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The INTRODUCTION 


CONTAINING SOME DIRECTIONS 


for Perſons, who either have their Religion 
yet to chooſe , or are already * in 4 wrong 
Choice. | 


Reaſon is bound to be of ſome Religion to 
ſerve God in according to the Condition ot 


Ez Man come to n perfect un of * 


Station allotted ro him by the divine Provi- 2 


dence; and it is a Concern of the higheſt importance 
not to be miſtaken in the Choice of it: For nothing 
leſs than a Man's eternal Welfate depends upon it, 
and all is loſt if he makes a falſe Step in it. Indiffe- 
rence muſt therefore be laid aſide; for he who is in- 
different whether he ſaves his Soul or not will moſt 
certainly perish. Neither muſt he conſult Intereſt, or 
Eaje, or Education. For if he do's, he will be inthe 


_ utmoſt Danger of Making a wrong Choice. Intereſt 


and Eaſe will preſs hard upon him to embrace that 
Religion, which favours them moſt, whether it be 
the true one or not: and Education, if i it be allow'd 
to determine a Man in the Choice of his Religion, 


_ will ix him as immoveably in Judaiſm, Mahomeraniſm, 


- Socinianiſm, or Quakeriſm, as in the true Church of 
- Chriſt. No Man therefore ougbt to conſider whether 
the Church, whereof he is a Member, be the Church, . 
1 the Country where he is born, whether it be mole 
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-- 
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favourable to his Intereſt, Liberty and Eaſe ; or fi- 
nally, whether it be the Church, in which he is moſt 


like to make his Fortune, but his whole Examina- 


tion ought ro be of this one ſingle Point, viz. whe- 


ther it be the true Church of Chriſt, in which alone 


Salvation can be attain'd. 5 
But how is it poſſible for the greateſt Part of 
Mankind, ſuch as Merchand's, Souldiers, Tradeſmen. 


. Servants, or Day-labourers, who are uſually of nar- 
To Capacities in Relation ro Things out of their 


roper Sphere, deſtiture of Learning, and imbark'd 
in the Cares and Solicitudes of this Iyife ; how is it 
poſſible, 1 ſay, for theſe to be duely qualified for 


this important Choice? The Reaſon of the Difficulty 
is plain, becauſe there is but one Faith according to 
St Paul, and but one, holy, Catholic, and A poſtolick 


Church according to the Nicene Creed; whereas there 


are innumerable other Churches, which all pretend 
to be the true Church of Chriſt, Lutherans lay they are 

this Church, Calviniſts ſay the ſame, Independents, 

Anabaptiſts, Quakers, and many more put likewiſe 
In their Claim; and the Church of Rome condemns all 


theſe, and ſays she is the only true Church upon Earth. 
And is it then poſſible for ignorant Laicks amidſt 


the daily Hurry of Buſineſs and Throng of temporal 
Concetns to have either Leiſure or Capacity to in- 
form themſelves exactly of all the diſagreeing Syſ- 
tems of ſo many Churches at Variance with one an- 
other, to examine to the Bottom the Grounds of 
their ſeveral Pretenſions, the Truth or Falſehood of 


the particular Doctrines wherein they are divided, 


and all the Reaſons and ſcriptural Texts, that ap- 


pear to be for or againſt them? Nothing can be plaj- 


ner than that this is morally. impoſſible. And ſo we 
muſt conclude the greateſt Part of Mankind is in no 
Condition to find the true Church, ot determine them 


* 


i in their Power either to mend their Choice, if they 


* 


of Examination, which entirely ſurpaſſes their Can 


blish'd upon Earth a Church for the Salvation af 


rich, Servants ot Maſters , learned or unlearned , it muſt 


Choice, if by the Mis fortune of their Education 
they should be engaged in a wrong Way; or even 
to know that they are in the true Church, when the 


Church? J anſwer, there are a great Number of ge- 
neral Arguments plain and eaſy to be underſtood, 
which mark out the true Church as clearly as a Pillaa 
| ſer up at the meeting of ſeveral Roads directs Tra- 
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ſelves in the Choice of their Religion by this Sort 


pacity. 55 9 2 3 
Tis however certain, that ſince Chriſt has eſta- 


Men of all States and Conditions, whether poor or 
be poſſible for Men of all States to diſtinguish the 
true Church of Chriſt from ſuch other Churches as 


are no Part of it: for otherwiſe they would not have 


have already made a bad one; or to make a right 


divine Providence has effectually beſtow'd that Bleſs 
ſing on them. | | i 
Hence it follows that there muſt be ſome other 
May beſides the Examination of particular Points - 
of Doctrine for ignorant People either ro make a 
rational Choice of their Religion, or to fix them 
with an entire Security in the Religion they have re- 
ceived by Education, in Caſe it be their Happineſs 
to have been brought up in the true one. r 
But what W ay is there proportion'd to their Ca- 
pacities to diſcern the only one true Church from fo 
many others, which all pretend to be this one true 


vellers to the way they are to take: and there are 
likewiſe ſome general Principles, by which a falſe 


i Church Ma be known as clearly as Rocks and Shelves - | | 
under ater are known by the Mazks (er up to 


warn. Seamen againſt chem. 1 
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Let us then ſuppoſe a Perſon is deliberating , wha | 
ther he shall embrace the Roman Catholic“ Faith, or 


continue a Member of the Church wherein he has 


been educated: I aſſure him he will ſtand in no Need 
of Learning to make a right Choice, but only of 
ſome natural good Senſe, and a hearty Reſolution | 


to fave his Soul, if he wilt but weigh with Attention 


and without prejudice che following general Conf. 
derations I shall lay before him. 

Firſt, there are in the Goſpels the fulleſt and plai- 
neſt Promiſes of a perpetual infollibiliry made by Chriſt 
to bis Church; as will appear from the following 
Texts, Upon this Roch Iwill build my Church, and Tas 
GaTts OF HELL SHALL NOT PREVAIL AGAINST 
iT. Math. 17. V. 18. J will as my Father, and he will 
ſend you another Comforter to abide with You FOR EVER. 
Job. 14. v. 16. The Comforter which is the Holy Ghoſt, 


 whem the Father will ſend in my Name, he shall teach 
Von ALL THINGS, and bring ALL THINGS to your Re- 


membrance , what ſoever F have ſaid unto you. Joh. 14. 


N. 16. 1 have yer mary Things to ſay unto your but you. 
cannot bear them now. However when the Spirit of Truth 
r come, he will lead you into ALL TRUTH. Joh. 16. 
VF. 13. Lo I am with you ALWAYS EVEN UNTO THE 


Exp or THE WorLD. Math. 28. V. 20. All which is 
confirm'd by St Paul calling the Church of Chriſt 2 


Pillar and Ground of Truth. 1. Tim. z. V. 15. 


Nothing ſurely. can be ſtronger for the Proof of an 


infallible Church than theſe Texts. There muſt there- 


fore be ſuch a Church upon Earth, if Chriſt has been 
true ro his Word. Now-all. the Reform d Churches in 
the World unanimouſly own themſelves to be fal- 


lible. It follows therefore that the Roman Carholich - 4 
Church alone is the infallible Church of Chriſt, as she 


has always maintain'd her Claim to that Title. And 


Gurely a Chriſtian , who ſeriouſiy reſolves to ſave his - 
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Soul, will chooſe an infallible Church for his Guide 
rather than a fallible one. wo 
24ly, Proteſtants generally accuſe us of Want of 
Charity in Denying the Poſſibility of Salvation to 
any bur thoſe of our own Communion, I preſume» 
then their Charity is more extenſive than ours: for 
otherwiſe it would be ridiculous to declaim againſt 
us for the Want of it; and ſo they can do no leſs 
than to allow the Poſſibility of Salvation ro R 
Catholichs. That is to {iy , they are convinced in their 
Hearts, that Roman Catholicks may be ſaved in their 
Religion. Becauſe otherwiſe it would be no Charity 
to tell them ſo, any more than it would be a Charity 
to tell a Man that he can be ſaved in a damnable 
State. TER | ns 
5 Nov ina Diſpute about the Truth of reveal'd Mya 
W Feries, which are above our Underſtanding , and which 
by Conſequence cannot be decided by the Force of 
humane Reaſon, it cannot be doubted but the ſafeſt 
and wiſeſt Courſe we can take to ſecure the Salvation 
of our Souls is to depend upon the greateſt Authority 
upon Earch, And therefore Since the Authority of 
both Catholicks and Proteſtants join'd together is grea= 
ter than that of Proteſtants alone, it follows plainly, 
that it is both ſafeſt and wiſeſt for any Man to chools 
the Roman Catholic Church preferably to any of the 
| Reform'd Churches, which alone allow Salvation to be 
attainable in their own Communion ; whereas the 
declared Enemies of the Roman Catholick Church allow 
it to be attainable in the Communion of that Church; 
KF Catholicks therefore cannot be ſuſpected of Partiality 
in their own Cauſe relating to this Point, becauſe te 
ba ve their very Enemies on their Side: but Proteſtants 
may be ſuſpected of Partiality, becauſe they ate tba 
ſiole Judges in their own Cauſe, and have not only the 
whole Body of Roman Catholichs now extant in the, 
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World, bur the Authority of all the Conncils , Bishops, 
and Paſtors of the Catholich Church for fifteen Ages 
before the Reformation againſt them. Mr Ly in his 
Caſe ſtated is pleaſed to call this a childish Argument: 
but I have nor yer ſeen a ſolid Anſwer to it. | 
zaly. There are numberleſs Examples of Perſons 
brought up Proteſtants from their Infancy who in their 
laſt Sickneſs have embraced the Catholic Faith, A no 
leſs Man than King Charles the zd was one of theſe, 
. But I dare boldly chalenge Proreſtants to produce one 
ſingle Example of a Perfon brought up from his in- 
fancy in the Roman Catholick Faith, who ever changed 
his Religion upon his Death-bed. W hence I conclude 
that even in the Judgment of many Perſons brought 
up with a Prejudice to us it is ſafer dying a Catho- 
lick than a Proreſtant : And then I am ſure it is like. WW 
viſe ſafer to live in the Catholick Church: becauſe many {| 
who have laid a Deſign of dying Carholicks , have been 
juſtly diſappointed either by a ſudden Death, or the 
W anc of Opportunity to be reconciled in their laſt 
Sickneſs. | 3 
46h, whereas great Numbers of Proteſtants by be- 
coming Catholicks have not only changed their Reli- 
gion but Manners, and from Libertines they were be- 
fore have become ſober and regular Chtiſtians, nay 
even embraced the Auſterities of a religious State 
I never yet heard of any Carholick, who upon his tur- 8 
ning Proteſtant ever became either more ſober, more 
chaſt, more juſt , more charirable or pious than he 
was before. On the contrary the Lives of thoſe, who 
fall from the Catholich Religion are generally fo diſe- 
- difying , and ſometimes even publickly feandalous 
that they are a Dishonour rather than a Credit to the 
Church they come over to. Nay in the very Begin- 
ning of the Reformation it was nororioufly remarkable 
that Libertiniſm and Impieiy encteaſed proportionably 
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| The INTRODUCTION iz 
as Luthers and Calvins new Goſpel made it's Pro- 
greſs: which the Reader will find proved with the 
utmoſt Evidence from Proteſtant Teſtimonies in the 
following Tract Art. 3. Hom of 3 
But is it any Wonder that Perſons broke looſe 
from the wholeſome Reſtraints of Confeſſing and pu- 
nishing their Sins should be more eaſily carried away 
by all the Inclinations of corrupt Nature, than they 
who believe themſelves bound in Conſcience to con- 
feſs their moſt ſecret Sins, to perform the Penance 
impoſed upon them, to reſtore whatever they poſleſs 
unjuſtly, ro make Reparation of Honour, if they 
have wrong'd:their Neighbour in his Fame, and to 
avoid all the immediate Occaſions of Relapſes? *Tis 
morally impoſſible it should be otherwiſe ; and it fol- 
lows from it that Roman Catholicks , who are under all 
theſe and many more Reſtraints, muſt needs be in a 
ſafer Way to Heaven, than they who have none of 
theſe Reſtraints laid upon them. ED. 
1 hope however no one will ſuſpect I pretend to 
accuſe modern Proteſtants of directly encouraging Li- 
bertiniſm or Vice by any poſitive Principle of xheir 
Religion. For I should wrong them if I did, But what 
I ſay is, that they have deprived themſelves of the 
moſt powerful Remedy againſt Vice by Reforming 
away the Sacrament of Penance , which we may pro- 
perly call the ſtrongeſt Fence about the Law: and 
this being pull'd down by the Reformation there is 
no need of Encouraging the People to break in upon 
God's Commandements, It ſuffices that rhe Reſ- 


traints of Shame and Fear, the one of Confeſſing, the 


other of punishing their Sins are removed to their 
Hands: becauſe corrupt Nature thus ſer at Liberty 
will after that act it's own Part, and be too hard for 
the Commandements left rhus unguarded. 

59. A motive, which ſufficed to fix ſo gre 
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learned a Man as St Auſtin in the Religion he had 
choſen, is ſurely no week one, and may ſuffice to 
direct any Man whether arge or unlearned in the 
Choice he has to make. Let us then hear his own 
Words. Laſtly, ſays he, the very Name of CaTao- 
LICK holds me: of which this Church alone has not with. Fs 
out Reaſon ſo kept the Poſſeſſion, that tho all Heretiks de- 23 


a Poſſeſſion of this honourable Title, that no Com- 
munion Separated from her was ever able either to 
gain it to itſelf, or diſpoſſeſs her of it. 
But what meant che Mord Catholick? It is a Greek 
W ord, and fignifies the ſame as Univerfal? And 
this is ſo eſſential a Condition of the true Church, 
thar no Sociery upon Earth can pretend to be a Part 
of it, unleſs it be in the Communion of that Church, 
hich has Univerſality both of Time and Place. of 
Time, by being the N Church of all Ages ſince 
the, Time of the Apoſtles; and of Place, by having 
on it's Side the Agreement of People and Nations accor- 
ding to St Auſtin Expreſſion. Both which Parts of 
the Church's Univerſaliry are clearly mark'd out in 
227 — of God. 0 ES $0770 : 


| fire to be call . Catholichs, yet if a Stranger asl them 4 
9 where Catholicks meet, no Heretich dares point out his b 
| | ' own Houſe or Church. But what Church is it, in A 
WH. which St Auſtin was held ſtedfaſt by the very Name 1 
li | * of Catholick? His Words immediately preceding are 3 
__ x a full Anſwer to this Queſtion. Thirdly ( ſays he) 2 
1 l | Succeſſi on of Bishops deſcending from the SEE OF SAINT : 
„ PerkR, ro whom Chriſt after his Reſurrection committed Y 
1218 bs Fleck, holds me in the Church. Contra Epiſt. Fund. 
0 | C. 4. Tis plain then, it was the Church in Commu- * 
18 nion with the See of ; St Auſtin had choſen fol- 
[| IF. _ - his Guide: Twas in this Church he was held by the 4 
| 11 | very Name of Carhor ick: becauſe she had always A 
.18 had, and has had ever fince ſo full and undiſpured 4 
7 | 
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Her Univerſaluy of Time is mark d out by Chriſt 
promiſing his Apoſtles, that the Gates of Hell hal 
not prevail againſt. it, Math. 17. V. 18. And that be: 
will he with them always even unto the End of the WW arlds 
Math. 29. V. 22. And by Iſaiah in theſe prophetick- 
Words. This is my Covenant with them, ſaith the Lord. 
Ay Spirit that is upon thee , and my W ords which I haue 8 
put into thy Mouth shall not depart out of thy Mouth, 

I nor out of the Mouth of thy Seed., nor out of the Maui 
| of thy Seed's Seed, ſaith the Lord from henceforth and 
Vor ever, Iſa. gg #4 e 2: 2, 4 nes 
Her Univerſality. of Place is .mark'd out fuft by 
God's Promiſe to Abraham, that 4 Nations of the 
Earth Should be bl:ſſed in hy Seed, Gen. 22. V. 18. 209. 
by the Pſalmiſt. At of me, and Shall give thee. ths 
Heathen for thy Inleritance, and the uttermeſt Parts of 
the Earth for thy Poſſeſſion. Pal, . . 8. And again. | 
Praiſe the Lord all ye Nations, praiſe the Lord all ye. 
People, Pſal. 116. V. 1. 3p, by 4/aiab deſcribing the 
future Glory of the Church of Chriſt in the Multitude 
of People and Nations flocking to her. I/. 60. And 
laſtiy, by Chriſt himſelf giving a Commiſſion to the 
Apoſtles and their Succeſſors to go and teach all Na- 
Zong, Matb. 28. V. gg 1 blo 507 
Here then it behoves the Reader to examine im- 
partially whether theſe two Parts of Univerſaliryare 
to be found in the Church of Rome, or in any of the 
Reform'd Churches: becauſe in whatever Church they 
are found, it cannot be doubted but that is the true 
Church of Chriſt. | Be, „ 3a SEAT 
As to the Church of Rome, that is to ſay, the Church 
in Communion with the See of Rome, she has not one 
5 had an uninterrupted viſible being from the Time of 
the Apoſtles to this Day, but has always been the 
moſt Illuſtrious Society of Chriſtians upon Earth. She 
has therefore the Univerſality of Time promifed by 
| Ec © = I 
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ij The INTRODUCTION. © 
Chriſt , and foretold by {/aiah. She has likewiſe prea- 
eh'd the Goſpel to the moſt remote and har barous Nas 
tions in the World, who have all received the Faith + 
of Chriſt from her Bishops and Paſtors: and not only 
they, but likewiſe thoſe very Nations of Europe, in 
which the R:form'd Churches are now eſtablish'd. As 
England, Scotland, Ireland, Holland, Sweden, Den- 
mark, and rhe Proteſtant Parts of Germany and Swit- 
Terland. For all theſe were converted from Heathea- 
niſin to Chriſtianity by Miſſioners ſent by the Church 
of Rome; as is manifeſt from their unanimous Pro- 
feſſion of the Religion call'd Popery for ſeveral Ages 
after their Converſion till the pretended Reformation, 
Nay she bas at this very Time Bishops and Paſtors 
Propagating the Goſpel amongſt the /nfidels, both 
of the Eaſt and eſt Fudies, Therefore Univerſality 
of Place, or as St Auſtin calls it, the Agreement of 
People and Nations cannot poſſibly be deny'd her. 
But can any of the Reform'd Churches lay Claim to 
this Univerſaliiy either of Time or Place? Alas, it is 
but two hundred and five Years ago, lince the very 
firſt of them began to creep out of the Shell, and 
*twas ſome Years after, before the reſt came into 
the World. Tis plain then that the very eldeſt of 
them wants near fifteen hundred Years of Univerſality 
of Time: And as to Univerſality of Place , I should be 
glad to know, what barbarous or Heathen Nation has 
gver been converted by Miſſioners of any of the 
Reform d Churches; tho they have all the Opportunity 
imaginable ro do it by Reaſon of the great Trade 
ſeveral of them have both in the Eaft and eſt In- 
dies. Nay is there any one of choſe Churches, that 
ever extended itſelf beyond what we may properly 
call a Corner of the Earth comparatively to the Lacws 7 
Extent both in and out of Europe of the Roman Ca. 
rholicł Church? This therefore makes it likeyile plain 


* 
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3 that they have no Univerſality of Place and being 
all ſeparated from the Communion of the Church of 
= Zome , which has Univerſality both of Time and Place, 
= 4 they can be no Parr of the Carhelick Church, nor have 
any Claim to that honourable Title: the Conſe- 


quence whereof is that they are no Part of the true 
Church, in which alone Salvation can be obrain'd ac- 


K | cording to this Saying of Chriſt , if he will not hear the 
== Church let him be unto thee as a Heathen and a Publican. 
Math. 18. V. 17. That is, let him be regarded as a 


EReprobate or one in a damnable State. 


WH 


6. The Reform d Churches, not one excepted, are 


either guilty of Schiſin, or no Church in the World 


vas ever guilty of it. Nay we may confidently ſay 
they have the plaineſt Marks of Schiſmatical Chur- 


4. it is poſſible for a Church to have. For what is 


Schiſm but an obſtinate and wilful Separation from the 
Communion of the true Church of God? Now the firſt + 

Reformers boaſted openly that they had ſeparared _ 
themſelves from the whole World, and it is plain Fact 
they did ſo. If therefore God has always had a true 
Church upon Earth, as I take it to be an undeniable 
Truth he has, the Conſequence is that they ſepa- 
rated themſelves from the true Church as well as from 
other Churches: which ſurely ſuffices to convince 


F any Man that his Soul cannot be ſafe in any of the 
. Reform d Churches. 5 6 


75. There can be no trus Church, but what has it's 


Origine from Chriſt and his Apoſtles: and this is like- 


wiſe a Truth, which cannot be conteſted, Now it is 
a plain hiſtorical Fact, that the Reformation began 
near upon fifteen hundred Years after the Aſcenſion 


i | of Chriſt : that is, An. 1 517. and by Conſequence that 
there were none of the preſent Reform d Churches in 


the World before that Time: becauſe there could 
be no Reform d Churches be fore the Refarmation , which 


— 
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gaye them their Birth, And how then can any of 
theſe Churches pretend to be a Part of the true one, 
that is, of the Church eſtablish'd by Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles? Did they incorporate themſelves with any 
preexiſtent Church , that was a Part of the true one? 
No, they ſeparated themſelves from the whole I orld : 
they therefore began upon a new Eſtablishment, and 


are no more a Part of any Chriſtian Church that was 


before them, that they ate a Part of the Jewsh Sy- 
rvagogue : and fo they can be no Part of the Church 
h by the Apoſtles, which ſurely. was before 
nem. | | 5 
If any one pretends that the Reform'd Church, 
whereof he is a Member, has always had a Being, 
tho it has not been always viſible to Men, I really 
pity his Caſe, and adviſe him as a Friend to give up 
the Cauſe honeſtly and fairly rather than have Re- 
courſe: ſo ſuch a wretched Shift for it's Defence, 
which in Reality is a Cover for the moſt ridiculous 
Sect upon Earth: For who will pretend to defeat an 
izoiſable Hoſt? And ſo a Muggletonian or Quaker will 
be as ſafe behind his Entrenchment of an inviſible 
Church, and with the Help of this ingenious inven- 
tion trace the Origine of his Church to Chriſt and 
his Apoſties as ealily as any Reform d Church in Europe. 
89. There can be no Security of Salvation in a 
Church, whoſe very Rule of Faith is an unexhauſtible 
Source of Diviſions, Errors, and Contradictions. Now 
whereas the Catholick Rule of Faith is the Word of God 
as interpreted to us by the Church of Chriſt, that of 
the Reform'd Churches is Scripture interpreted by pri- 
vate Judgment. So that the Guide of Catholichs is the 
greateſt Authority upon Earth; and the Guide of 

Proteſtants is every Man's private Judgment: becauſe 
whoever appeals to Scriptures, and throws aſide the 


Church's Interpretation of them, appeals effeQually . 


The INTRODUCTION. * 
ro his own private Judgment, and acknowledges no 
other Guide: which I juſtly call an unexhauſtible 
Source of Diviſions, Errors, and Contradiftions * and 
I need not inſiſt upon any other Proof of it than the 
numberleſs Jarring Sects all ſpawn'd from the Re- 
formation, which ſet up this pernicious Rule, and 


ſoon ſaw the natural Fruits of it in as monſtrous a 


Babel of Confuſion, as the infinite Diverſity of pri- 
vate Judgments muſt unavoidably produce. The 
Reader will find this shew'd at large towards the End 
of the zd Article. And ſo I leave every Man of com- 


5 mon Senſe to Judge, whether (conſiderigg the Sub- 
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limeneſs of Divine Myſteries on the one Hand, and 
the narrow Compals of humane Reaſon together 
with it's Proneneſs to be biaſs'd by Intereſt or Preju. 


dice on the other) whether, I ſay, Perſons. be nor 


ſafer as to their eternal Salvation undewrthe Conduct 


ot Paſtors „who reject a Rule which is the fruirful 


Source of Errors, and adhere to the Authority eſta- 
blish'd by Chriſt himſelf for our Guide, than they 
that are guided by Miniſters, who by a fundamental 
Principle of their Religion are bound to own, that 
Scriptures interpreted by private Judgment is the only 
Rule of their Faith. „ 

9h. No Man can hope to work his Salvation in 
a Church, which has no lawful Miniſtry. That is, no 
lawful Power to preach the Word, and adminiſter the 
Sacraments. And EE 

. 10thly, The only Church, in which a Chriſtian can 
Wpe to work his Salvation is that, which derives 


it's Doctrine from Chriſt and his Apoſtles. 


If therefore I prove theſe two Points, v. that 


none of the Reform'd Churches have a lawful Miniſtry, 
and that the Roman Catholich Church is the only 
Church upon Earth, that derives it's Doctrine from 
Chriſt and his Apeſtles, the undeniable Conſequence - 


xv) The INTRODUCTION: 
will be, 1. that Salvation cannot be hoped for in 
any of the Reform'd Churches, and 2. thar it can only 
be attain'd in the Roman Catholich Church. * 
The Proof of theſe two important Points is the 
whole Subject of the following ſmall Treatiſe, and 
I may truly ſay it go's all at once to the very Bot- 
tom of the Cauſe in ſuch a Manner, that without 
the Examination of any one particular Point of Doc- 
trine both the learned and unlearn'd may not only 
clearly ſee, what Churches are to be avoided as ſo 
many Rocks, on which their eternal Salvation will 
moſt certainly ſuffer Shipwrack , but likewiſe find 
that Church, which alone is a ſafe Harbour, wherein 
it may be ſecured. 9 
The Endeavours I have uſed to ſet this whole 
Matter in it's cleareſt Light {will perhaps diſpleaſe 
ſuch inſincete Souls as hate the Light becauſe it 
incommodes them. But I hope they will be accep- = 
table to all fincere Lovers of the Truth whatever 
Perſuaſion they are of: and tis for theſe alone the 
following Sheets are deſign'd, which have no other 
End in View than to mark out ro them the Way © 
of Truth and Salvation; that they either may walk 
on ſteddily in that Way, if they find themſelves ©! 
already in it, or enter into it, if Choice or Educa- | 
tion has miſlead them into a wrong Path, ; 
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Authority is derived: and no particular 
Member of any Society can lay Claim ro 


any Part of this Power or Authority, unleſs is lows 


to him from that Source. No Man, for Example, 


is treated as a publick Miniſter, unleſs he shews his 
Credentials from the Prince or State that ſends him; 
nor reſpected and obey'd as a Magiſtrate , unleſs he 


be call'd ro thar Dignity, and veſted with the Authoria 


 tyannex'd to it by Superiour Powers. Nay i it would be 


highly ridiculous in any Man to intrude himſelf in- 
to the very meaneſt Office even of a private Family 
withour the expreſs or preſumed Conſent of the Maſe 
ter or Miſtreſs of it. This is the eſtablish'd Order 


of the Government of the World, and ſo mani. 


feſtly conformable ro Reaſon and common Senſe, 
that without it all States, or Kingdoms, or even leſſer 
Societies would be no better than ſo many Babels of 


Diſorder and Confuſion. 


Now the ſame Principle is applicable to the 
Church as well as ſecular State, but with this mate- 
rial Difference, N. That as every ſecular State 
form'sd itſelf at firſt by common conſent into a civil 


Society, {o had ir the, Liberty ro chooſe what Form : 


A 


v ER v civil nn has ct (elf 
a Source, from which all lawful Power and 
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of Government, and eſtablish what Laws it pleaſed 
for the publick Good. But the Church as ſuch is a 
divine Society, as having a divine Origine. For it was 


not eſtablish'd by 2c» but by God himſelf, Jeſu- 
Chriſt God and Man was it's immediate Founder and 


Lawgiver ; as he is ſtill it's ſupreme divine Head, 
Governour , and Sovetaign Paſtor, It is therefore 
bound to keep thoſe Laws, that Form of Govern- 
ment under him, and that Method of Conveying it 


down, which was at firſt eſtablish'd by him. Nor is 


there any' Power upon Earth can either change the 
Laws, or diſpenſe with the Conditions, or deviate 
from the Ways and Methods, he has mark d out 
to US, 

Here then we ad bur conſult the Word of God | 
to inform ourſelves upon what Footing the Con- 
veyance of the eccleſiaſtical Miniſtry is eſtablish'd by 
him. Let us firſt hear Chriſt himſelf ſpeak in the 


following ſacred Words. V. erily verily I ſay unto you, 


he that entereth not by the Door into the Shiepfold , but 
climbeth up ſome other Way, the, ſame ts a Thief and 


; Robber, John. 10. V. 1. Here all are declared Thieves 
en Robbers, that is, Uſurpers of the ſacred Miniſ- 


. who enter not by the Door, And leaſt we should 


| wiſiake the Meaning of this figurative Expreſſion, 
he Explains it thus. Y. 7. Verily verily I ſay unto you, 


1 am the Door of the Sheep. So that whoever enters 


upon the Miniſtry, and has not his Miſſion from Chriſt | 
_either immediately, as the Apoſtles had, or mediatelyy 
by detiving it from them or their lawful Succeſſors, 


are here mark'd out in the Character of Thieves and 
Robbers, W hence it plainly follows that any Society 


of Men, let them be as numerous as they pleaſe, 
or boaſt of their Purity as much as they pleaſe, can 2 


never be a rrue Church if it has not a Miniſtry ori- 


ginally derived from Chriſt by an unintercupred Suc- 


ES. as 


Arr. 1. "wth a lawful Miſſin. 3 
ceſſion of lawful Paſtors: becauſe the true church can 
ne ver be without true Paſtors; and without a Miniſtry 
originally derived from Chriſt by an uninterrupred 
Succeſſion in the ſame Communion, there can be no 
true Paſtors. 
his then is the We of hay ect 
Miniſtry laid by Chriſt himſelf; and St Paul his faith- 
ful Apoſtle and Interpreter teaches the ſame Doc- 
tirine in his Epiſtle to the Romans, C. 10. V. 15. ho 
shall they preach except they be ſent? For if they be not 
ſent, they can be nothing elſe but intruders into the 
Shiepfold, Uſurpers of the ſacred Miniſtry, and in 
a Word, Thieves and Robbers, + 
Bur the Example of Chriſt himſelf is moſt certain- 
ly of the greateſt Weight ro convince us that no 
man can legally enter upon the ſacred Miniſtry , ex- 
cept he be ſent according to the Order eſtablit's b d b 
God. For if the Sen of God took not upon him 94 
Preaching of the Goſpel but as ſent by bis eternal 
Father, what Sacrilegious Arrogance and Preſump- 
tion muſt it then be in Men to aſſume to themſelves 
1 facred Function without a Commiſſion from 
lawfol Authority? Our Saviour therefore te 
mn us ſenſible of the neceſſity of a true Miſſion 
for every Miniſter of the Goſpel, judged it ręquiſit 
upon ſeveral Occaſions to prove his own Miſſion to 
the Fews, I shall omit a great many Paſſages for Bre- 
vity's Sake, and only quote a few from St John, he 
_ writes thus. ow about the Midſt of the Feaſt Jeſus went 
up into the Temple and . and the Jews marvell'd 
ſaying, how knoweth this Man Letters having never lear- 
ned ? Jeſus anſwer d them and ſaid , uv Doctrine 1s 
NOT MINE BUT HIS THAT SENT ME, If any Man will x 
do his Will, he will know of the Doctrine whether it be of. 
"God, or whether I fpeak of myſelf. He that ſpeaketh of 
bun, ſtelerb his . , but be * ſeeketh hen 
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4 No lawful Miniſtry Axt. 1. 
Glory that ſent me, the ſame is true, and no Unrigbie- 


ouſneſs-u in him. Jobn 7. V. 14. 15. &c. 
However the Jews perſiſting ſtill to queſtion his 
Authority he anſwer'd them. I AM NOT COME OF 


- MYSELF but he that ſent me is true, whom ye know not. 


But I know him, ror I AM FROM HIM, AND HE HATH 


'SENT ME. V. 28. 29. 


Again, the following Words are very remar- 
kable. He that rejecteth me, and receiverh not my Words 


hath one that judgeth biz ves For I HAVE, NOT SPO- 


KEN OF MYSELF, BUT THE FATHER WHICH. SENT 


ME HE GAVE ME 4 COoMMAN DPM ENI WHAT I 
* - SHOULD SAY AND WHAT 1 SHOULD SPEAK, John 


12. V. 48. 49. 


Hete our Saviour declares poſitively, that he 


ſpoke nothing but what he was commanded to ſpeak 


by his Father. And this implies no leſs, than 5 if 
| id had preach'd any Doctrine either contrary to, 


or beyond the Commiſſion he had received from hin 
Father (which indeed the impeceability of his ſa- 
ered Perſon render'd impoſſible) he would have 
preach'd withour' the OSes re quiſit for that 
Function. 

However to render us: Bill more ſeufbla of the 


Neceflity of an unconteſted Miſſion, our Saviour 


would prove his by a great Number of illuſt tious 


Miracles, and more particularly by that, which for 


it's ne, appear'd more iflufrioos than the 


xeſt. For tho all the Miracles of his Life were to 
sbew from whom he came, as they did by the di. 
vine Power and Goodneſs which shined in them; 


Yo EL 
* . 2 


vet the Raiſing of Lædarus, and the lowd Prayer he -. J 


made to his Father before it, were not only inten- 
ded, but expreſly declared to be done for the Noti- 


fying and proving of that Miſſion, from which a- 
lone all other true Miſſions vere to be derived af- 


Art. without a lawful Miſſion. 3 
terwards to the End of the World. For St John ex. 
preſly tells us, that when he was upon the Point of 

railing Lad arus, he liſt up his Eyes and ſaid, Fat hen H 
thank thee that thou haſt heard me, And I know that 
thou heareſt me always: but becauſe „ ihe Pleaple which 
ſtand by, I ſaid it, THAT THEY MAY BELIEVE THAT 
THOU HAST SENT ME, Joh. 11. V. 41.42. Tis plain 
our Saviour here proves his Miſhon from the mira. 
culous Power given him to raiſe LaJarw, as being 
a divine and publick Teſtimony of it, f1:ice it was 
ask'd for that very End in the People's owh Hea». 

ring, and no- ſooner ask'd but granted. N. 

Thus did our Saviour take Care not only to aſſert 
but prove his Miſſion, in Order to mark out clear= 

ly to his Church the ſacred Source, from whence 
the lawful- Exerciſe of the Eccleſiaſtical OE 

muſt indifpetſably flow, Chriſt himſelf had his Miſ- 

Z Afion from God, who gave him all Power in Heaven and 

; in Earth, Math. 28. V. 19. He communicated it to his 
Apoſtles. As my Father ſent me, even to I ſend you. 

Joh. 20. V. 21. And again, Go ye therefore and teach 

all Nations bapti⁊in them, &c, Math. 28. V. 19. The 

Apoſtles, as the Church encreaſed, ordain'd Bishops 

and Prieſts / according to the Power they had received 

from Chriſt, and aſſign d to each of them the particu. 

lar Churches they were to feed and govern. Theſe 

took Care, to tranſmit the ſame Power to their Sue- 
ceſſors, as theſe did likewiſe to theits, And ſo the 
ſacred Miniſtry of governing and feeding the Flock 
of Chriſt by preaching the il ord and Adminiſtring the 

Sacraments has been handed down by an uninterrup- 

ted Suece ſſion from the Apoſtles throughom all Ages 

to the preſent Time, and will be continued in the 
ſame Manner to the End of the World according 
to St Paul Eph. 4. V. 11. 12.13 „ 

For this Reaſon Tertullian in his Book of Fr 
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tions C. 37. preſſed the Hereticks of his Time with 
this Queſtion: Qui eſtis vos? Quando & unde veniſtis? 
W ho are you? When and whence did you come? 
W hence have you your Miſſion 2 How can you 
prove that you have enter'd by the Door, and are 
not Thieves and Robbers? The ſame Tertullian C, 3, 
writes thus. Let them produce (ſays he) the Origin of | 
their Church, let them give us a Liſt of their Buuhops | 
drawn down by Succeſſion from the Beginning: So that 
their firſt Bishop had either an Apoſtle or an Apoſtolical 
Man continuing to the End in the Communion of the A- 
poſtles for his Predeceſſor. In Effect, the conſtant Prac- 
tice of the ancient Fathers to prove againſt Here- 
ticks the Truth of the Doctrine taught by the Ca- 

| tholick Church was by Shewing this uninterrupred | 
iſ Succeſſion of Catholic“ Bishops and Paſtors in the 
it ſame Communion from the Apoſtles, and on the 
| 
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contraty to defy their Adverſaries to shew any ſuch 
Succeſſion of Bishops reaching the diſcriminating 
Doctrine of their Sets, | 
St Cyprian Epiſt. 76. ſays of Novatian, that he was 
not in the Church, nor could he be counted a Bishop (as 
to the Power of Juriſdiction) becauſe drſpiſing apoſto- 
lical Tradition he came of himſelf, and ſucceeded to no 
Body, to wit, in his own Communion, 

A Sutceſſion of Bishops ( ſays St Auſtin contra Epilt. 
Fund. C. 4.) deſcending from the See of St Peter to the 
preſent Epiſcopacy holds me in the Catholick Church, And 
St Optatus writes thus to the Donatiſts. Since you pre- 
tend to be the Church of God, shew the Origine of your 
Bishops. For if they had prerended to produce a Ca- 
talogue of Bishops deſcending from the Apoſtles, 
they would have been anſwer'd that thoſe were not 
Bishops of the Donatiſt but Catholick Church, and 

that therefore Donatus himſelf was the firſt Bishop 
of the ſeparate Church he had ſet up, and could shew | 


Art. 1. without a lawful Miſßon. 7 
no Succeſſion of Bishops that were before him of 
his Communion. | = 
This shews plainly, what the ancient Fathers 
thought of all Communions, that had ſeparated . 
themſelves from the Catholick Church, and thac 
they regarded them no otherwiſe than as Uſurpers 
of the eccleſiaſtical Miniſtry, as Invaders of the 
prieſtly Office, and in a Word as Societies deſti- 
tute of all Power and Authority of either Preaching 
the Word, or adminiſtring the Sactaments: The 
Conſequence, whereof is that they were no Part of 
the true Church of Chriſt, from which the true Nt. 
niſtry is wholly inſeparable, Nay Mc Leſij a Writer 
of the Church of England well known has the fame 
contemptible Opinion of all the diſſenting Proteſtant, 
Churches, as the Fathers had of the heretical and ſchiſ- 
matical Communions of their Times. For in his tre- 
tiſe of private Judgment and Authority, pag. 222. he 
_ writes thus. The Diſſenters haue no Commiſſion or Sud 
ceſſion to she we they have thruS# themſelves as Guides 
upon the Road towards Heaven upon their own Heads 
not above 140 Tears ago, in utter Contempt and Oppoſi- 
tion to all the Guides of God's Appointment from the Days 
of the Apoſtles, W hence he juſtly concludes that 
they have no Authority ät all either to preach the 


Word, or adminiſter the holy Sacraments, which God 1 


has inſtituted, or to bleſs in his Name. DE 
Here Mr Leſiy agrees exactly with me in the im- 
portant Principle 1 have laid down; aud I should be 
glad he agree'd as well with me in the Application of 
it. But how unjuſt are Men in their Balances ! How 
clearſighted are they in ſeeing the Defects of orners, 
and how blind at the ſame Time not to ſee their 
own in the very ſame Kind! 3 
He tells us ft, the Diſſenters have no Commiſſion 
or Succeſſion to she w. I grant they have not. But how 


4 
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will he shew the Commiſſion or Succeſſion of the Pro- 
teſtant Church of England? Since it is an undeniable 
Fact that for goo Years together before the pretended 
Reformation of that Church all her Bishops were in 
Communion with the Church of Rome, and agree'd 
with her in Sacraments, Doftrine, and Practice. As in 
Monaſtical Vows , in praying for the Relief of the Dead, 
in the Invocation of Saints, in adoring the bleſſed Sa- 
crament, and teceiving the Definitions of former 
Counci)s for Tranſubſtantiation, the Feneration of holy 
Images and Reliques, and the Pope's Supremacy , „ 
Firſt then 1 ask from whom the firſt Proteſtant 
Bishops of the Church of England had their Commiſſion 
to reach a Doctrine directly oppoſite in all the fore- 
mention'd Articles to that of all the Catholich Bish- 
ops their Predeceſſors? If they pretend to have had 
it from them, the Thing is wholly incredible, as 
Vill appear more fully hereafter. Vet I cannot ima- 
ine how they came by it any other Way, unleſs 
n was ſent them immediately from Heaven, and ſo 
their Miſſion was extraordinary like that of the Apoſ- 
tles; which alſo will not be eaſily believed without 
good Proofs, and I fear it will be a hard Tas K to 
find ary. DR. VVV 
I ask 20, from whom the firſt, Rroteſtant Bishops of 
the Church of Enoland detived their Succeſſion, That 
is, from what Bishop of their own Communion 2 
Since all the Eng/uh Bishops before them were Ro- 
man Catholichs, that is, in the Communion of the 
Bishop of Rome. If they alledge the Validity of theit 
Ordination, and their being in poſſeſſion of the an- 
cient - £44 Sees of their Catholick Predeceſſors, 

' who certainly derived their Succeſſion from the A- 
oy” I anſwer, that tho their Ordination were va- 
id, which we utterly deny, this would be inſuffi- 
cient to prove their Succeſſion to be truly Apoſtolical + 

i 5 becauſs 
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becauſe there is ſomething more required to maks 
ood this Title than a valid Ordination, and the Poſ⸗ 

| ſeſſion of the Epiſcopal Sees of their Predeceſſots; vis. 
their being Members of the ſame Church and Com- 
munion with thoſe, whoſe Succeſſors they pretend to 
be. For otherwiſe it will follow that the Arian and 
Donatiſt Bis hops were the true Succeſſors of the Apeſ- 
zles : becauſe their Ordination was moſt certainly 
valid, and they fill'd the ancient Sees of the Catho- 
lick Bishops their Predeceſſors. But fince it would be 
highly abſurd to grant this ( becauſe Perſons cur off 
by Hereſy and Excommunication from the Church 
founded by the Apoſtles cannor poſlibly be call'd 
their true Succeſſors ) 'tis manifeſt the Engluh Proreſe 
rant Clergy will never prove their Succeſſion ro be 
Apojtolical', unleſs they can convince us that they are 
Members of the ſame Church and Communion with the 
Catholick Bishops that went before them, any more 
than the Arian and Donatiſt 1 formerly were. 
Hence it plainly follows, that if ſome Expedient be 
not found out to fill up a Gap of goo Years, in all 
which Space of Time there were no Proteſtant Buhaps 
or Parſons in whole Great Britain, they may as well 
retend to derive their Succeſſion from Aaron as 
from the Apoſtle se. % 5 FRIES 4 
But to return back to Mr Leſiy, he tells us 2dly, 
that the Diſſenters thruſt themſelves as Guides upon the | 
Road towards Heaven upon their own Heads NOT ABOVE 
| A HUNDRED AND FOURTY YEARS AGO. And pray how 
many more Years ago is it, that the Bishops and Par- 
ſons of the Reform d Church of England appear d firſt 
45 Guides upon the Road towards Heaven? If Mr Leſiy 
be unwilling to ſatisfy his Proteſtant Brethren in a 
Point of that importance, I shall do it for him, The 


pretended Reformation of England began about the 
Year 1533. and Queen Eſixabeth cam 


- not to the 
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*Crown till An. 1558. So that it was not finish'd till 
ſome Years after the Middle of that Century. Now 
if we count back 140 Years from the Time that Mc 
Leſiy wrote his Book of private Judgment and Autho- 
rity, we may by a very eaſy Computation diſcover 
the exact Eposha of Time, when his Proteſtant Buch» 
ops and Parſom appear d firſt as Guides upon the Road 
towards Heaven and the Difference of Age between 
his Church and that of the Diſſenters will*be found to 
be ſo inconſiderable, as no Ways deſerved his no- 
tice, We are likewiſe ſure the Proteſtant Guides of 
the Church of England were never ſent or ſought for 
by any of the Popish Bichops their Predeceſſors; and 
ſo they likewiſe ſympathize in this with the Diſſenters, 
that they thruſt themſelves as Guides upon the Road of 
their own Heads ; unleſs they will claim an eætraordi- 
nary Miſſion immediately from God; for which if 
they can shew the Teſtimony of Miracles, as the 
Apoſtles did, we shall be ready to believe them. 

Laſtly Mr Leſiy tells us, that the Diſſenters thruſt 
themſelves as Guides upon the Road in utter Con- 
tempt and Oppoſition to all the Guides of God's Appoint- 
ment from the Days of the Apoſtles. It ſeems then that 
there were Guides of God's Appointment from the very 
Time of the Apoſtles till the pretended Reformati- 
on; and if they were of God's Appointment , they could 
not be falſe Guides. But of what Religion were theſe 
Guides of God's Appointment ? W exe they Proteſtants or 
Papiſts? They could not be Proteſtants before there 
were any Reform d Churches in Being: tis plain then 
they were all Papiſis before the Reformation; at 


leaſt in the Iſland of Great Britain, where no Reli- 


gion but Popery was ever profeſs'd for 900 Vears to- 
gether till the Change of it introduced by Henry 

VIII. carried on by Edoard V I. and finish'd by 
Queen Eliſabeth. It was therefore effected in utter 


\ 


Art. 1. without a lawful Miſſion, 11 
Contempt and Oppoſition to all the Bishops and 
Paſtors, who had been the Guides of God's Appoint- 
ment for nine hundred Years together. 
And how then can Mr Lefly reproach the Diſſenters 
with this unwarantable Proceeding, ſince it is plain the 
only follow'd the Example his Church had ſet them? 
Nay may we not legally conclude againſt him as he do's 
againſt the Diſſenters that his Church has no Authority et 
all either to preach the Word or adminiſter the holy Sacra. 
ments which God has inſtituted , or to bleſs in his Name? 
And ſo according to his own. Principle she is no Part 
of the true Church of Chriſt as being deſtitute of a law- 
ful Miſſion, and guilty of having uſurped the ſacred 
Miniſtry without Commiſſion or Succeſſion, + +} 
Bur let that be as it will, it is manifeſt both from 
Scripture and Tradition, that there can be no lawful 
Miniſtry without a lawful Miſſion; which is preciſely 
the Principle I have eſtablish'd: nor do I know any 
Proteſtant ſo unreaſonable as to deny it, tho they all 
differ from us in the Application of it. On the con- 
trary all the Reform d Churches labour with their ut- 
moſt Force to prove the Legality of their Miſſion, 
ſame one Way ſome another; and it shall now be 
my Buſineſs to prove that it is impoſſible for any 
of them to make good their Title: which if Ido, 
every Proteſtant, whatever Reform d Church he is a 
Member of, muſt be ſenſible that he is out of the 
May of Salvation: becauſe Salvation cannot be at- 
taih'd ro in a Church, in which there is no lawfal 
Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, or under the Con- 
duct of Guides, who have not enter'd into the Sheep- 
fold by the Door, and are ſtigmatiz'd by Chriſt him. 


elk wich the infamous Character of Thieves and. 
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| The Diſagreement + Art. 2. 


A R T. 14. 


Th: Diſagreement among N Proteſtants concerning their 


Miſſion, 


—— and Conttadictions in a Diſpute 
Labout a Title, which for it's importance ought 
to be clear and unconteſted, is of itſelf a ſtrong 
Proof of it's nullity. There is not, for Example, a 
Bishop or inferiour Paſtor in the Communion of the 
Church of Rome but can prove the Validity of his 
Title to the ſacred Miniſtry as clearly as an Officer 
in the Army can shew his Commiſſion for the reſpec- 
tive Poſt he is in. And it cannot be doubred but the 
Reform'd Churches would prove theirs with the ſame 
unconteſted Evidence, and there would be the ſame 
Harmony amongſt them in this Point as there is 
amonlt Roman Catholicks , if their Title to the Mini(- 
try were grounded upon a ſolid Foundation like that 


of the Church of Rome: whereas on the contrary no- 


thing perplexes Pro:-ſtants more than the Queſtion 
Tertullian put to the Hereticks of his Time, who are 
gou? hence did you come? That is, when we preſs 
them to give an Account of their Miſſion or Vocation 
to the Miniſtry of the Goſp:l, Becauſe the firſt Refer- 
mers having broke off from the Communion of the 


whole World (as both Luther and Calvin atteſt in 


their W rirings) it is hard to conceive what Way | 
a awful A ſſion could poſſibly be convey'd to them: 
and if the f/f Reformers had no lawful Miſſion, their 


Succeſſors can have none. 


| Here then they all find themſelves involved in an 


inextricable Labyrinth of Difficulties what Way 


ſever they turn themſelves, and they vary in their 


Opinions about it juſt according as they are preſs d 


1 W 
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Art. 2. among i Proteſtants, & c. 


on this or that Side by the Arguments of their Ad- 
verſaries. They who chiefly conſider the Difficulty 
of maintaining their Pretentions to an ordinary Aiſ- 
ſion fly for Sanctuary to an extraordinary one: and 


they who find themſelves driven out of this En- 


rrenchment endeavour to make the beſt shift they 
can by having Recourſe to an ordinary one. 

Luther and Calvin with ſome others, as they were 
the Apoſtles of the Reformation, ſo we find them at 
the Head of that Party, which ſtood up for an ex- 
traordinary Miſſion. For they conſidet d that they had 
ſer up a new Goſpel, a new Church Government , a new 
Miniſtry, a new Communion , and had ſeparated them- 
felves from all Chriſtian Societies in the World. 
They judg'd it therefore the beſt and ſafeſt Courſe 
they could take never to trouble their Heads with 
proving their Ordinary Aſſimm, which they plainly 
ſaw was a defenceleſs Cauſe: and ſo reſolved to fer 
a good bold Face upon the Matter, and chalenge to 
themſelves an immediate Miſſion to reform the Church 


not from Men, but from God himſelf. But leaſt 


thoſe, who may be ſenſible of the Folly and Extra- 


vagance of this Pretenſion should ſuſpect the Truth 
of it, and Imagine I pretend to fight againſt my 


own Shadow, I shall prove it with the utmoſt Evi- 
dence from their own-W ritings. e 

Firſt Martin Luther ſpeaks thus of himſelf. I 
ſure (ſays he) I have my Doctrine from Heaven, Tom. 
2. Fol. 333. And again. I was THE FIRST TO WHOM 
GoD VOUCHSAFED TO REVEAL the Things which 
have been preach'd to you, Tom. 7. Fol. 274. and Tom. 


2. Fol. 305;. he writes thus. Since now I am certain I 


preach the Word of God, it is not fit I ghould want 4 


Title for the Recommending of this W ord and il ork of the 
Miniſtry, To vnc I AM CcALL'D'BY GOD: men 


J HAvE NOT RECIIVBD oH MEN, NOR BY Mx, 


—_ The Diſagreement Art. 2. 
- BUT BY THE GIT o GOD AND REVELATION OF 
 Jesvs-Crurisr. This is a plain and poſitive Aver- 
ring that he had not his Doctrine by Succeſſion 
from any that went before him , nor by Conſequence 
from the Apoſtolical Church, which ſurely was before 
him: and this alone ſuffices ro condemn him and his 
Doctrine, unleſs he can prove effectually that he 
had it immediately from Heaven. 
Calvin is full as plain upon the matter Epiſ. 190. 
to the King of Poland, where he writes thus. Since 
by the Pope's Tyranny the Succeſſion has been interrupted, 
the Church could not be reeſtablis d without a NEN] M- 
NISTRY ---- So that the Commiſſion our Saviour gave us 
to aſſemble the Churches was WHOLLY EXTRAORDINA= 
RY. And ſince the Supporters of true Piety appear d ſud- 
den in an EXTRAORDINARY Manner, their Vocation is 
wt to be examined by the comMon RuLEs, but they 
were raiſed IMMEDIATELY BY Gop to the End that 
having eſtablish'd the Churches they should ordain other 
Paſtors to ſucceed them, | | 
In another Work entituled the true method of Re- 
forming the Church, he writes in the following Man- 
ner. I have already ſaid that an ordinary Vocation is no- 
erſſary when the State of the Church is uncorrupted, or 
at leaſt tolerable, But will this tie up the Hand of God, 
and binder him from RAISING IN AN EXTRACRDINA- 
my MANNER Prophets and other Miniſters to reeſtabluh 
bes Church, when it ts utterly ruined ? Then he proceeds 
to apply this to the firſt Reformers as Men raiſed by 
God in an extraordinary Manner. . 9 
Theodorus Beza, who ſucceeded Calvin in the Go- 
vernment of the Church of Geneva, maintain'd the 
ſame in his Conference with the Cardinal of Lorain 
at Poiſſy, where he tells his Adverſaty, that tho ſome 
of the firſt Reformers might have inſiſted upon their 
Miſſion as derived from the Church of Rome, yet they 


| Art. 2. gmong ii Proteſtants, G&S. 11 
voluntarily renounced their Ordination as the Mark 
of the Beaſt, and choſe rather to depend upon an 
extraordinary Vocation ; becauſe the ordinary Miſſron 
was in Reality extinguish'd in the Roman Church, 
in which there was nothing but a horrible Diſorder. 
and Confuſion. Hiſt. Eccl, pag. 3806. 

Bur he explains himſelf more fully in a Diſpare 
he had with a Proteſtant Writer call'd Adrian Sara 


dias, who in a Book writ by him concerning the De- 


grees of Miniſters of the Goſpel maintain'd that parti- 
cularly thoſe of the ficſt Reformers, who had been. 
ordain'd in the Church of Rome, ſtood in no Need of 
an extraordinary Miſſion , but that the Orainary one. 
they had received by Virtue of their Ordination ſuf- 
ficed : and as for others, he ſaid that every Chriſ- 
tian well. inſtructed in the Scripture had both a Power 
and Obligation to reform all Abuſes and Errors that 
were crept into the Church. me 
This latter Part of his Opinion Bezæ refures by 
telling him, that at that Rate every Man that has bur 
a good Opinion of his own Learning will under Pretence 
of Reforming the Church ſet up for a Preacher of a new. 
Goſpel and form ſeparate Aſſemblies as Anabaptiſis ant 
Libertines are wont to do, But God forbid ( ſays he) 
= that we should open a Gate to ſuch a pernicious Licenti- 
= ouſnefs, And ſo far he had moſt certainly Truth on 
his Side. | LR * 
But he rejects the other Part of Saravias's Opini- 
on with a great Deal of Heat. » Pray (ſays he) «._ 


IX what Sort of ordinary Pacation is that, which you * 


attribute to all but a few of thoſe who wete raiſed & 
by God? You cannot but mean a Papiſtical Voca- &« 
tion, ſince it appears plainly enough from what & 
you ſay that if the Bishops of France should now «_ 
withdraw themſelves and their Churches from the «. 


Pope's T h of all Idelatry « 
*ope s Tyranby , and purge them of all Ae oe 


| The Diſagreement . Axt. 4. 
and Superſtition, they would ſtand in no Need of 
any other Vocation than what they have already. 
W har! can we Imagine that Papiſtical Ordinati- 
ons, which are no better than an infamous Com- 
merce with the Romish Harlot, and more polluted 
than the Pay of Proſtitutes forbid by God to be 
offer'd in his Temple, which impowers ſome to 
corrupt the Goſpel inſtead of preaching it, and MY 
others only to offer Sacrifice, which is a moſt hor- 
rible Abomination: can we imagine, I ſay, that 
theſe wicked Ordinations should ſtand good in 
ſuch a Manner, that as often as God gives the 
Grace to any of theſe ſpurious Bishops to come 
over to true Chriſtianity, all the impurity of 
their Ordinations should be immediately purged 
away ? But with what Face or Confidence will any 
one, whoſe Heart God has touch'd, pretend to 
deteſt Popery without Abjuring the irregular Ordi- 
nation he has received? Or if he abjures it, how #Þ 
can he aſſume an Authority to preach in Vittue 
of it? I don't deny indeed that when ſuch Per- 
{ons are found to be well inſtructed, edifying in 
their Lives, and capable of feeding the Flook , 
„ they may be reordain d, and of ſpurious Bishops ten- 
» der'd legitimate Paſtors, „ 

*Tis plain then what Calvin and Be?a thought of 
the Miſſion of the firſt Reformers : which is ſtill more 
confirm'd by the Profeſſion of Faith required ro be 
made by the Hugonots of France, in the Compoling # 
whereof theſe rwo reforming Apoſtles had the chief 1 
Hand. The ziſt Article of it is thus Worded. 1 
„We believe that no Man ought by his own Au- MW; 
„ thority to arrogate to himſelf the Government of Mc 

„the Church: but that ir ought ro be confer'd by MF \ 
f 
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„Election as far as is poſſible and God will permit. 
„ W hich Exception we add e it 
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Art. 2. among t Proteſtants, &c. 2 
has been neceſſary ſometimes and even in our Days c 
(in which the State of the Church was interrup- & 
ted) that God should raiſe Perſons in an extraor- « 
dinary Ad anner to reſtablish the Church faln into « 
Ruine and Deſolation, s- | 
This Article contains three Things. 1. The gene- 
ral Rule. 2. The Exception from this general Rule, 
And z. The Application of this Exception to the fr 
formers. T he general Rule is - that no Man ought 
his own Authority to arrogate to himſelf the Governe 
ment: of the Church, but it ought to be confer d by Elec= 
tion. The Exception is, that God permits fametimes that 
= the Obſervance of this Rule is impratticable, and then he 
= raiſes Aden in an EXTRAORDINARY MANNER to {ups 
* ply the De fect of an Ordinary Yocation, And the Apa 
plication of this Exception to the firſt Reformers is, 
that it has been neceſſary ſometimes and even in our Days 
in which the State of the Church was interrupted ) ta 
raiſe Perſons in an EXTRAORDINARY MANNER 74 
reeſt ablish the Church faln into Ruine and Deſolation, _ 
Pence it is plain that if the firſt Reformers had 
exerciſed the Miniſtry by Virtue of an ordinary V 
cation, they would have been comprehended within 
the general Rule, and not within the Exception. 
Wbereas the zith Article puts them in the Excep- 
tion, in ſuppoſing them to have been in ſuch Cir- 


cumſtances, that God did not permit the ordinary 


Vocation to take Place. F- 
= Conformably ro this Article the Synod of G 
held An, 1603. decreed that it should be maintain'd 
in it's full Force without inſiſting upon any ordinary 


cation detived from the Church of Rome. The De- 


cree of that Synod was deliver'd in the following 
Words. Concerning the zith Article of our Pro- g 

feſſion of Faith the Queſtion being put, upon what & 
Foundation the Authoriry our firſt he had of « 


y * 8 


** 


| The Diſagrement Art. 2. 
Preaching and Reforming the Church was to be 
ſettled, whether it should be upon their Miſſion 
derived from the Church of Rome, the Aſſembly 
reſolved that it should be wholly aſcribed to an 
extraordinary Vocation, whereby God moved them 
interiourly in an extraordinary Manner, and not to 
the little they had ſtill left of the corrupt Miſſion 
of the Church of Rome. 1 N 
And in the ſame Profeſſion of Faith Art. 28. they 


declare that they condemn all Popish Aſſemblies , becauſe 
THE PURE WORD oF GOD 1s BANISH'D OUT OP 
THEM, AND THE HOLY SACRAMENTS ARE COR- 
RUPTED, BASTARDIZED, FALSIFIED,, OR RATHER 


"ENTIRELY ANNIHILATED ; | 
"AND SUPERSTITION IS PRACTISED IN THEM; AND |? 


AND ALL IDOLATRY 


THAT WHOEVER FOLLOWS THEIR PRACTICES OR 


COMMUNICATES WITH THEM, 
FROM THE MYSTICAL BODY OF 


not wrong'd the Truth in Attributing both to Lu- 
ther and Calvin, and many of their Followers the 
"Folly and Extravagance of pretending to an extraor- | 
* dinary HM ſſion, or immediate Vocation from God. But 


£sUS-CHRIST, 
From all theſe Proofs it is manifeſt that I have 


thoſe who follow'd them ſome Years after findin 
it impoſſible to ſtand their Ground againſt the Force 


of the Arguments urged by Catholick Divines a- 


gainſt this preſumpruous and exorbitant Pretenſion # 
of their firſt R formers, were reduced ro the Neceſ- i 
ſity of raking up with an ordinary Miſſion, and main- 


taining that their Forefathers had no other, 


1 


CUTS HIMSELF OFF, 


But here again they are forced to run into diſa- 
greeing Syſtems. Some of thoſe who are for an or- 
* dinary Miſſion, being convinced that in all Ages it. 
was continued by the Succeſſion of Bishops ſtand up 
for Epiſcopal Ordination, and maintain conſequent- 

ly that there can be no lawful Miniſtry without it: 
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Art. 2. among it Proteſtants, & c. 19 
and thus far they agree with the Church of Rome. But 
then as to the Exerciſe of Epiſcopal. or Paſtoral Ju- 
riſdiction, ſome (as the Proteſtants of Sweden and 
Denmark.) will have it depend upon the ſuperiour Con- 
ſtory. Others, as Cranmer, on the Prince's will and 
Pleaſure. And others again aſſert it's Independency 
on the civil Power: which is the Opinion of many 
in England; and theſe derive it's Source from the 
Church of Rome. | | ts 
But the Proteſtants of France not believing Epiſ- 
copacy to be of divine Inſtitution have taken up a 
Syſtem wholly different from theſe. The famous Mi- 
niſter Claude ro prove the Proteſtant Miſſion to be 
ordinary, thinks it ſufficient ro shew, that their firſt 
Paſtors were eſtablish'd by the People, in whom he 
places the Source of Authority and Vocation, And 
therefore in his Defence of the Reformation p. 345. 
he maintains, that provided the People call a Man 
to the Miniſtry,, and he gives his Conſent, this gives 
him a lawful Miſſion without any other Formality. 
The Miniſter Jurieu in his Anſwer to Monſ. Ni- 
col, page 573. lays this for the Feundation of his 
Syſtem, viz, that as every civil Society has a natural 
Right to chooſe it's own Officers or Magiſtrates for 
the civil Go vegament , and make what Laws it thinks 
moſt 51 „ pik it's Preſervation; ſo every Church 
has no leſs) P Cural Right (that is, independent of 
any divine LS. ) to chooſe it's own Guides and 
Rulers, and make it's own Laws for the ſame End. 
But this is putting the Church of Chriſt upon the 
ſame Footing with the ſecular State, without any Re- 
gard to the Difference there is betwixt them both 
as to their firſt Inſtitution, and the End of it. For (as 
I have already obſerved) all ſecular States are meer 
political Societies form'd by Men, and tending to 
an End that is meerly human, They ons therefore 
| | 2 
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10 The Diſagreement Arx. 
ſubject to the Will and Pleaſure of Men, who may 
chooſe what Rulers, and inſtal them by what Me- 
thods they think fitting: But the Chureh, as ſuch, 
is a Society, which has Chriſt himſelf for it's im- 
mediate Founder and Lawgiver; and is therefore tied 
down to the Laws his infinite Wiſdom has eſta- | 
blish'd for it's Government, and the Continuation 5} 


tional Church, as it is a Part of the Church in gene- 
ral, and by conſequence ſubject to ſuch Laws as 
regard the whole Church, is bound to follow thoſe 
Laws. 1 

The End of it's Eſtablishment is likewiſe wholly 
fpivicual, to wit, the Salvation of Souls; which End 
cannot be attain'd but by the ſupernatural Means 
of Grace, nor Grace but 4 the Sacraments ; which 
Chriſt (who is the only Maſter both of his Grace, | 
and of the Way of Conveying it to us) has inſti. } 
tuted as ſo many Chanels for the Conveyance of ir 
ro our Souls ; and the Adminiſtration whereof ro- 
ge her with the Preaching of the holy Word he 
co umitted to his Apoſtles and their Succeſſors deſ- 
cen ling from them by a ſpiritual Generation accor- 
din; to the Methods eſtablish'd by him. And ſo Mr 
Juri us fine parallel between a Nasa Church and 
a national State is a meer empty Flo OS, = only to 
impoſe upon the ignorant Laity £0; Vanity it 
agrecably flatters by making them Ae ovurce of all 


Authority both civ and Eccleſiaftith, 7 
Thus we ſee the Diſagreement and Confuſion a- 
mongft Proteſtants concerning a Point of the greateſt | 
Importance, and upon which the whole Superſtrue- 
ture of the Reformation depends as upon a Four. | 
dation, without which it cannot poſſibly ſubſiſt. It 
has been fully sbew'd, 1. that nothing leſs than an 


extraordinary Miſſien was claim d by the firſt Refave 
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mers. 2. That tho ſome of their Followers endea- 
vour'd at firſt ro ſupport this extravagant Preten- 


ſion, the greareſt Parr have ſince rejected it as a de- 


fenceleſs Cauſe , and ſtand up for an ordinary Ai. 


3 on. And z. that rheſe Advocates for an ordinary Mis. 
ſion are all at Variance amongſt themſelves about 


the Manner of it's Conveyance, and put to the har- 


deſt Shifts to patch it up as well as they can. 


I shall therefore now proceed to ptove that the 


or extraordinary, but climb d up to the theepfold by an- 
other Way like Thieves and Robbers, And if the firſt 
Reformers had no Miſſion, I am ſure their Succeflors 
in the facred Miniſtry can have none: becauſe no 
Man can tranſmit to another what he has not him- 
ſelf, Nay we may as well ſay that a Son can inhe- 
rit a good Eſtate of a Father, who has not a Great 
to leave him. So that if the very Fathers of the Re- 
formation had not a /awful Miſſion, it is an uncon= - 
ceivable Riddle how their Children should come by 

it; as it is unconceivable how the Succeſſors of the 


Apoſtles should have had a lawfil Miſſion, if the . 


poltles themſelves had none. W hence I conclude 
that if it be made manifeſt, that the ßrſt Reformers 
were wholly deſtitute of ſuch a Miſſion , it will like- 
wile be folly proved that theit Succeſſors are in the 
ſame unhappy Condition; and that they who are 
Members of any of the Reforw'd Churches founded 
by them, as they coritinue to be Abetrors of their 
Sacrilegious Uſurpation of the holy Miniſtry , can be 


regarded no orherwife than as Petſ6ns , who are out 


of the trur Church of Chriſt, in which alone Salvation 


= 
* 

ln: ö D @.Þ i 
Can be attain 

55 l * 

i ; 5 ; 
* e . 


The frſt | Reformers had | Art, 34 
A T. 114% | 
| The firſt Reformers had no extraordinary Miſſion, 


| Henever ir has pleaſed God to raiſe Men in 
a V an extrawdinary Manner to be the Guides of 
his People (as he raiſed Moſes to lead them out of 
Egzypt, and as he raiſed the Apoſtles ro preach the 
evangelical Law to the whole World) he nevet 
 Fail'd to diſtinguich them by ſuch unconteſtable ' 
Marks of their extraordinary Miſſion , as were a ſolid 
Motive to the People to form a rational Judgment 
upon, that they were undoubred!y ſent by God, and 
Thar he had beſtow'd thoſe Marks upon them as a 
| Declaration and Teſtimony of his Will, that they 
were bound to acknowledge them for their Paſtors, 
and ſuffer themſelves to be guided by them. And 
this is fo perfectly conformable to the uſual Me- 
thods of God's infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs in 
providing Means proper for their reſpective Ends 
(eſpecially in Relation ro Things immediately ap- 
pertaining to the Salvation of Souls redeem'd with 
the ſacred Blood of Jeſws-Chriſt ) that without it the 
People would not be guarded againſt the Seduction 
of falſe Guides, who might equally pretend to an 
immediate Commiſſion from God-; and ſo every impoſ— 
ror might ſer up for an inſpired Man, and put his 
Cheats upon the People, under the Cover of this 
religious Mask. . „ 
Tis therefore neceſſary the People should have 
ſome ſure Marks to diſtinguish lawful Paſtors from 
Seducers; but more eſpecially when new Doct᷑rines are 
propoled ro them, whereof there is but one Exam 
le either recorded in the new Teſtament , or ever al- 


low'd of by the Carholick, Church; viz. the firſt Prea- 
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ching of the Evangelical Law, which doubtleſs was a 
new Law and a new Doctrine: and therefore the Per- 
ſons choſen immediately by God for this great 
Work were clearly diſtinguish'd from Impoſtors or 
Seducers by three Marks, To wit, Holineſs of Life in 
a moſt eminent Degree, Holineſs or Purity of Doctrine. 
and the Gift of Miracles, Theſe were the Marks, by 
which the faithful were fully aſſured that the Apoſ= 
tles had their Commiſſion from God: for nothing was 
more holy than their Lives, nothing purer than their 
Doctrine, and God declared himſelf to be the Author 
of it by giving them the Power of Working the 
moſt ſtupendious Miracles in Confirmation of it. | 

But I find nothing of theſe Marks of an extraor« 
dinary Vocation in any of the firſt Reformers. For as 
to Holineſs of Life, the very beſt amongſt them were 
only ſo becauſe they were not quite ſo bad as the 
reſt, and their greateſt Admirers could never com- 
mend them either for Auſterity of Life, or any one 
eminent virtuous Quality that raiſed them above 
the ordinary Level of Mankind: nay there was not 
one amongſt them, but was guilty of the deadly Sin 
of Calumny in a very high Degree, in aſperſing and 
miſrepreſenting the Docttine of their Mother Church, 
as the only means to give ſome Colour to their As 
poſtacy. . 5 ; 

Bur ſome of them were eminent for nothing but 
the Viciouſneſs of their Lives. Witneſs Martin Lam 
ther the very Patriarch of the Reformation; who has 
left us in his own Writings ſuch Monuments of 
his haughty , ſcurrilous, immortified , nay even viciom 
and impiows Diſpoſition, that his greateſt Enemies 
cannot paint him in blacker Colours than he has 
done himſelf: as will appear more fully hereafter, 


: 
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vhen I come to ſpeak of his Doctrine. 


1 
Caroloſtadius another Head-Reformer is a ſecond Inſ- 
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tance of this Truth. He was the ficſt amongſt the 


reforming Prieſts who married publickly; and Adel anc- 


then, who was perſonally acquainted with him, gives 
him the Character of an ignorant and brutal Man, 
void of Pizty and Humanity, and rather a Jew than 
a Chriſtian tho of a crafty and turbulent nature, Lib. 
Teftim. Fref. Moſt excellent Qualifications to fic a 


Man for a Reformer of the Church of Chriſt call'd by 


God in an extraordinary Manner. 

I omit others to avoid Prolixity, or appearing to 
rake a Pleaſure in Expoſing the Memory of Perſons, 
who have long Since had their Trial ar the great 
Tribunal. But I cannot forbear ſaying ſomething of 
Archbishop Craumer the firſt Reformer of the Church 
of England, and Burner's chief Hero in his unfaichfol 
Hiſtory of the English Reformation, But with all his 
Skill in daubing over and diſguiſing hiſtorical 


Facts, he cannot hinder an impartial Reader 


from forming this Judgment of his Hero; * wiz, 
that if inſtead of Reforming his Adether-Church he 
had applied himſelf ro reform the Irregularities of 
his own Life, tis probable England would not have 


become the Theater of thoſe aſtonishing as well as 


ſcandalous Diſorders publickly committed during 


the 23. laſt Years of King Henrys Reign, whereof 


he was the chief Author by his pernicious Counſels, 
and baſe Compliances with that Prince. And yet this 


Man, who had deliver'd up the Eccleſaſtical Autho- 


rity to prophane ſecular Hands, ſacrificed the Patri- 


fs mony of the Church to the Avarice of his Prince, 


proſtitured his Conſcience to all his diſorderly Luſts, 
play'd the Hypocrite and diſſembled his Religion for 


at leaſt 13. Years together; this Man, I ſay, was in the 
following Reign in Quality of Primate of England the 
chief Eccleſiaſtical Tool of the Court in promoting 


2 
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all che Changes of Religion then ſer on Foot, which 
were varnish'd over with the plauſible Name of a 
godly Reformation. But is it then poſlible that God 
should be the Author of a Work, when ſuch wic« 
ked Men as theſe are the principal Actots in it? 
Do's he uſually employ ſuch Inſtruments as theſe to 
bring about his Deſigns of an extraordinary Mercy ! 
If the Thing be not abſolutely impoſſible, it is ar 
leaſt without Example: and I cannot but think it 
much more conformable both to Reaſon and the 
uſual Methods of Providence to ſay, that when wie- 
ked Men proſper in their Deſigns, they are not Inſ- 
truments choſen by God in his Mercy, bur ſuffer'd 
by him in his Anger as Scourges to punish the Sins 
of the People, gs | 
Tiis plain however that the fir/# Reformers were 
wholly deſtitute of the firſ# Mark of an extraordinary 
Vocation, to wit, Holineſs of Life. Now then let us 
ſee whether they were diſtinguish'd from falſe Guides 
by the ſecond, to wit, Holineſs or purity of Doctrine, 
which is wholly indiſpenſable, becauſe falſe Doc. 
trines can only have the Father of Lies for their Au- 
thor, Tis true indeed their Boaſt at firſt in Order ta 
impoſe upon the Weakneſs and Credulity of the 
People was, that they would teach nothing bur the 
pure Mord of God : but they fell very short of perfor. 
ming this noble Promiſe; whereof I shall give ſome 
few remarkable Inſtances. ": 
Firſt, the Word of God teaches very plainly that 
Vows made to God are binding, When thou shall 
Vow a Vow unto the Lord thy God, thou shallt not ſlack 
to pay it that which is gone out of thy Lips thou shall"t 
keep and perform. Deut. 23. V. 21. 23. And St Paul lays 
of Widows conſecrated to God, that when they have 
begun to wax wanton againſt Chriſt, they will marry ha- 
ving Damnation to themſelves , becauſe a have caſt off 


3 
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their firſt Faith. 1. Tim. 5. v.11, 12. But the firſt Re- 


formers could not relish this holy Doctrine, and made 
bold to give the Word of God the Lie by teaching 


ö publickly that monaſtical Vows did not oblige Per- 


ſons of either Sex that had made them. Accordingly 
both Pens and Pulpits were employ'd to encourage 
the Violation of them, and Scriptural Texts were 
taught to ſpeak a Language agreeable to Flesh and 
Blood. Bur becauſe Example is uſually more preva- 
lent than Words, Martin Luther an Auſtin. friar to 
the everlaſting Shame of the Reformation thought fir 
to confirm by his own Practice the Doctrine he had 

reach'd; and leaſt the femal Sex should want an 
Example of the ſame Kind he made Choice of a Nun 
for his Bride, and ſo became guilty of a double Sa- 
crilege. Their Example, how exorbitantly ſcanda- 
lous ſoever, was follow'd by many, who otherwiſe 
would never have thought of changing their State. 


And thus Apoſtate Fryars , Prieſts, and Nuns became 
the nurſing Fathers and Mothers of the Reform'd 
Churches, and the new Gabel was propagated like 


Mankind after the Fall of Adam nor by a Spiritual 


but carnal Generation. 


2aly, it is manifeſt from the Word of God that the 
State of Yirginity is encouraged by Chriſt, Math. 19. 
V. II. 12, and recommended in expreſs Terms by Sr 


Paul 1. Cor. 7. V. 7. 8. I would, ſays he, that all Men 


were even as myſelf ---- I ſay therefore to the unmarried 
and Widows, it is good for them if they abide even as I. 
And again. So then he that giveth his Daughter in Mar- 
riage doth: well, but he that giveth her not doth better, V. 
38. W hence it follows by an undeniable Conſequence 
that the State of perpetual Virginity is poſſible by the 


Help of God's Grace; for otherwiſe it could not be 


lawfully recommended. But Martin Luther ſcrupled 
not to contradict the Hord of God, and maintain the 
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_ abſolute impoſſibility, nay Unlawfulneſs of ir. 
Let us hear His on Words. God declares, ſays 
he, that he will have no Man live unmarried, but to be 
multiplied --- if any Man reſolves to continue unmarried, 
let him put off the Name of Man and make it appear 
that he is an Angel or Spirit: for to Man God do's not 
allow it by any Means. Epiſt. ad W olf, Tom. 7, Fol, 
OG: 1. | 23 T 
: Again Serm, de Matrim. Tom. 5. Fol. 119. i. he wti- 
tes thus. Encreaſe and multiply it not a Precept, but 
more than a Precept, that is to ſay, a divine Work ---- 
which is as neceſſary as to be a Man, and more neceſſary 
than to eat, drink, ſleep and wake ---- As it # not in 
my Power not to be a Man, ſo it ts not in my Choice to 
be without a Woman, and again, 24 it is not inthy Power 
not to be aWoman, ſoit is not in thy Choice to live with. 
out a Man. | E . 
Nay his Extravagance went ſtil] farther. For tho 
Poligamy, that is, the plurality of Wives, or Huſe 
bands, be poſitively condemn'd in the new Teſtament, 
he blush'd not to teach the lawfulneſs of it: as will 
appear from the following Pieces. V hat if one of be 
married Couple, ſays he, should refuſe to be reconciled 
to the other and would abſolutely live ſeparate, and the 
other not being able to contain should be forced to. ſeek an- 
other Conſort , what muſt he do? may he contract with an- 
other? I anſwer that without Doubt he may. In 1. Cor, 7, 
Tom, 5. Fol. z. 2. - | 1 +4 
Put the Caſe, ſays he, that one should fly from the 
ether till there has been a third or fourth Marriage, may 
the Husband marry another Wife as often as his former 
leaves him ſo as to have TEN OR MORE of theſe Deſer= 
ters ſtill alive? Again may the Wiſe have TEN OR MORN 
HusBANDS who are all fled ? I anſwer that we cannot 
ſtop St Paul's Mouth, nor contend with ſuch as think fib 
to make uſe of his Doctrine as often as __ requires. Hu 
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Words are plain, that a Brother or Siſter are free from 
the Law of Marriage if the other departs , or will not con- 
J ent to live with the other, Ibid Fol. 112. 2. 35 

Tis fit, lays he again, the HFusband thould ſay, if 
| | thou will't not, another will. If the Miſtreſs refuſes , let 
Wi the Maid come. But firſt he should a ſecond and third 
7s Time admontsh his I ife , and before others make known 

her Obſtinacy, that she may be publikly reprebended, if 
after that She refuſes, divorſe her, and advance Eſther 
in the Place of Vaſthi. Ibid. Fol. 123. 1. Strange Docs 
trine for a Man call'd by God in an extraordinary 
Manner! Nay do's it not manifeſtly shew him to have 
been a moſt wicked Impoſtor > 1 5 

Hlis Doctrine concerning free Fill is no leſs con- 

trary to the Word of God - for he utterly denies ir. 
free Will, lays he, after Sin i no more than an empty 

Name, Tom. 2. Fol. 3. 2. and in his Treatiſe de ſervo 

arbitrio he writes thus, Mans Will is inthe Nature of 

4 Horſe, If God ſits upon it, it tends and goes as God 

would have it go --- if the Devil rides it, it tends and goes 
a4 the Devil would have it, nor can it chooſe which of the 
Riders it will run to, or ſeeh ; but the Riders themſelves 
ſtrive who shall gain or poſſeſs it. Tom. 2. Fol. 434. 2. 
and again in the ſame Treatiſe. Fol, 460. 2. I God 
foreſaw , lays he, that Judas would be a Traitor, Judas 
of neceſſuy became a Traitor: neither was it in the Power 
of Judas or of any other Creature to do otherwiſe , or to 
change by Will, Thus wrote this great Reformer, and 
he was follow'd in this impious Doctrine by Calvin, 
v ho taught that Grace neceſſit ates the Will, and that 

God is the Author of all our ſinful as well as virtu- 

vn Actions: to which he added ſeveral extravagant 
Errors of his own, which I omit for Brevity's Sake. 

Laſtly, tis an unconteſtable Truth, that doing Pe- 

nance forour Sins is a duty commanded by the Ward 
of God. Bring therefore forth Fruits worthy of Repentances 


. 
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Luke z. V. 8. which all the Fathers have ä 
for penitential Works ro punish our Sins. And a- 
gain, excepr you do Penance you shall all periah. Luke 
13. V. 5. It is likewiſe a Truth taught us by the Word 
of God that the narrow Way is the only Way to 
Heaven. Enter ye in at the ſtrait Gate, ſays Chiiſt, 
| becauſe ſtrait is the Gate, and narrow is the ay, which 
leadeth unto Life. Math, 7. V. 13. 14. Which he con- 
firms thus. If any Man will come after me, let him 
deny himſelf, and tale up his Croſs daily and follow me. 
| Luke 9. V. 23. But if we examine the Doctrine and 
| Methods of our new Goſpellers, we shall find them all 
buſy in Enlarging the Way to Heaven inſtead of 
recommending the narrow one mark d out in the 
Goſpel. 

The ſolemn Faſt of Lent, of inked and Figils ſo 
venerable for their Antiquity: were utterly abolish'd 
where-ever Calviniſm prevail'd , and by Degrees in all 

the Refarm'd Churches. Abſtinence from Flesh on Fry- 
days and Saturdays was repreſented as a ſuperſtitious 
Diſtinction of Mears condemn'd by St Paul. Penance 
was ſtruck out of the Number of Sacraments. Doing pe- 
nitential Mor ks to ſatisfy for our Sins was declaim d 
againſt as injurious to the infinite Satisfaction of Chriſt 
The Auſterity of monaſtical Diſcipline, religious Vous, 
and the ſingle Life of Prieſts were run down as an in- 
if upportable Yoke impoſed by the Tyranny of Popes: 
and in Conſequence to this commodious Doctrine 
Monks and 'Fryars were permitted to throw off their 
Frocks, Virgins their Veils, and Prieſis to exchange 
their Breviaries for more diverting Company: in a 
Mord, Ecrleſiaſtical Authority was render d precati- / 
ous, and every Man conſtituted Judge of his wal 
Practice as well as Faith. 
Strange Reformation ! Is it then poſlible char'- 


Dogrine ſo favourable to all the Inclinations of "4 
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7 

corrupt nature should be inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt? b 

or that the Teachers of them were commiſſion'd by r 
God to publish them in his Name? I leave every one - iſ 

to form what judgment he thinks fitting upon the * 

Matter. However let Proteſtants varnish Things over ti 

as they pleaſe, they will find it a hard Task to con- t 

vince any Man of common Senſe that Perſons , who e 

were the Authors of ſuch ſcandalous Relaxations in t 


Diſcipline and Morality , had either the Holy Ghoſt for 
their Guides, or the Mord of God for their Rule. The 
Reaſon hereof is plain, becauſe the Spirit of God is 
unchangeabls, and cannot lead different Perſons, a 
whom he owns for lawful Miniſters under him, through ( 
ways directly oppoſite to one another, fo as to im- ) 
power ſome to preach one Sort of Goſpel, and o- 
thers another, Now I can ſcarce think any Proteſtant 
ſo unreaſonable ar preſent as to deny that thoſe great 
Lights of the Church in ancient Times, v, St Cy- 
prian, St Athanaſius , St Baſil , St Gregory of Nazianzen, 
| St ferom, St Epiphanius, St Chryſoſtom and St Auſtin 
| : were all guided by the Spirit of God. But did any of 
= theſe great Men rail at religious Yows, or the Celi- 
| Lacy of Prieſts? Did they exhort Aon and Virgins to 

| quit their ſolitary Cells and return to the World? 

1 Did they abolish the Faſt of Lent, and other Faſts 
= ſtill kept up in the Church of Rome? Or were they 
l declared Enemies ro Confeſſing our Sins and doing 
| \ Penance for them? Alas, we need bur caſt an Eye 
upon their Writings or the Hiſtory of their Lives, 
to find that as they practiſed themſelves all Sorts of 
= - corporal Auſterities, ſo they conſtantly exhorted all 
| the Faithful under their Conduct to do the ſame. 

N They wrote whole Volumes in Praiſe of Virginuy, 
| and perſuaded as many as they could of both Sexes 

þ ! to embrace that holy State: and yet tis certain theſe. 


great Saints and Pillars of the Church were guided | 
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by the Spirit of God. And how then is it poſſible that 
the ſame Holy Spirit should in aftertimes conduct 
Men into a Way as oppoſite to it as black is to 
white? This Argument proves ſo convincingly that 
the pretended Reformation was not the Horb of God, 
that unleſs a Man be reſolved to bid Defiance to the 
cleareſt Truth, tis morally impoſſible not to yield 
to it. „ | 
But what is ſtill a farther Confirmation that the 
hand of God had no Part in this Work, and that the 
Authors of it undertook it without any Commiſſi- 
on from him is, that there is no Example ſince the 
Coming of Chriſt of Perſons rruly call'd by God 
to labour in his Vineyard for the Converſion of 
Souls either from Infidelity to the Chriſtian Faith or 
from ſinful Lives to Repentance , but the Generality of 
their firſt Diſciples or Followers were remarkable for 
ſuch ſolid Piery and true Chriſtian Zeal, that God 
almighty ſeem'd to take a Pleaſure in pouring forth 
a plentiful Benediction of Grace not only on the La- 
bourers themſelves, but likewiſe on their ſpiritual 
Children, whom they had begot in 7eſus-Chriſt through - 
the Goſpel; and this was equivalent to an authentick 
Declaration, that they were the Inſtruments of his 
Mercies, and ſerved under his Authority. But we 
find the very Reverſe of all this in the firſt Diſciples 
or Followers of Luther, Calvin, and other pretended _ 
Reformers, | 8 4 
Let us but compare their deluded Proſelites with 
the true converts of the bleſſed Apoſtles, and we 
Shall ſee the Truth of whar I ſay in the cleareſt 
Light. For whereas nothing was ever more edifying 
than the Lives of the firſt Chriſtians converted b 
the Apoſtles, nothing on the contrary was more diſ- 
edifying than the Lives of the firſt prerended Con- 
verts from the Church of Rome made by the 4poſiles 
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of the Reformation. We find them indeed very zea- 
louſly buſy in railing at the Pope and his Bubops, in 
running down religions Vows , breaking the Images of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, pulling down Pictures, deſ- 
rroying Abbies, plundering Churches, and other ſuch 
noble Exploits, for all this Sort of Zeal either colt 
them nothing, or brought good Money into their 
Coffers; but it extended nor to the Demolishing of 
Vice, or pulling down the Idols of their ſinful Paſſions, 
ſuch as Luxury, Avarice, Intemperance, Revenge, &c. 
all which eſcaped their religious Zeal, and were not 
only left unreform'd, bur had the Reins let looſe to a 
gteater Licentiouſneſs than ever, 

I doubt not but if Proreſtants shall happen to read 
this Piece they will immediately accuſe me of Slan- 
der. Bur let them have a little Patience, and treat 
me as unmercifully as they pleaſe, if I do not pro- 
duce Witneſſes above all Exception to vouch for 
the Truth of what I ſay. Firſt then let us hear Eraſ- 
mu, who was an Eye-witneſs of what happen'd, and 

vrites thus in his Letter againſt falſe Goſpellers, + 
» You declaim bitterly (ſay he) againſt the Lux 
of Prieſts, the Ambition of Bishops, the Tyranny of 
the Pope, the frothy Stuff of Sophiſts, the Devo- 
tions of Catholicks, their Faſts and Maſſes, and 
you are not content to retrench the Abuſes chat 
may be in theſe Things but will needs abolish them 
entirely, that is, you will pluck up and deſtroy 
„ the good Corn together with the Tares. But what 
v do you offer us better in Exchange to make us 
„ quit our ancient Practices 2 Conſider the People 
» who boaſt themſelves to be of the Evangelical Pro- 
» feſſion, and obſerve whether there be not as much 
„ Lux, as much Debauchery and Avarice amongſt 
» them, as amongſt thoſe they hate, Shew me one, | 
Þ whom your a Goſpel has changed from a 1 
| | | ar 
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kard to a ſober Man: or one who having before e 
been either quarelſome, ot revengeful, or cove- - 


tous, or given to Detraction or Impurity is be- 


come meek , liberal, affable or chaſt. You'l-lay 
there's always a mixture of good and bad in hu- «_ 


man Things, and I ought to conſider the good « 


Men that are amongſt thoſe of the Evangelical Pro- cc 
feſſion. I mult therefore be very unlucky: for hi- e 


therto I have not mer with one, that is not be- 
come worſe than he was before he embraced the c 


new Goſpel, Thus Eraſmus , who was no violent or « 
prejudiced Man, « 1 
But let us heat Luther himſelf ſet forth the Fruits 
of his Reformation. We ſee (lays he) that by the 
Devils Malice Men are at preſent more covetous, more 
cruel, more addicted to Vice, more inſolent and far worſe 
than they were under the Papacy. Sermone in Dom, 4. 
Adv, Edit Argent. Fol, 5. and Rohenſtock in his Book 
entituled Colloquia D. Lutheri, Tom. 1. p. 37 recites 
his Words as follows. Men are become ſo extravagant 
by the Goſpel we have preach'd to them, that thty think, 
every Thing lawful that flatters their Paſſions , and have 
loſt all Fear of Hell. fire. There is but one Peaſant in the 
Diſtrict of Wittemberg, who endeavours to inftrutt his 
Family according to the W ord of God, All the reſt go ſtrate 


to the Devil. 


Jacobus Andreas in a ſermon upon the 21. Ch. of 
Saint Lule makes the ſame bitter Complaint of the 
ſcandalous Lives of their Converts from Popety. To 
make it plain (ſays he) to all the World that they are 
not Papiſts, and place no Confidence in good Works they 


tale Care, to Practiſe none. Inſtead of Faſting th y ſpend 


their Time in Sotting and Drinking, When they ought ta 
relieve the Poor they fleece and oppreſs them,  Oaths , Blaſ- 


phemies, and Imprecations are their uſual Prayers : So 


that Jeſus-- Chriſt is not now ſo ann, the 
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Turks as he is among it them, In a IW ord, inſtead of Hu- 
mility nothing reigns among ft them but Haughtineſs, Arro- 
gance , and Pride, and this Sort of Life is call d Evans 
elical. 5 
Andreas Muſculus in a Sermon upon the 4th Sun- 
day of Advent, deſcribes the Diſorders reigning a- 
monſt thoſe of his Party in the ſame pathetical Man- 
ner. As to us Lutherans (ſays he) the Matter ſtands 
thus. If any one has a Mind to ſee a Set of wicked Men, 
Drunkards , Libertines, Liars, Cheats, and VUſ urers, let 
him go to a Town where the Goſpel is preach'd in it's Pu- 
rity, and be will ſee as clearly as the Sun may be ſeen at 
Noonday that there is not ſo much Inſolence and Wicked 
neſs practiſed among Turks and Infidels as among ſt the 
Evangelical People , where all the Reins of the Devil are 
let looſe, 5 | 
Laſtly Calvin himſelf comes in for a Witneſs of 
this Truth. Of the few, ſays he, that have [eparated 
themſelves from the Tyranny of the Pope the greateſt Part 
are rotten at Heart, They appear outwardly to be full 
of Zeal, but if you ſearch them to the Bottom, you'l find 
them full of Hypocriſy and Deceit, In Dan. C. 11. V. 34. 
And amongſt Calvins Letters there is one writ to 
Farel by Capiton a Miniſter of Strasbourg, where he 
ſays that God had render'd them ſenſible how much 
they had prejudiced Souls by their Precipitation in 
throwing off the Pope's Authority. The Multitude, 
ſays he, has entirely shaken of the Toe, being train d up 
10 Libertiniſm. As if in Pulling down the Pope's. Autho- 
rity we intended to deſtroy the . ord of God, the Sacra- 
ments, and the whole Miniſtry. They even have the Im- 
pudence to tell us, I am ſufficiemly inſtructed in Scrip- 
tures, I can read, and ſtand in no Need of your Direc 
tion. be 
Thus God confounded the Enemies of the Catho- 
dick, Church by Turning againſt them the principal Are 
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gument they had made Uſe of to render her odious 
to the People, to wit, the Scandals, Abuſes, and Ir. 
regularities committed by ſome corrupt Members of 
that Church, but always deteſted and oppoſed both 
by her publick Doctrine, and by all her ſound and 
uncorrupred Part, who made that doctrine the Rule 
of their Practice. Nay the Argument is retorted up- 
on them with much greater Force than it could ever 
be obj : cted againſt che Charch of Rome: Becauſe it is 
no Wonder that Corruption in Manners, Abuſes in 
 Praflice, and Relaxations in Diſcipline should in the 
| Courſe of many Ages get into the Church, not- 
withſtanding the Holineſs of her Doctrine, and Se- 
verity of innumerable Canons made ro prevent 
them, For we need not ſeck for any other Source 
of this/Evil than the general Corruption of human 
Nature always inclined to Liberty and Eaſe, and 
always tending to it whatever Reſtraints are laid 
upon it. Bur I defy the black+ſt Malice to atttibute 
it to any Principle or Branch of Doctrine authoriſed 
or, acknowledg'd by the Church of Rome, W hereas 
the general Inundation of Libertiniſm and Vice (as 
it is atteſted by the foremention'd Authors, who ſaw 
it with their own Eyes) in the very Infaney of the 
moſt ſolemn Reformation that ever was pretended to- 
be made in God's Church, cannot poſlibly be aſ- 
cribed to any other Cauſe than the pernicious Doc. 
trines of the Authors of it: for in Reality thoſe very 
Doctrines paved the Way directly to it. 
As for Example, what other Fruit than an utter 
Contempt of Religion could be expected from a Re. 
formation eſtabligh'd upon the Ruines of broken _ 
Vows, cemented by Rapine, Sacrilege , and Plunder? 
Mas not the impious Doctrine of making God rhe 
Author of Sin, denying the Liberty of Man Hill, and 
teaching the impoſſibility of keeping the Commandements, 
x7 5 ” - WA . 
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was is not, I ſay, Sapping the very Foundations of 
all Chriſtian Morality , and giving Men a general 
Licence to be as wicked as they pleas'd ? For Men 
cannot be obliged ro Impoſſibilities, and when they 
are once perſuaded thar they cannot be virtuous, 
what can we hope better than to ſee them moſt im- 
udently wicked > Again, Abolishing the ancient 
Holydays and Faſts, and reforming away the Sacra- 
ment of Penance could have no other Effect than the 
Introducing of Libertiniſm, and a general Decay of 
Piety and Devotion. a | 
I $hall end with ſome Reflections upon Capiton's 
Complaint of the People's Inſolence towards theirs 
Miniſters, For if; he had but traced this Evil to it's 
true Source, it might have open'd his Eyes to let 
him fee, that the Miſchief he complains ſo bitrerly 
of was but the natural Fruit of a Tree of their own 
Planting, The firſt Reformers had ſer up the Standard 
of Rebellion againſt their Mother. Church, and be- 
haved themſelves with the utmoſt Inſolence towards 
their lawful Superiours, And could they after that 
have the Weakneſs to imagine the People would 
be more ſubmiſſive and reſpectful to their »pſtare 
Guides, than they themſelves had been to the Guides 
of God's own Appein:m:nt, as Mr Leſiy juſtly ſtiles 
them 2 Nay they had not only ſer them the Example, 
but taught them their Leſſon of Rebellion againſt 
the Church, by ſetling it as a fundamental Principle 
bf the Reformation that Scriptures interpreted by the 
private Spirit are the only Rule of Faith: which in Ef- 
fect was Making every Body a Judge of the Faith, 
and putting the People upon the Level with their 
Guides in ſpiritual Matters. What Wonder is it then 
they should pretend ro controll them, or even claim 
a Right ro reform their Reformers? According to this 
celebrated Saying of Tertullian, what was lawful 80 


\ . 
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1 | 

f Marcion, was likewiſe lawful to the Marcionits, * Fot 
1 in like Manner what was lawful to Luther, Calvin, 
n Zuinglius, &c, was no leſs lawful ro their Diſciples, 
y or any other whatſoever, 10 follow their private Judg- 
4 ment in changing the Faith, 

bs *Twas, thus the Reformation became at length a 
[4 meer Proteus, and changed it's Shape as often as a 
— Stage- player changes his Dreſs. Luther began the 
e Farce, and expected all should at beſt be but Actors 
f under him, and dance to his Pipe. But Caroloſtadius, 
| Zuinglius, and Calvin took: themſelves ro be as able 
L Reformers as Luther, and ſo thought fit to reform 
8 his Reformation; nay they all reformed their own 
8 Reformations backward or forward juſt as the Fancy 
t took them. The Church of England reform'd not only 
y her own Mother-Church , but all the Reformations, 
n that had got the ſtart of her, and a new Scene of 
d Reformation appear'd in Great Britain as often as 


new Reformers mounted the Stage : The Reforma- 
tion of Henry the 8th was reform'd by Edoard the 
6th, and his by Queen Elizabeth; whole ſuperiour 
Genius not being fully ſatisfied with any Thing that 
had been done before her, by the Force of her own 
Ingenuity fabricated a new Religion of a Kind of 
linſey-wolſey Texture, made up of ſeveral Frag- 
ments of Lutheraniſm and Calviniſm, and ſome Pieces 
of Popery to make a Shew with, For which Reaſon 
the Presbiterians thought themſelves bound in Con- 
ſcience to reform the Reformation of Queen EMa- 
beth: the Fanaticks and Independents after that re- 
form'd the Presbiterians, and the Browniſts and Qua- 
 kers have reform'd them all. | r 


W 1 


Ow a th . ot 


— 


K 00 „ 


Ian licuit V. alentinianis quod Valentino, idem Mars: 
Cionitis quod Marcioni de arbitrio ſuo fidem innovare. Lib, 
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Here we ſee a complete Babel of Jarring Refor- 
mations chopping and changing, building and deſ- 
troying, doing and undoing ; and all theſe Changes, 


Incoherencies, and Contradictions flowing from a Prin- 
firſt Reformers, and ſtill mains 


ciple ſettled by the 
tain'd by the Reform'4 Churches, as is manifeſt from 
Mr L/ Caſe ſtate! pag: 46. where he has theſe re. 


markable Words. Private fudgment is all we have for 


the Belief of a God and of Chriſt. --- in short, ws Most 
TRUST TO IT IN EVERY IHING WITHOUT ExXCEP- 
ION. Nay the Doctrine of private Judgment: in Op- 
poſition to Church Authority is ſo eſſentially neceſ- 
fary to ſupport the whole Building of the Reforma. 
tion, that whoever gives it vp muſt at the ſame Time 
give up the Reformation itſelf, Now I ask whether 
a Principle, which is an unexhauſtible Source of Con- 
fuſion, Incoherencies, Hercſies, and Schiſms , can be a 
Doctrine according to the # ord of God? If it be, 
we muſt join iſſue with Calvin's Blaſphemy in tea- 
ching that God is the Author of Sin, But I have now 


aid enough to make it plain that the rwo fi-ft Marks 


of an extraordinary Vocation, to wit, Holineß of Life , 


and Purity of Doftrine were wholly wanting in the firſt 
- Reformers, Let us now ſee what is to be ſaid concer- 


ning the third Mark. viz. the Gift of Miracles. 
AK T. 1% 


No extraordinary Vocation without the Gift of 
55 Mitacles. : 


F the fi-/# Reformers had a Commiſſion immedia- 
4 rely from God to reform the publick Faith and 
Diſcipline of the Church, ir follows that they were 
veſted with a Power and Juriſdition not only of a 


larger Extent than the ancient Prophets ever had, 


Art. 4. 
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Art. 4. without the Gift of Miracles, 18 
but even fully equal to that of rhe Apoſtles them 
ſelves. For 

Firſt, it made them hi Source of a new Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Miniſtry ; becauſe the former, which Chriſt 
had eltablish'd, remain'd no longer i inF orce, as they 
pretended. 

24%, it gave them a Power to eſtablish Articles of 
Faith unknown for ſuch to the whole World: ra 
revoke the Decrees of ancient Councils, declare 
ſuch Doctrines orthodox as had been condemn'd b 
the univerſal Church in former Ages, pull down the 
ancient Form of Church-government, and fer ug 
a new one in it's Place, Z 
„ gave them a Turiſdiftion over the whole 
Chriſtian World, and full Authority to plant their 
new Goſpel, where ever Chriſtianity was profeſs d. 
Becauſe an extraordinary Commiſſion to reform the Faith 
and Diſcipline of the Church regards one Nation no 
leſs than another. | 

4%. it gave them a Power to ſuſpend , 4 and 
exconmunicate the whole Body of Bishops and Paſ- 
tors upon Earth, if they refuſed to ſubmit to their 
new Goſpel. Nay if their Commiſſion was really from 
God, all Bishops depoſed and excommunicated by 
them were bound to regard themſelves as validl 
depoſed and excommunicated, and have Reese 
to their Authority ſto be reeſtablish'd in the Exerciſe _ 
of their Functions, even tho they should have after - 
wards embrac'd the Reformation. 5 

Laſtiy, if they really had a Commiſſion imme 
tely from God to reform both the Faith and Diſci- 
pline of the Church, as ſoon as they had manifeſted 
themſelves to the World, and publish'd their Re- 
formation, all Chtiſtians upon Earth, that is, the 
whole Gab and Latin Church, 4 Jacobites, 
N:ſtorians , Entychians, Sc. were bound to renounce | 
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their former Paſtors, and ſubmit to the new Miniſtry 
eſtablish'd by them. oo 5 

This was the real Extent of the extraordinary Com- 
miſſion precended to by the firſt Reformers ; and it is 
manifeſt their Pretenſion was at leaſt as mad and ex- 
travagant in Appearance as that in another kind 
would be of a Man, who should iſſue forth a Pro- 
clamation that God had conſtituted him univerſal 
Monarch of the World with full Power to depoſe 
all Emperors, Kings, and Princes, that should refuſe 
to own his Title. Now what judgment would the 


World make of a Man laying Claim to ſuch an uni- 


verſal Monarchy as beſtow'd upon him immediately 
by God? Would any Thing leſs be demanded of 
him than clear and unconteſted Miracles ro prove 
his Title, ſince without that Proof it could not be 
made manifeſt either to Senſe or Reaſon? And if he 
should refuſe to yield to ſo reaſonable a Demand, 
would he not be treated either as a Madman, or as 


a Cheat and Impoſtor? It cannot be queſtion'd but 


he would and it follows from it, that unleſs the firſt 
Reformers had the Gift of Miracles beſtow'd upon them, 
we mult form the ſame judgment of them; becauſe 
their claiming an immediate Commiſſion from God to 


reform both the Faith and Diſcipline of the Church, 


that is, ro degrade all her former Bishops and Paſ- 


tors, reverſe the Decrees of her ancient Concils , 


. abolish her moſt ſolemn Devorions, and make them- 


ſelves the Source of a new Miniſtry and Succeſſion was 


at leaſt in all Appearence an Extravagance equal to 


the Imaginary one I have mention'd, and by Con- 
ſequence wholly unjuſtifiable without the Teſtimony 
of Miracles to ſupport it. ; 
The Reaſon hereof is clear: becauſe in the Caſe 
of ſuch an extraordinary Pretenſion as that of an 


believec 


nmediate MAiſſiun from Goa no Man can expect to b 
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believed without extraordinary Proofs, much leſs 
upon his own bare W ord ; by Reaſon of the impor- 
tant Conſequences of it, which is either the Salva- 
tion or Damnation of millions of Souls. For the 
Pretenders to ſuch a Miſſion are either Seducers or 
not: if they be, the People are bound to shun them: 

if not, they are bound to liſten to their Voice; be- 


cauſe there is certainly an indiſpenſible obligation 


of obeying Perſons raiſed by God in an extraordinary 
Manner. For as he gives ſuch Perſons an unqueſtio- 


nable Authority to govern the People, ſo he lays 


by Conſequence an Obligation on the People to 


ſubmit to their Government, the one being wholly 


inſeparable from the other. The People muſt there- 
fore have ſome rational Grounds to judge by, that 
the Pretenders to ſuch an Authority are really veſted 


with it: becauſe it is impoſſible they should comply 


with the Duty of Obedience without knowing the 
Perſons they are bound to obey. And how can this 


be known. in the Caſe of an extraordinary Vocation. 
which of itſelf it not manifeſt either to Man's Senſe 


or Reaſon, unleſs the Prerenders to it prove their 


immediate Commiſſion from God by shewing his Seal to 
it from the viſible Teſtimony of Signs and W onders 
as the Apoſtles did, and even Chriſt himſelf, who 
declares in the Goſpel, that if he had not done Arc 
the Jews the W orbs, which no Man ever did, they ba 
nor had Sin, Joh. 15. V. 24. which amounts to a po- 
ſitive Declaration that Miracles are a neceſſary Proof 
of an extraordinary Vocation. 1 | 
This was moſt certainly the Judgment of the an- 
cient Fathers, who objected the Want of Miracles 
as a concluſive Argument againſt the Teachers of 
new Doftrin:s. Has Novatian ( ſaid St Pacian ) the 
Gift of Tongues or of Prophecy? Has he reftored Life 
to the Dead? For without ſome of 2 7 miraculous 
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Gifts he cannot claim a Right to eſtablich a new 
Goſpel. For the ſame Reaſon Tertullian requiring of 
Hermogenes and Nigidius an Account of the Autho- 
rity they took, demanded at the ſame Time Mira- 
cles for a Proof of their Miſſion, Yolo & FVirtutes 
eorum proferri, Becauſe, ſays he, when Chriſt ſent 
his Apoſtles to preach he gave them the Power of 
Working the ſame Miracles himſelf had wrought. 
Lib. de Præſcript. C. zo. And the ſame Tertullian ob- 
ſerves, that no Man coming as ſent or under the 
Authority of another ever pretended to be believed 
upon his own bare Word, nemo veniens ex alterius 
Authoritate ipſe eam ſibi ex ſua affirmatione defendit. 
Luther therefore may tell us as often as he pleaſes 
that he had his Doctrine from Heaven, and received his 
Miniſtry noT OF MEN NOR By MEN, BUT BY THE 
G1FT or GOD AND REVELATION OF JEsUS-CHRIsT, 
Calvin way likewiſe tell us if he pleaſes that the 
Commiſſion our Saviour gave him and his Fellow-reformers 
was WHOLLY EXTRAORDINARY, and not to be exa- 
mined BY THE COMMON Ru ts. Theodorus Bega may 
bluſter and ſwagger againſt the ordinary Miſſion, and 
their Synods and Confeſſions of Faith may ſtand up for 
the extraordinary Vocation of their firſt Reformers ; but 
unleſs they shew Miracles to prove it, no Man in his 
Senſes will believe them. ons ws 
It will perhaps be ask'd, whether the Gift of Mi- 
racles be a ſure Mark of an extraordinary Vocation, as 
well as a ncc:ſſary Proof of it? I anſwer it is not. Na 
on the contrary all the holy Bishops and Paſtors, 
who ſince the Time of the Apoſtles have confirm'd 
the Truth of the Faith they pteach d by unconteſted 
Miracles, ne er had any other than what we call an 
ordinary 1 ſſi n: that is, a Miſſion received from the 
lawful Succeſſors of the Apoſtles; fo that there is not 
an Example ſince their Time allow'd of by the Ca- 
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tholick Church of any one Perſon ſent immediately, 
by God to preach the Word and adminiſter the Sacra- 
ments, For that muſt of Neceſſity have made a Breach 
in the Apoſtolical Succeſſion of the ſacred Miniſtry , con- 
trary to the Doctrine of all Antiquity as well as to 
the Promiſes of Chriſt , that it should be continued 
in the Church to the End of the World. 5 
But do not we ourſelves cry up many Perſons as 
raiſed by God in an extraordinary Manner, ſuch as St 
Benedict, St Bernard, and other Founders of Religi- 
ous Orders? I anſwer that if the Meaning of it be 
that God by a ſuperabundant Effuſion of his holy 
Grace has bein pleaſed from Time to Time to 
render theſe and many other ſuch Perſons proper 
Inſtruments, of his Mercies for the Converſion of 
Sinners, and to repair the gradual Decays of Chtiſ- 
tian Morality (which is a Reformation” the Church 
continually prays and labours for) nothing is more 
certain than that God many Times raiſes Men in 
this Manner for the Service and Edification of his 
Church, Bur did any of theſe Perſons ſeparate them- 
ſe'ves from the Communion of their Mother Church? 
Dil any of them ſer up Altar againſt Altar, Church 
againſt Church, or rebel againſt their lawful Supe- 
riouts under Pretence of an extraordinary Yocation to 
the Miniſtry > On the contrary they did every Thing 
according to the Canons of the Church, and their 
Miſſion was convey d to them by the ordinary Chan- 
nel. Nay they were the very Patterns of Humility, 
Submiſſion, and Obedience to ſuperiour Powers, and 
never made a Step but as directed by them: much 
leſs had they the Preſumption to think themſelves 
wiſer than the Cathelick Church, or aſſume an Autho- 
rity to reform her Faith, which according to Tertul- 
lian is wholly irreformable, Kegula fidei una omnino 


tt ſola immobilis & irreformabilis. C. i. F Virgin: Ve: - 
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Alvvine Approbation of any Undertaking. For if it wary 


lan lis. Becauſ: Chriſt has promiſed to his Church 
the Spirit of Truth for her Guide, Foh. 16. V. 13. and 
to abide with her to the End of the World, Math. 28. V. 
19. So that the Reformation theſe holy Men under- 
took regarded wholly the Correction of Manners. It 
was not their Buſineſs to preach a e Faith, but to 
exhort the People to live up to the ſacred Maxims 
of the Faith they had received from their Forefa- 
thers ; and there is nor a Chriſtian in the World 
but is bound to contribute to this Sort of Reforma- 
mation, if not by Preaching, at leaſt by Practice and 
Example. So that if Luther, Calvin, Zuinglius and 
Archbishop Cranmer had labour'd for a R formation 
of this kind, and proceded in it according to Rule 
and Order, the whole World would have admired 
their zeal; nor would any of them have ſtood in 
Need of an extraordinary M'ſſion, but only of a 
greater Stock of Humility, Mortification, Obedience 
and other Virtues to qualify them for it: and God, 
who can work Miracles by what Inſtruments. he 
pleaſes, might perhaps have beſtow'd that Bleſſing 
on them, as he has done on many others Labouręrs 
in his holy Vineyard, Whereas theſe proud Pre- 
tenders to an extraordinary Vecation were ſo far from 
being endow'd with the Gift of Miracles, that Eraſ- 
nus was wont to reproach them that not one amongſt 
them could ever ſo much as cure a lame Horſe 
much leſs give Sight to the Blind, Health to the Sick, 


44 No extraordinary Vacation Art. 4; | 


2 


or Life to the Dead. 5 | 
hut was not the ſudden and ſtupendiqus Progreſs 
of the Reformation a kind of Miracle, and ſure 
Mark of the divine Approbation of it + I anſwer firſt 
in Mr Dryden pithy Expreſſion, that a down-bil Re- 
Formation rolls on very faſt. I anſwer 2ly, that Succeſs is 
the moſt equivocal Mark that poſſibly can be of the, 
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lutes of Liberty and Eaſe, and the. more agreeable 
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a ſolid Proof of it, every ſuccesful and proſperous 
Wickedneſs would have the divine Approbation to 
juſtify it. The famous Rebellion in fourty two was 

roſperous in all it's Undertakings; yet I hope no 
good Subject will ſay that God approved it. The Pro- 

reſs of Mahometaniſm is without Example; and 
will any Chriſtian ſay it is a Religion approved by 
God? Again, the Progreſs of Arian'ſm was fo pro. 
digious , that there were ſometimes Aſſemblies of a- 
bove three hundred Arian Bishops at once: it was 
ſupporred by Chriſtian Emperors and Kings; the 
moſt zealous Champions of the Catholick Faith 
were either murder'd, or impriſon'd, or ſent into 
Banishment, In a Word, the Chriſtian World was 
aſtonish'd at the general Inundation of it. And yet 


I never heard any Chriſtian call this a Miraculous 


Event, or infiſt upon it as a Mark of God's Appro- 


bation of it, 


Yer there is a peculiar Circumſtance , which ren- 
ders this Progreſs of Arianiſm ſtill more aſtonishing, 
to wit, that is was a meer ſpeculative Hereſy, and 
no ways flattering Men's Paſſions or Proneneſs to 
Libertiniſm. For ir neither diſpenſed with Faſting, 
nor religious Vows, nor ' Confeſſion of Sins, nor doin 
Penance for them, but kept up all the Rigour of Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Diſcipline : whereas the Reformation had 
the moſt powerful Attractives to draw into it's In- 


tereſt all Perſons of a wordly, ſenſual , and carnal Dil- 


poſition, of which there are always great Numbers 
in the Church. Princes and other Men of Figure were 


charm'd with the alluring Proſpect of enriching them- 


ſelves with the Plunder of the Churches Patrimony. 
Prieſts, Friars, Monks, and Nuns were prevail'd up- 


on by the Temptation of Exchanging their Confine- 


ment, Auſterities, and Breviaries for the wordly Plea- 


* 
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Company of . ives and Huabands, and the common 
People could not but be very well content to be rid 
of fo many troubleſome Faſts, and the importune 
Exhortations and Reprimands of their Confeſſors: 
So that the great and ſudden Progreſs of a Reformas 
tion ſo agreeable to all the Inclinations of corrupt 
Nature, and wherein all Sorts of Paſſions found their 
Account, is ſo far from having the Appearance of 
.a Miracle, that we may rather call it a Miracle of 
God's Grace that it ſtopped where it did, and look 
upon the Preſervation of his Church from ſuch a 
Powerful and dangerous Contagion as a moſt re- 
mar kable Inſtance of the Tndefeafibleneſs of his Pro- 
miſe, that the Gates of Hell shall never prevail againſt her, 
I conclude from what has been ſaid that Luther 
and Calvin the two principal Reformers were two 
Tank Cheats and Impoſtors, Becauſe whoever ſets up 
for an inſpired Man, and pretends to an extraordi- 
wary Commiſſion from God to reform his Church, de. 


| ferves no better Name, if he cannot make good his 


Title, and is even convicted of Falſehood, 
Thoſe of the Church of England will ſay, what have 
we to do with Luther and Calvin? For we are neither 


_ Lutherans nor Calviniſts, but have a Reform'd Church 


_ of onr own which by it's worthy Members is juſtly 
call'd the beſt Church of the World, I confeſs I have 
often been ſurprized at this Expreſſion : becauſe the 


Nicene Creed allow'd of by that Church tells us that 


there is but Ox E, holy, Catholic and Apoſtolich Church, 
St Paul ſays likewiſe that there is but one Faith; and 
to be ſute the Creed ſpeaks of the true Church, and St 
Paul of the true Faith, and by Conſequence but one true 
Religion. This being ſo, I cannot well conceive how 
either the Church of England or any other should be 


tbe beft Church of the M orld, For that implies a Com- 
Pariſan, and ſuppoſes that there are ſeveral very good 
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„Art. 4. without the Gift of Miracles, 4 

bo . Faiths, and = in the World, 12 

id like Trades, Houſes, or Families ſome better than o- 

ne thers. A ſtrange Abſurdity! contrary to Scripture, 

s: Fand unknown to all Antiquity , which never admit- 

ted bur of one Church and Communion of all the Faith. 

pt ful throughout the hole World united in the Pro- 

ir feſſion of one and the ſame true Faith, 

of But let that be as it will, If the Church of England' 

of be the beſt Church in the World, one neceſſary Con- 

k dition to make her ſo is to profels rhe beſt Faith in 

a th: Vorld. Now then I deſire ſome worthy Member: 

8 of that Church ro anſwer me this short Queſtion, to 

d. vit, whether Luther and Calvin were Cheats or not? 

+, lf he denies it, he muſt give himſelf the Trouble to 

er Confute both this and the two preceding Articles, 

o Wwbich I conceive will be a hard Task to perform: | 

p W{bccaule in the ſecond Article he will find it fully pro» n 

i. ved both from their own Words and other authen- 

. tick Teſtimonies that they effectually ſet up for - 

is Hired Men, and challenged to themſelves an immediate 
Commiſſion from God, And he will find it demonſtrated 

e in this and the preceding Article, that they were 

r wholly deſtitute of al the Marks of ſuch a M ſſien : 

h pay over and above that ſome of their Docttines 

y Nvere ſo exorbitantly ſcandalous, that it would be 

e Blaſphemy to attribute them to any other than the 

ie Father of Lies. | | e OT, 

at But if the Advocates for the Church of England be 

b, convinced by the Force of theſe Arguments (as 

d hope every reaſonable Man will be) that Luther and 

t Calvin were rank Impoſtors, then they do not a@ * 

& rationally, unleſs they have an entire Diffidence of 

all the Changes they made both in the publick Faub 

e and Diſcipline of the Church, and ſuſpe& the new 

;- MW Poctrines they broach'd to have been the Fruit not 

d of a ſincere Conviction of Judgment, bur cither of - 
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their violent Hatred to the Pope and their Morher- 
Church, or of ſome other criminal Paſſion :. for tis 
certain there is no Sort of Wickedneſs, which an 

avow'd Impoſtor is not Capable of. But ought not 
thoſe then of the Church of England at the ſame Time 
to ſuſpect the Truth of all the Doctrines they have 
eſpouſed after the Examples of ſuch nototious Sedu- 
cers 2 Would they think it ſafe ro drink the Wa- 
ters of a poiſon d Source, or eat a Fruit growing 
from a poiſonous Root? No ſurely. They ought there- 
fore to have at leaſt a Diffidence of, and ſuſpect all 
the Doctrines, wherein they differ from the Church 
of Rome, becauſe they all flow'd from a poiſonom 
Source. Two rank Impoſtors were the primary Au- 
thors of them in Oppoſition to the whole viſible Church 
then upon Earth, and this alone is ſufficient for any 
rational Man to reject them. Neither will it any 
ways avail the Advocares of the Church of England to 
ſay they are neither Lutherans nor Calviniſts for it 
is not the Name but Doctrine that makes Men Dil- 
| Ciples of this or that Sect; and they will in Spite of 
their Hearts be the true Diſciples of rwo notorious 
Seducers, as long as they ſympathize with them in 
all the Doctrines, wherein they differ from their 
Mother-Church , tho they follow them not in thoſe 
that are grosſly ſcandalous. I shall now proceed to 


prove, that the firſ# Reformers had not even an ordie 
_ mary Miſſion. 1 | 


. K&$ 

| - The firſt Reformers had no ordinary Miſſion. 

I. appears manifeſtly from what has been ſaid, 
A and even from plain Fact, that the firſ# Reformers 

took upon them to change the whole Face of Reli- 


gion both as to Faith, Government, and e 
EEE he 


1 % A 


Art. 5. The firſt Reformers had no ordinary Miſſion, 49 
The Pope was ſtripped of all his Authority borh 
as Patriarch of the Weſt , and Head of the Catholick 
Church, The real Preſence of the ſacred Body and 
Blood of Chriſt in the bleſſed Sacrament believed 
by the whole Chriſtian World both Eaf# and Weſt 
was transform'd into a meer figurative Preſence, The 
holy ſacrifice of the Maß offer'd from Eaſt to Weſt 
according to the Prophecy of Malachy was render'd 
execrable and odious as much as in them laid, The 
Invocation of Saints and the relative Honour paid to 
their Pictures, Images, and. Reliques, tho practiſed by 
all the moſt eminent Lights and Saints of Antiquity 
was run down for rank Idolatry. The Sacraments in- 
ſtituted by Chriſt were reduced from ſeven to two, 
The ſolemn Ceremonies of Baptiſm more ancient 
than the firſt Nicene Council were abolish'd, The Rule 
of Faith, which till then was the Ford of God deli. 
ver'd to us either in the canonical Books or by apoſto. 
lical Tradition, was changed into that of Scriptures in- 
terpreted by the private Spirit. In a Word, the ſo- 
lemn Faſts of Lene, Emberdays and Vigils, religious 
Vows, Confeſſion , and doing Penance for our Sins werg 
utterly reform'd away. D 
I confeſs, when I barely conſider the extraordi. 
nary Nature of ſuch an Undertaking , and the pro- 
digious Extent and Conſequences of it, I cannot 
wonder the firſ# Reformers should form a judgment 
that nothing but an extraordinary Commiſſion from 
God could juſtify it in any Manner, how exttava- 
gant ſoever their Pretenſion to it was. For what 
Power upon Earth could give a Commiſſion to any 
Ser of Men to ſubvert in this Manner a Religion, 
which had at that Time the Preſcription of near up- 
on fifteen hundred Years, as shall be proved here. 
after? The Thing is wholly inconceivable in itſelf, 
uuleſs we can imagine with any Colour of Reaſon 
| ; G L : 


30 The firſt Reformers had - Art, 5. 
that the whole Church of Chriſt had been utterly blind, 
void of all Piety and Zeal, and under a continual 
Dorage for ſo many Ages together, and was cured 
all on a ſudden of this Blindneſs, Lethargy, and 


Dotage by the Voice of theſe powerful Charmers, ſo 


as to give them a Carte blanche to act juſt as they 
pleaſed. x Os 
Tis certain however, that both Luther, Calvin, 
Theodorus Beza and others were of Opinion that no- 
thing leſs than an extraordinary Vocation could ſerve 
their Turn; and this shews manifeſtly, that they 
knew nothing of the ordinary one, which their Inge- 
nious Succeſſors have ſince invented for them: which 

1 think is a good Proof that they had no ordinary 

| Miſſion : becauſe it is but congruous to common 
Senſe ro judge, that if they had had it, they would 
have Known it, and accordingly inſiſted upon it. 
Let us then examine the Reaſons why they Judg'd 
themſelves ſafeſt under the Shelter of an extraordi- 

nary Miſſion, The firſt was, becauſe they had ſepa- 
rated themſelves from the Communion of the whole 
Chriſtian World: ſo that there was not a viſible So- 
ciety of Chriſtians upon Earth into which they could 
incorporate themſelves, as will appear more fully 
hereafter, From what Source then, or through what 
Channel could the ordinary Miſſion be convey'd to 
them: Can. Waters have their ordinary Courſe, when 
the Pipes and Conduits, through which they uſed to 
paſs, are ſtopp'd or broken? In Reality they might 
as well have look'd for an ordinary Miſſion from the 
World in the Moon, as from any Chriſtian Society 
upon Earth. . 

Another ſtrong Reaſon againſt the ordinary Miſ- 
fron of the firſt Reformers, which they could not but 
be ſenſible of, was becauſe it appears manifeſtly 
from the Practice of all Antiquity , that there never 


RY wry PF YL n G 1 n ah. « DIE” * 


* 8 22 ld Lan of — . 


r 


Art. 5. u&ũ ordinary Miſſion. 51 
was any ordinary Miſſion acknowledg'd by God's 
Church, but what was derived by an uninterrupted 
Succeſſion from the Apoſtles, and convey'd down 
from Age to Age. and from Perſon to Perſon b 

the Bishops. who were their undoubted Succeſſors. 
And this Truth is ſupported by ſuch a conſtant and 
univerſal Tradition (as has been shewn in the firſt 
Article ) that no Man of any ſincerity can doubt but 
it has it's Source from the Apoſtles themſelves. Now 
all the Bishops at leaſt of the ſtern Churches were 
true Sons of the Roman Catholick Church and zealous 
Defenders of her Faith, when Luther, Calvin, Suin- 
glius , 8c. firſt ſer up for Reformers. And can it enter 
into the Imagination of any Man ob common Senſe, 
that either any of theſe Bishops would, or that the 
foremention'd Reformers thought they would give 
them a Commiſſion not only to ſubvert the whole 
Frame of Eccleſiaſtical Government eſtablish'd by 
that Church, but even to ſet up new Churches, Faiths, 
and Religions in Oppolition to her? Truly it may as 
eaſily be believed that a King shall give a Commiſ- 
ſion to a Band of Ruffians to come and cut his 


Throat. | 


Here then I shall ask them in Tertullian's Words, 
qui eſtis vos? quando & unde veniſtis? Who were theſe 
Reformers > 'W hence did they come? Who gave 
them a Commiſſion to pull down their Mother Church, 
and turn her Faith and Diſcipline out of Doors? Were 
they the People or ſecular Princes, who gave them 
this Authority? Alas, how can the Laity, who have 
no Eccleſiaſtical Power or Juriſdiction themſelves, give 
it to others? Nay they may as well pretend to give 
them the Power to fly, or to give Health to the lick, 
Sight of the Blind and Life to the Dead. Or did they 
receive it from the Greek Church, or from any of the 
other Churches of the Eaſt? All theſe were utter 
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71 The firſt Reformers had Art. g. 
Strangets to them in the Beginning of the Reforma- 
tion, and ſince they have been inform'd of their 


Proceedings have diſown'd them as a ſpurious Race, 


and openly declared againſt their Doctrines; as is 
demonſtrated from inconteſtable Records in Mr Ar- 
nauld's Perperuite de la Foi to the everlaſting Confu- 
ſion of the French Hugonot Miniſters, who were ſo 
indiſcreet as to provoke him to it. 
Laſtly, will they pretend to have received their 


Power and Juriſcliction from the Church of Rome? If ſo, 


I muſt repeat in short what I ſaid juſt now, vi, that 


no Man in his Senſes will believe the Church of Rome 


ever gave a Commiſſion ro any Man to deſtroy her- 


ſelf. So that the Conſequence of all is, that they 


had their Commiſſion from their own dear ſelves; 
as Thieves and Robbers have, who plunder and murder 
upon the high Way according to our Saviour's Cha- 
racter of falſe Guides. Joh. 10. V. 10. 1 

Bur I muſt here obſerve over and above that the 


Advocares for the ordinary Proteſtant Miſſion from the 


Church of Rome do hereby fairly acknowledge her 
Authority to give a lawful Miſſion : the immediate 
Conſ-quence whereof is, that they muſt likewiſe 
acknowledge her to have been the true Church of 
C-r.ſt at the very Time when they form'd their 
Schi/m againſt her; becauſe a falſe Church cannot give 


a lawful M,. ſſion to preach the Word and adminiſter 


the Sacraments; and ſo by another undeniable Con- 


ſequence they apoſtatized from the true Church of 
Chriſt acknowledg'd for ſuch by themſelves, 
It follows again, that as they are bound to ac- 


knowledge her Authority to give a lawful Miſſion , {a 
they muſt likewiſe own she had a Power to ſuſpend, 
interdict, and excommunicate ſuch Members as ſet up 


the Standard of Rebellion againſt her: for the one 
is wholly inſeparable from the other. Bur this ſpoil 
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all, and utterly deſtroys the pretended ordinary Miſe 


fron of the Reform'd Churches from the Church of Rome? 


becauſe the firſt Authors of the Reformation were. 
effectually excommunicated. by her; and Perſons 
excommunicated have neither themſelves the Power 
of Exerciſing their Miniſtry , nor by Conſequence of 


Conveying it to others. For no Man can give that 


Power to others, which he has not himſelf. . 
This will fully anſwer the Queſtion chiefly inſiſted 
upon by thoſe, who juſtly ſtand up for the Divine 
Inſtitution of Epiſcopacy; viz. whether thoſe amongſt 
the Reformers, who had been validly ordain'd - 
the Church of Rome, had not a Power by Virtue of 
their Ordination to preach the Word and adminiſter the 
Sacraments? For IJ anſwer firſt that Excommunication 
deprived them of all Power of Exerciſing their rel. 
pective Functions. I anſwer 2, that their Power of 
preaching. the Word could go no farther than as it 
had a Conformity to the Doctrine of the Church 
that gave them their Orders. For I take it to be a 
certain Truth, that they had no Power given them 
to cut the Throat of their own Church; as Doctor 
hiſton and others ordain'd by the Church of England 


had no Power by Virtue of their Ordination to teach 


Doctrines condemn'd by that Church; and as the. 
Arian and Donatiſt Bishops, who had been validly or- 
dain'd by the Catholick Church had no Power by Vit- 
tue of their Ordination to preach their impious Doc- 
trines. Nay we may as well maintain, that the Com- 


mander of a Party, who has a Commiſſion to attack 


the Enemy where-ever he meets them, has a Power 
given him to burn; pillage, and deſtroy both Friends 
and Foes: which is moſt highly ridiculous; becauſe 


exceeding a Commiſſion is as unwarrantable as Ac- 


ting contrary to ir. e 
But has not eyery Paſtor a Power nay Obligation 


, = The firſt Reformers had Art. 5, 
to reform Errors and Abuſes crept into the Church? 
I anſwer , that if we may depend ſecurely upon the 
Promiſes of Chriſt the Carholich Church will never be 
guilty of any Errors againſt Faith, and therefore will 
never ſtand in Need of being reform'd by any of 
her Paſtors, So that my direct Anſwer to the Queſ- 
tion is, that it implies no leſs a falſe Suppoſition, 
than if it should be ask d, whether every Paſtor has 
not a Power nay Obligation to reform Errors taught 
by the Apoſtles? 

But as to Abuſes in Practice, every Paſtor is bound 
to do his beſt to reform them provided they be real 
ones: but he ought to be very well aſſur d that they 
are fo, before he undertakes to correct them. For if 
every private Paſtor had an Authority ro reform 
meerly ſuppoſed or imaginary Abuſes, endleſs Di- 
viſions and Schiſms would be the unavoidable Con- 
ſequences of it. In Effect this was the ſole Occaſion 
of the ancient Schiſms of the Donatiſts and Novati- 
ans, and rhat of the Anabapriſts in our latter Days. 
The Donatiſts pretended that the Allowing of the 
Validity of Baptiſm confer'd by Hereticks was an A- 
buſe. The Novatians cry'd out againſt the pretended 
Abuſe of admitting thoſe to Penance, who had faln 
in the Perſecutions : and the Anabaptiſts clamour 
with the ſame Violence againſt Infant-baptiſm as an 


Abuſe againſt the plain W ord of God. Bur becauſe - 


the Catholick Church never regarded theſe Practices 
as Abuſes, but on the contrary as a Diſcipline ſup- 
ported by Apoſtolical Tradition, it was unlawful for 
any of her Paſtors to take upon them a Power to 
reform them of their own Heads. - 
Suppoſe a Bishop or Parſon of the Church of En- 
gland should of his own Head undertake to abolish 
the Sign of the Croſs in the Adminiſtration of Bap- 


im, the Cqrimonies of Ordination, of Bleſſing Chur. 
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ches, and other ſuch Practices ſtill retain'd in their 


Church, under Pretence of reforming Abuſes as ſmel- 


ling too rank of Popery , I ask whether that Plea would 


be admitted? I rather believe ſuch a Pretended Re- 
former would be very warmly oppoſed by his fel- 
low-Bishops or Parſons, who in this Caſe would be 
clear- ſighted enough to percejve a Difference be- 
tween real and imaginary Abuſes: and I heartily wish 


it may open their Eyes to let them ſee that the fie 


Zeal of the firſt Reformers againſt every Thing they _ 
were pleaſed to call Abuſes (as Monaſtical Vows , the 


Celibacy of Prieſts , the Invocation of Saints, honouring 
their Reliques , Images, or Pictures, and Praying for the 


Souls departed ) was not a zeal according to Know- 
ledge, but a Cloak to cover the Itregularity of their 


unwarrantable and uncanonical Proceedings. 


Bur I shall now proceed to another Sort of Ar- 
gument to prove that the firſt Reformers , whether or- 


dain'd or not ordain'd by the Church of Rome, could 
not poſſibly have a lawful Miſſion from her; and this 
I shall prove from their own Vritings; as liKewiſe 
from the Writings of the true Sons of the Epiſco- 


pal Church of England, who have thereby given a 


mortal Stab to their own Church. 


bs ts VI. 


Proteſtants convicted from hate owns Wrinungs , that they 


have no lawful Miſſion from the Church of Rome, 


F principle I go upon is this, viz, that an He- 


retical, Idolatrous and Antichriſtian Church has 


no Power or Authority to preach the Word or ad- 


miniſter the Sacraments : becauſe this Power belongs 
wholly and ſolely to the true Church of Chriſt :- and 


an Heqctical , Taolatrow and Antichriſtian Church can: 


Ip | | 
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56 The firſt Reformere had Att. 6. 
not be the true Church of Chriſt, If then it will appear 
that the Church of Rome has been conſtantly repre- 
ſented as an Heretical, Idolatrous and AntichriStian 
Church both by the fir## Reformers and their Succeſſors, 
it will plainly follow from their own Doctrine and 
Writings that none of the Reform'd Churches can 
ber have a lawfub Miſſion from her, becauſe she 
as no lawful Miniſtry herſelf, if she be the Monſter 
deſcribed in thoſe noble Epithets. 
Firſt then ler us ſee how the Church of Rome was 
_ fer forth by the firſt Reformers , Luther declares in- 
deed in his Book de abroganda Miſſa, that he had ar 
firſt no ſmall Difficulty to work himſelf into a Be- 
lief that the Pope was Antichrist, his Bisbops the De- 
vil's Apoſtles, and the Catholic Univer ſities his Stews, 
But with the Help of ſome powerful Medicines, as he 
ſpeaks himſelf, this hard Morſel went down at laſt: 
and after that the Pope was the very Antichriſt fore- 
told in the Revelations, the Church of Rome was the 
ſcarlet whore, her Synods the Synagognes of Satan, and 
her Bishops the Devil's Apoſtles, Nay in a Book he 
wrote againſt the Pope's Bull inſtead of calling him 


Pope or Bishop of Rome he ſtiles him Antichriſt in the 


very Title prefix'd to it thus, againſt the execrable Bull 
of Amichriſt ; which shews that amongſt the Lutherans 
he was very well known by that Name, | 
Calvin maimtain'd in expreſs Term that the Bish- 
ops of the Church of Rome were not true Paſtors , but 
the moſt cruel Butchers of Souls, Inſtit, L. 4. C. 10, 
and in the ſame Treatiſe L. 4. C. 2. §. 2. he tells his 
Reader that in the Church of Rome inſtead of the 
Lord's Supper a horrible Sacrilege is ſubſtituted in it's 
Place: that the Worihip of God is entirely disfigured by 


a Heap of Superſtitions : that the eſſential Doftrine of 


Chriſtianity , without which it cannot ſub ſiſt is either bu- 


fied or utterly acſtroy'd ; that her publick, Aſſemblies are 
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Schools of Idolatry and Impiety, and that 10 Man 42 
zo be afraid of ſeparating himſelf from the Church by avi 
ding to be an Accomplice in her Crimes, In his Letter 
to the King of Poland he declares poſitively that her 
Ainiſtry was interrupted , and in his Method of Re far. 
oy the Church, that she was faln into_utrer Rune. 
Theodorus Beza his faithful Diſciple told the Car- 
dinal of Lorain that they had renounced the pnpiſtical 
Ordinations as the Mark of the Beaſt: as he likewiſe 
told Saravias that they were no better than an infamous 


| Commerce with the Romich Harlot, and more polluted 


than the Pay of 2 forbid by God to be offer d in | 
the Temple. 

The zi. Article of their Profeſſion of Faith Jeckees 
that the Church was faln into utter Ruine and Deſola- 
tian. And the 28th Article condemns all popish Af. 
ſemblies , becauſe the pure Word of God was banish d 
our of them, and the holy Sacraments were corrupted , 
baſtardiz d, falſified , or rather entirely annihilated, That 
all Idolatry and Superſtition was practiſed in them, and 
that whoever follow d their Practices, or commiunicated : 
with them, cut himſelf off from the A lyſtical Body of Je- 
ſus- Chriſt, 

From theſe Principles they argued very conſe. - 
quently, and infer'd that they could not poſſibly 


| receive a lawful Miſſion from the Church of Rome, but 


that the ſafeſt Courſe they could rake was to inſiſt 
upon an immediate and extraordinary Y ocation from 
God. And truly if the Premiſes were true, the Con- 
ſequence would be undeniable. 

eo have thoſe of the Epiſcopal Church of England 
been more moderate in their Writings? I leave the 
Reader to Judge whether they have or no. 

Perkins in his Expoſition upon the Creed page 


400. writes thus, We ſay that before the Days f 


Luther * the Space of many hundred I _ an 0 νẽ 


53 T be firſt Reformers had Art. 6% 
VERSAL APOSTACY overſpred the whole Face of 
zhe Earth. | 
The Book of Homilies order'd by the 35th Article 
of Religion to be read in Churches as containing a 
ly and wholeſome Doctrine, in the Homily againſt 
the Peril of Idolatry 3. Part, London 1687. pag. 251. has 
theſe remarkable Words. Laity and Clergy, learned 
and unltarned , all Ages ſects and Degrees of Men, Wo- 
men and Children of whole Chriſtendom have been at once 
arown'd in ABOMINABLE IDOLATRY ---- and that for 
the Space of eight hundred Tears and more, 

Mr Napier (of whom more hereafter) in his Book 
upon the Revelations, Prop. 37. pag. 68, writes thus, 
From the Tear of Chriſt 316. the ANTiCaRISTIAN and 
Papiſtical Reign has begun, Cc. | 

Dr Beard in his Book entitled Antichriſt the Pope 
ef Rome tells his Reader, that she Pope has ſet up anew 
God, namely a Piece of Bread in the Maſs ---- that he 
exalts himſelf above all that is God, nay above God him. 

elf. . 
1 Surcl'ff in his Survey of Popery writes, that Po- 
as a Sink has together with HERESIES received into 
itſelf moſt groſs and HEATHENISH IDOLATRY ---- that 
it is nothing elſe but a Pack of OLD AND New HERE 
SIES that the Romish Church conſiſts of a Pack of Ix- 
FIDELS --- that the Pope is ANTICHR1ST ---- that the 
gopish Church has NO TRUE BISH OPS OR PRIESTS —- 
and finally, hat Popery in many Points is more abomi- 
nable than the DOcTRINE oF MARHOMET. 
Stillingſteet a Doctor and Bishop of the Church of 
England has writ a large Volume to prove Roman 
Catholichs IDOoLATERS, and Mr Lefly in his Caſe ſtared 
following Srillingflect's Syſtem has employ'd about 30 
pages to prove us as rank Idolaters as Heathens ever 
were. OS 


Laſtly a ſcurrilous Libel entitled, 4 Proteftants 
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Miſſion before, he would forfeit it by 


Art. 6. w ordinary Miſſion. - Fo 
Reſolution shewing his Reaſons why he will not be a Pa- 
piſt writ by Way of Queſtions and Anſwers in the 
Form of a Catechiſm reprinted ſeveral Times a few 
Years ago, and induſttiouſly diſperſed throughout 
the Kingdom, has the following Queſtion and Anſwer 

ag. 10. | i 
N ©. What was there in the Romuh Religion, that oc. 

ca ſion d Proteſtants to ſeparate themſelves 2 it? 

A. In that is was a SUPeERSTITIOUS, IDOLATROUS, 
DAMN ABLE, BLOOD Y, TRAITEROUS, BLIND, 
BrAasPHEMOUs RELIICIo NW. PS * 

This indeed is outragious in the higheſt Degree, 
and more becoming the Brutality of a Savage, than 
one that ſets up for a Guide and Teacher of Chriſ- 
tians. I omit innumerable others to ſave myſelf the 
Trouble of tranſcribing Volumes, and appeal to the 
Generality of Proteſtant Laichs, whether the Idea of 
Popery being a Religion full of groſs Errors, Superſti- 
tions, and [dolatry has not been familiar. to them 
from their very Childhood: and ſince ſuch Notions 
are not born with us, they muſt have been inſtill'd 
into them by their Teachers. I pray God to convert 
their Hearts, and forgive them the Guilt of ſo grie- 
vous à Sin. N | * 48.58 * 2» 

'Tis however plain and undeniable that the Ge- 
netality of Proteſtants have in a Manner conſpired 
together to give this foul Character of the Chureh 
of Rome, and ſo they ſtand: convicted by their own 
Doctrine and Writings, that they cannot without 


the greateſt Incoherency and even Abſurdity pre- 


tend to derive a lawful Miniſtry from that Church 
for the Reaſon I have already often repeated, viz. 
becauſe an Heretical or Idolatrous Church has herſelf 
no lawful Miniſtry, and therefore cannot communi- 
cate it to others. Nay tho a Perſon had a lawful 
communica- 
Ha 


Bo The firſt Reformers had Art. & 
ting with ſuch a Church; becauſe whoever commu- 
nicates in Sacraments of Worchip with FHeretichs, 
Schifmaticks , or Idolaters becomes guilty of their He- 
reſy, Schiſm, or Idolatry, and is thereby render'd in- 
capable of Exerciſing his Functions lawfully. And 
this alone is a convincing Proof, that neither Lu- 
eher, nor Calvin, nor Zuinglius, nor Caroloſtadius, nor 
Bichop Cranmer, nor any of the firſt Reformers could 
poſſibly have a lawful ordinary Miſſion according to 
Their own Doctrine, wherein they have repreſented 
the Church of Rome as an Heretical and Idolatrous Church; 
becauſe they had all communicated with her for 
many Years in all her Sacraments and Worship. 
Nov then I leave Proreſtants to conſider ſeriouſly 
from whence they have their Miniſtry or Miſſion? By 
their blind Zeal againſt Popery, and violent Hatred 
to the Church of Rome they have effectually ſtopp'd 
up that Channel againſt themſelves, through which 
alone it had paſs'd for fifteen hundred Years before 
the Reformation, and when they ſeparated themſelves 
from that Church, as they never incorporated them- 
ſelves into any other Society of Chriſtians , ſo have 
they been from the very Beginning, and continue 
ſtil ro be a ſeparare Body and Communion from all o- 
ther Chriſtian Churches as well as from the Church 
of Rome; and ſo they cannot have received their Miſ- 
ſion from any of theſe, Neither can they have re- 
ceived it from the People or ſecular Magiſtrate, be- 
cauſe they have no eccleſfaſtical Power or Juriſd ction 
- themſelves. How then do they come by it? It cer- 
tainly behoves them to give a ſatisfactory Anſwer 
to this Queſtion: Becauſe the Salvation or Damna- 
tion of Millions of Souls depends upon it. 
Some will perhaps ſay, that tho the Church i 
Rome be painted in very black Colours by great 
Nurnbers of Proteſtant Teachers, yet the more mga 
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3 Art. 6. u0 ordinary Miſcon. £ 
1- WW derare Part pretend not that she has loft the Faith, 
„but only obſcured it: that the Foundation remains 


good, bur she has built a great Deal of Stubbie and 


1- W Srraw upon it: that therefore she has always had a 
d awful Miniſtry, and by Conſequence a Power to 
communicate it to others. But theſe are all empty 
Jo Words, and ſerve for nothing elſe but to throw a 
d Miſt before the People's Eyes. I sball therefore pro- 
0 poſe rwo Dilemma's to clear the whole Matter. | 
d Firſt. Either the Church of Rome is a ſuperſtitions and 
35 Idolatrous Church, or not. If she be, she has no law- 


J: ful Miniſtry, nor by Conſequence a Power to com- 
municate it to others, If not, what Opinion mult all 


y rational Men have not only of the firſt Reformers, 

y WH bur of the Generality of Proteſtant Teachers? Muſt 

d they not regard them as Men void of Honour and 

d Conſcience, as Seducers, Impoſtors, and the faules 

h Calumniators , that ever were upon the Face of the 

re Earth? Nay muſt they not think their Leaders, who 

WW ftill promote or countenance this unchriſtian Ca- 
1 lumny to be utterly deſtitute of all Hopes of Salva- 
7e tion, unleſs they make ſome publick Reparation of 

1e Honour to he Church, which both they and their 

J- Forefathers have ſlander'd in ſuch a notorious Man- 
h ner? I chink the Matter is beyond all Queſtion ac- 

CE cording to this received Maxim of Chriſtian Mora- 


2 lity , that the Sin of Injujtice is incapable of Pardon, if 
* - Reſtitution be not made. 5 | 

1 Again, Either the Church of Rome is an Heretical 
Church, or not. If she be it follows again, that she 
has no /awful Miniſtry, nor a Power to tranſmit it 
a to others. If not, there follows a Train of the moſt 
deſtructive Conſequences to all the Reform d Chur 
che. For if she be not an Heretical Church, then her 
* 

A 


whole Faith is Orthodox, and it follows that the 
Tope Supremacy , the Church's Infallibiliy, Tranſulſtan 


2 


_ 0 The firſl Reformers had Arr. 6. 
Fiation, the Sacrifice of the Maſi, the lawfulneſs of 
Communion in one kind , of Invok:ng the Saints, and Ho- 
nouring their Reliques, Images and Pictures, and man 
more Articles denied by the Reform d Churches are 
all Articles of reveal'd Faith, becauſe they are all 
propoſed as ſuch by the Church of Rome, and if any 
of them were not reveal d Truths, she would be ma- 
_ nifeſtly guilty of Hereſy: becauſe ro add to the re- 
 weal'd Word of God is as much Hereſy as to detract 
from it: that is to ſay in plainer Terms, whatever 
Church declares that to be an Article of reveal d 
Faith, which really is not ſo, is no leſs an Heretical 
Church , than that which denies Articles af Faith re- 
veal'd by God. | 
Well then ſuppoſing the Church of Rome not to 
be an Heretical Church, it follows 1. that she is the 
true Church of Chriſt, 2. That all the Reform'd Chur- 
ches have ſeparated themſelves from the true Church 
of Chriſt. 3. That in ſo doing they are all Schiſma- 
zical Churches. 4. That they are likewiſe Heretical 
Churches in Denying the foremention'd Arxticles 
propoſed by her as reveal d Truths, And 5, that being 
Heretical Churches they are incapable of having any 
lawful: Miniſtry ; becauſe no Man or Society of Men 
ever had a lawful Power to preach Hereſy. This I 
call a Train of Conſequences. deſtructive to all the 
Reform'd Churches, if the Church of Rome be not an 
Heretical Church; and if she be one, they can have 
no law/ul Miſſion from her: and ſo they are hemm'd 
in betwixt the two Horns of this Dilemma, one of 
which muſt give them a mortal Wound, let them 
turn themſelves whar W ay they pleaſe. $3 
Bur it may perhaps be ask'd, ac if the whole 
Church of Chriſt should fall into Hereſy or 1delatry.; 
there would be no Poſſibility in that Caſe of a — 
ful Miniſtry. or ordigary- Miſſian:? 1 anſwer ff, th; | 


— — 


— 


S = %. 


— 2 W Wa Sq ＋ A = © 


„ pat nf Oy „% Oy my i= 


”, We» = 4. + 0 mw TY FT im e3 


Att. 6. 20 ordinary Miſſion: 89 0 


the Caſe is impoſſible: becauſe Chriſt has poſitivelñ 


promiſed his Church, that the Gates of Hell shall not 
prevail againſt her. Math. 16. V. 18. And that he wilt 
be with her unto the End of the World, Math. 28. . 20. 
I anſwer 2aly, that if it were poſſible for the whole. 
Church to apoſtatize, the Eccleſiaſtical Miniſtry or 
Miſſion as eſtablish'd upon the Footing it now is 
would ceaſe of Courſe in that Caſe, and an eætraor- 
dinary Vocation would then be abſolutely requiſite to 
authorize Perſons to eſtablish a ew Miniſtry in Cale 
it should pleaſe God to form a new Church. Which 
was the very Principle the firſt Reformers went upon, 
when they claim'd an extraordinary Vocation: and they 
argued very juſtly, as I obſerved before, if it had 
been true what they pretended , that the whole Church 
was faln into Hereſy and Idolatry. | 
There remains now but one popular Argument ta 
be anſwer'd , vi7. that it was not the Buſineſs of the 
Reformation to preach a new Faith, or ſet up a new. 
Church, but only to bring the Chriſtian Religion 
back to it's ancient Purity, which ſurely any Miniſter | 
of the Goſpel may lawfully do. Thouſands of the 
Laity , who know nothing of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, 
and ſwallow down without Examination whatever 
their Guides teach them, have been and are ftill 
ſeduced by the plauſible Appearance of this Argu- 
ment. For nothing is more certain than that the, 
moſt ancient Chriſtian Religion is that which was 
taught by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and the Religion 
they taught is moſt certainly the only true one, W hen 
therefore the People are confidemly told by their 
Miniſters, that Proteſtancy is the ancient Religion, and 
believe it upon their Word, there they ſtick fully 
ſatisfied without enquiring any farther whether it 
be really {c or no; whether their Miniſters can prove 


it as calily as ſay it; ot whether their Averring it bg 
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, 


quiſite in a Concern of this importance, they wc uld 


© Joon diſcover their State to be the ſame as that of 
Perſons under the deluſion of a pleaſing Dream. Ard 


Indeed as long as they continue under this deluſive 
Dream of having Aniquity and the primitive Ages on 
their Side, all Endeavours to convince them of this 
or that particular Truth is but Labour loſt like Spee- 
ches made to Perſons in a profound Sleep. For 
which Reaſon I shall endeavour to awake them 
out of it with*the Help of the following Articles, 
wherein it will be made plain that the Doctrine 
commonly known by the odious Name of Popery 
was the very Doctrine of the Carholich Church in the 
primitive Ages, and by Conſequence of the Apoſtles 
themſelves, 8 
ART. Y4% 
The Antiquity of the Doftrine calld Popery. 
MA Luther an Auſtin Friar began his preten- 
ded Reformation in the Vear of our Lord 
1517. The Greek and Latin Churches, tho' they had 
been united in the general Council of Florence, were 
then again divided. Muſcovy follow'd the Fate of the 
Greek Church, and the Spanish Weſt Indies were, as 
'they are now, in the Communion of the Church of 
- Rome, The Greeks differ'd from the Latins only in 
the Article relating to the Proceſſion of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Which however drew unavoidably after it that of 
the Supremacy: In all other Doctrinal Points whatever 
they agreed with the Church of Rome, as they do at 
reſent. For Proof whereof I refer the Reader to 
the learned Book intituled, The Church of ey 
228 H 


a ſafe Bottom to hazard their Souls upon? W he rea: 
if they made theſe Enquiries with the Sincerity re- 
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Art. 7. Doctrine call d Popery. . | 5 65 


Shew'd by the, &c. Part. 1. Chap. 1. pag. 10. 11. 12. 13 
14. W here he may likewiſe be ſatisfied, that the 
Neſtori ans, Armenians , Cophtes, Syrians, and Ethio- 
pians alſo reject the Doctrine of the Reformation in 
all Points, wherein it differs from the Roman Catho. 
lick Church. | 5 14: 2088 


As to the Latin Church, that is, the Church in 


Communion with the See of Rome, at the Time when 
Luther (et up for a Reformer , She was ſpread over 
all rhe vrindipal Kingdoms of Europe England, Scot- 


land, Ireland, the whole Empire, with the 17. Pro. 


vinces of the Netherlands, the large Kingdoms of 
France and Spain, all Italy, with the Kingdoms of 
Naples and Sicily, Sweden, Demnarb. Poland, &c. 
were all united in the ſame Faith, acknowledging the 
Pope for their common Father, the true Ficar of 


Chriſt , and ſupreme Head of their Church. So that | 


Luther had not any in the whole World to commu- 


nicate with. And was it not a Preſomption even to 


a Degree of Madneſs for a private Monk to ſet = 
his own private judgment in Oppoſition to all Chrif 
tendom, and ſtand ſingle againſt the whole World? 
Truly it would look like a Dream rather than a ſe. 
rious Truth, were it not atteſted by all Writers, 
and Luther himſelf, For in the Preface ro his Works 
he boaſts, that he was alone at firſt. Prims ſolus 
. l 8 5 
Calvin owns the ſame Truth Epiſt. 141, Ve have 
been forced, ſays he, to break off from the Communion of 
the whole World, A toto mundo diſceſſionem facers 
coacti ſumus. Nay many Proteſtant Writers glory 
in Luther's Separation from the whole World. If 


there had been right Believers, = one, who went be. 
fore Luther in his Office , there had been no need of 4 


© 8 n 1 a 
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Lutheran Reformation, | Georgius Billius in Aug, Conf, 


Art. 7, pag. 137.] Ie i ridiculous, ä „166 


66 The Antiquity of the Art. 7. 
think that in the Time before Luther, any had the Pu- 
riiy of Doctrine, and that Luther should receive it from 
them, | Bened. Morgeſtern. de Eccleſia. pag. 145. ] This 
Gentleman like a Drag. net, Sweeps all before him; 
Fathers, Councils, Dotlors ; nay 1 fear the Apo#tles 
themſelves will ſcarce eſcape. 
Tis then an inconteſtable Truth, that Luther did 
not only ſeparate himſelf from his own Mot her- 
Church, but that there was not any preexiſtent vi- 
ſible Church of Chriſtians in the whole World, 
into which he could incorporate himſelf. But how 
long had the Roman Catholich Church, from whoſe 
Communion he ſeparated himſelf, already had a 
Being before the Reformation? This is a Point of 
great Importance, and challenges a ſerious Exami- 
nation, | 8 75 
*Tis certain she was venerable for her Antiquity 
even at the Time, when Luther took upon him to 
reform her. For, 1ſt, All ſeparate Chriſtian Com- 
munions then extant in the W orld had either gone 
out immediately from her, or ſpawn'd from thoſe, 
that had: And ſome of theſe were very Ancient, asf 
the Neſtorians, Eutychians, and ſuch others. 
Aab, The four firſt general Councils were all in 
"Communion with the Bishop of Rome. The firſt of 
Mee againſt the Arians Anno 325. was in the Com- 
munion of Pope Sylveſter, whoſe Legares together 
with Oſius preſided in it. T 
The ſecond of Conſtantinople againſt the Macedo- 
nians Anno 381. was in Communion with Pope Da. 
maſus; whom the Fathers of that Council in theit 
ſynodical Letter ro him, thank for calling them to 
a Council as his Members; and Damaſus in his Anſwet 
ſtiles them his moſt honourable Children. = 4 
The third of Epheſus againſt Neſtorius Anno 431. 
was in the C— —_ of Pope Celeſtin. W hols 


8 


1, 
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Art. 7. Doctrine call d Popery. 67 
Legate told the Council that his Maſter was their 
Head , and the Succeſſor of St Peter; whoſe Place and 
Authority the Bishop of Rome held Act. 2. T. 3. Conc. 


p. 619. Af, 3. p. 626. againſt which not one in the 


Council made the leaſt Exception. So that it even 
proves a great Deal more, than is neceſſary for my 
preſent Purpoſe. C 

The fourth of Calcedon againſt Eutyches and Dioſ= 


corus Anno 451. was in Communion with St Leo; to 


whom the Council wrote in this Manner: Rogammns 
igitur, & tuis decretis honora noſtrum Fudicium ; & ſicut 


nos Capiti in bonts adj ecimus Conſonantiam, fic & ſum- 
mitas tua filiis quod decet adhibear, That is, Ve defire 
you to honeur our Judgment with your Decrees : And as 
we have agreed with our Head in all good Things, ſ0 
may your Highneſs grant to us your Children, that which 
is fitting. Conc, Calced. in Epiſt. ad St Leonem, Tom. 


4. pag. 837. D. E. 


I only mention theſe four general Councils, be- 
cauſe they are allow'd of by the Church of England. 
Act. 1. Eliz. C. 1. And the Time, in which they were 
held, witneſſes their Antiquity ; for the firſt was held 


near twelve hundred Years, and the laſt of the four 


above a thouſand and fifty Years before the Refor- 
mation, | 

W hence it follows firſt , that the Church in Com 
munion with the See of Rome not only had a Being, 
(whereof no Man doubts) but was wholly imcorrupt 
and free from Errors both from the Time of the A- 
poſtles to the firſt General Council, and in the whole 
Interval of Time between that and the fourth or 


| laſt Council allow'd of by the Church of England. 


The Reaſon is clear, becauſe nor one of the four 

firſt Councils accuſed her of any Errors z and had 

She been guilty of any, it cannot be doubred but 

thoſe Councils would have call 'd 3 an Account 
55 __ 2 
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and condemn'd her, as they did the Arians, Mace. 
donians, Neſtorians and Eutychians. Nay tis manifeſt, 
that the Faich of thoſe Councils and the See of Rome 
was one and the ſame ; for otherwiſe they would nor 
have been in the ſame Communion; and fince the 
Church of England allows of thoſe Councils, 'tis no 
leſs manifeſt , that She believes their Faith was Or- 
thidox, The oe oral | 

W hence it follows 2h. That the Church of Eng- 
land, which owns the Authority of the four, firſt 
Councils, muſt likewiſe acknowledge that the Ro. 
man Catholick Church, or the Church in Communion 
with the See of Rome, was at leaſt free from Corrup- 
tions till the Middle of the fift Century, in which 
the fourth general Council was held. = 
Now then, if we can but make the Popery, which 
Luther reform'd , shake Hands with the Religion of 
| thoſe Times; that is, if it can but be clearly pro- 
ved, that the very ſame Doctrine which was profeſs'd 
by the Church of Rome when Luther began to reform, 
was likewiſe profeſs'd by the Catholickh Church in 
thoſe ancient Times, in which she is acknowledg'd 
to have been free from Corruptions; will it not be 
a demonſtrative Proof, that the Doctrine call'd Po- 
pery, and the Church which profeſles it, are as an» 
gient as Chriſtianity itſelf > The Evidence will cer- 
tainly be beyond all Manner of Diſpute, Let us 
then make ſome Enquiry into this important Mat- 
ter, and ſee how far the Doctrine Called Popery may 
be traced, even from the Conceſſions of ſuch Pro- 
Seftant VV citers , as ars beyond Exception. | 


Arr. $, - Doctrine call'd Popery. 5 n By 
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1 
Prroteſtants Writers, B io 


Irſt, Bishop Tillotſon Serm. 49. pag. 588. writes 
thus: In the Beginning of the OO when 
Antichiſt ſate ſecurely in the quiet Poſſeſſion of his King- 
dom, Luther aroſe, &c, Theſe Words ſecurely and 
in the quiet Poſſeſſion, muſt be, own'd to be very En- 
phatical ;. tho I cannot draw any politive Conſe- 
quence from em as to the Number of Tears, which 
that ſecure and quiet Poſſeſſion had already laſted : Bur 


fince ſo learned a Man as the Bishop was could nor 5 


be ignorant of it, tis probable he foreſav the Ad- 
vantage we should make of it, had he been too par- 
ticular: And therefore Farmer not ſafe to ſpeak 
out; bur choſe rather to leave his Reader in the Dark, 
than let him know more than was fitting for him. 
_ Perkins in his Expoſition upon the Creed pag. 400, 
ventures to be a little plainer. His Words are theſe: 
Me ſay that before the Days of Luther for the Space of _ 
many hundred Tears, an univerſal Apoſtacy over-ſpread 
the whole Face of the Earth, and that our Church was 

not then viſible in the World, Here Popery, which the 
Author is pleas'd to call an univerſal Apoſtacy, is 
own'd to have over-ſpead the whole Face of the Earth 

for many hundred Tears before the Days of Luther. 
However he did not think it proper to ſpecify, as 
he might have done, how many Hundred Years this 
uni verſal Apeſtacy had already laſted. But every in- 
telligent Reader will be apt to gueſs, that when a 
Man ſays many Hundred Tears, he does not mean a 
very ſmall Number, 8 "If 2.29 

But the Proteſtant Homily Beo in Order to ſet forth 


\ 4 


To ye Antiquity of the Art. 8. 
3 in the moſt pathetical Manner the Danger of Popery, 
[| which the Compoſer has the Charity to call abomi- 
. nable Idolatry; this Book, I ſay (the Authority where. 
of cannot be queſtion'd) has ventur'd to explain 
ſome Part of Perkins many Hundred Years, The 
Words are as follows: Laity and Clergy ; Learned 
and Unlearned; All Ages, Sells, and Degrees of Men, 
Women and Children of whole Chriſtendom had been 
at once drown'd in abominable Idolatry ; And that for 
tbe Space of Eight Hundred Years and more: Hom. 
againſt rhe Peril of Idolatry. Pare. III. P. 251. Printed 
London Anno 16879, © + FEE ol | 
Here then we have Eight Hundred Years, with a 
more at the End of 'em allow'd to Popery before the 
Reformation. The Word, More, may be made to 
ſignify as much, or as little as every one pleaſes, 
Bur it may modeftly be extended ſo far, as to make 
the total Number amount to about Nine hundred 
Tears in all; which brings univerſal Popery to St Gre- 
gorys Time, who tranſplanted it into England: where 
at flourish'd for the ſpace of Nine Hundred Years be- 
fore the. Reformation. So that now we have brought 
it ſafe to the Beginning of the 7th Century: That 
is, within a Hundred and Fifty Tears of the 4th ge- 
neral Council: And now I have only this ſmall In- 
terval of Time to provide for it; which if I can do 
with the Help of a good Proteſtant Gaide, it will eaſily 
find its Way to the very Time of the Apoſtles. 
But I have luckily met with one, who even out- 
goes my Wishes, and has conducted Popery not on- 
ly to the 4th, but even beyond the iſt great general 
Council of Nice. The Perſon I ſpeak of, is Mr Ne. 
pier: Who in his Book upon the Revelations Prop. 
| 37. p. 68. is ſo fincere as to own that Popery, which 
 B he cannot forbear giving an ugly Name to, reign'd 


ll.  wriverſaly in the very Beginning of the 4th Conwy, 
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and under the firlt Chriſtian Emperor, that ever was 


in the World. Bur leaſt any one should chro' Miſ- 


take think Mr Napier to be an obſcure or inconſi- 


derable Writer, Mr Collier in his Hiſtorical Dictio- 


nary has taken Care to publish his Merits; for he 
ſtiles him a profound Scholar, and of great Worth, 
This learned and worthy Perſon then writes thus: 
From the Tear of Chrift Three Hundred and Sixteen the 
Antichriſtian and Papiſtical Reign has begun: Reigning 
univerſally, and without any debatable Contradiction One 
Thouſand Two Hundred and Sixty Years. And again, 
Chap. 11. p. 145. The Pope and Clergy have poſſeſſed the 
outward viſible Church even One Thouſand, Two Hun- 


dred and Threeſcore Tears, I preſume he counts to the 


Time, that the Reformation was eſtablished in Great 
Britain. | 3 VVV y 
This however is preciſe and clear; tho' the other 
three Gentlemen were more or leſs upon the Reſerve, 
Tillotſon has only favour'd us with a broad Hint. Per- 
kins indeed allows Popery many Hundred Tears; but 
is careful not to let us know how many. The Homiliſt 
gives it Eight Hundred Tears and more; but his More 
is like a Purſe, that may be let out, or drawn in as 


much as every one shall Fancy. But the learned and 


vorthy Napier ſpeaks boldly, and may ſerye as a 
Comment upon the other Three, For we are certi- 


fy'dby him that the Papiſtical Reign began from the 


Year of Chriſt Three Hundred and Sixteen: That is, 
preciſely a Year more than Twelve Hundred before 
Luther commenced Reformer, What Pity is it, that 
he has not ſpecified the very Day of the Month, on 
which Popery began its univerſal Reign? For when his 
Hand was in, he might have done the one with as 
much Eaſe as the other: And then Papiſis might have 
had the Pleaſure to keep the Anniverſary Feaſt of its 


Acceſſion to the Empire of the univerſalChriſtiani/ orid. 
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* Tue Antiquity of ib. Att. g. 
Zut tho Mr Napier has done Popery a conſiderable 


Service by allowing it an univerſal Reign, even in the 


Beginning of the Fourth Century; yet the four Pro- 


teſtant Annaliſts, commonly call'd the Magdeburgian,, 


carry it ſtill higher, and ſtick not to date their pre- 


tended Decay of the Chriſtian Doctrine, and the Straw 
and Srubble of Papiſtical Errors, as they call them, 
even from the Age immediately after Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles. Thus God has confounded the Enemies of 
his Church, by making them become W itneſles of 
the Truth againſt theit Wills; and proclaim the 
Antiquity of her Faith in thoſe very Writings, 
which they intended for the sharpeſt Invectives a- 
ainſt it. | : | 
: Upon the whole, I cannot but make this Obſer- 
vation, vit. that, if Popery had it's Beginning in any 
Age ſince the Time of the Apoſtles, tis morally 
impoſſible but ſo conſiderable an Event muſt have 
been tranſmitted to Poſterity, I will not ſay by one 
or two Hiſtorians of Note, but by Hundreds, who 
would have mark'd out the Time when it happen'd 
with ſuch an unqueſtionable Certainty, that it would 
have been impoſſible either to doubt of it, or differ 
in their Opinions about it. Thus we know exactly 
the very Year, when Arianiſin and Lutheraniſm be- 
gan. The Facts were never queſtion'd by any Man 
in the World; and the Certainty of them leaves no 
Room for any Diverſity of Opinions about them. 
If then there were any Ancient Records or Au- 
thentick Hiſtory, that fix d preciſely the Time when 
Papery began, would not all Proteſtants have quoted 
them for the Chronology of a Fact, which muſt have 


ſunk the Credit of the Church of Rome to all Intents 


and Purpoſes, and eſtablish'd the Reform'd Churches 
upon the moſt ſolid Foundation 2 Tis very ſure, 


they never would have oyerlook'd an Advantage of \ 


that 
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Since therefore, inſtead of this unanimous Agrees 


Arr. __ Doctrine cal d P opery. f nn 
that Importance; Nay every Man of Learning would 
have had it without Book; and the Date of every 
Branch of Popery would have been as well known, as 
that of the Refarmation : Concerning which there nds 
ver were two Opinions among Thouſauds, that have 


writ of it. rr 5 


ment in fixing the Time that Popery began, we find 
nothing but Cutting and + Shuffling, precaripus 


Gueſſes, and Diver ſity of Opinions among the very 
beſt Proteſtant Writers; tis a demonſtrative Proof, 


that they have no ancient or authentick Records 
concerning any Beginning of it ſince the Time of 
the Apoſtles : And we may juſtly conclude; that, as 
it reign'd univerſally for many hundred Tears before the 
Reformation according to Perkins ;, for Eight hundred 
Tears and more according to the Book of Homilies; for 
above Twelve Hundred Years according to Mr Napier 
and is own'd by the Magdeburgians to have had a Be 
ing even in the ſecond Century; we may conclude, 1 
y , that it never had any other eginning than that 
of Chriſtianity ; v, from Chriſt: himſelf and his N 
poſtles , as Shall be proved at large hereafter 
But, to return once more to the learned Mr V. 
pier, whoſe Cbronoiogy relating to the grand Epach af 
Fopery is very curious, ve ſee he fixes it preciſely 
in the Year of Chriſt 316. That is, Nine Tears be- 
fore the firſt great general Council of Nice, which was 
held Anno 325, Nay he tells us expreſly, that even 
then it reign'd univerſally: So that it may be truly 
ſaid in — Tillotſon s Language, that even then 
Antichriſt ſat ſecurely in the quiet Peſſeſſion of his Ring- 
dom. Very ſtrange! Unleſs we had ſome Information 
how he got into it. For a Kingdom of ſo vaſt an Ex- 
tent as the whole Chriſtian World , is not uſually got 
in Hygger-mugger or like a Puꝛſe by 5 25 


74 The Antiquity of tb _ Arr. 8. 
' However that be, it follows evidently from Mc 
Napier's Chronology , that the Fathers of the Vicene 
Council, tho allow'd of and reſpected by Proteſtants 
themſelves, were all ffaunch Papiſts, And what is 
very remarkable, many of the Bishops of that Coun- 
cil were eminent Saints; and carried about them the 
glorious Marks of their paſt Sufferings for the Faith 
of Chriſt. LE 13K FE 4 5 1 7115 44 4 
I ask then, whether the Bishops of the Nicene 
Council had been Papiſts from their Infancy, or not 
If ſo; then without all Diſpute they had been brought 
up by Papiſts, and ſo Popery is ſtill more ancient than 
Mr Napier makes ir. But if they had not been Pa- 
piſts from their Infancy, then they were all infamous 
Apoſtares ; St Athanaſius among the reſt, And is ir 
not very ſtrange, that no one of them should be 
touch'd with Remorſe, nor repreſent to the Coun. 
cil their fall from the ancient Religion, nor exhort 
them to a Reformation; eſpecially, when the ſuppoſed 
Change from one Religion to another was of ſo 
fresh a Date, that there was not a Bishop in, the 
Council, bur muſt have been concern'd in it? 
But it is ſtill more wonderful, that the Arians 
their mortal Enemies, who were admitted to and 
heard in the Council, should not reproach them 
with their Apoſtacy, and ſo put them to open Shame. 
And yet the Acts and Hiſtories of that Council men- 
tion no ſuch Thing. Nay Euſebizs himſelf, who was 
preſent at it, and has writ che Hiſtory of the Church 
down to his Time, knew nothing of any univerſal 
Apoſtacy from the primitive Faith of the Church to 
Popery. For had he known it, tis incredible he would 
have paſs d it over in Silence. And therefore, ſince 
neither he nor thoſe that wrote immediately after 
him have left us any Hiſtory, Record, or Monu- 


ment of any Change in the Faith of the univerſal vis 
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Art. 8. Doftrine cal d Popery. oy 
ble Church introduced before their Time, tis ma- 
nifeſt there never was any ſuch Change : and, by 
Conſequence, the Popery, which Mr Napier owns to 
have reign'd univerſally even Nine Years before the 
Council of Nice, was the very Religion that had been 
handed down to them from the Apoſtles themſelves. 
But I shall now ſer aſide theſe Teſtimonies of Pro- 
teſtant Writers, which witneſs the Antiquity of the 
Roman Cat hol ch Faith, and endeavour to take a more 


effectual Way to prove it without being at the 


Courteſy of any Proteſtant Evidence to vouch for it. 


But (to avoid an unneceſſary Multiplicity of Words) 
as all the pretended Errors of the Church of Rome ate 
briefly expreſs'd by the Word, Popery; fo the Doc- 
trine of the Reformation as oppolite to it shall for 
Brevity-ſake be call'd, Proreſtancy. Becauſe I shall 
have Occaſion to repeat them both frequently; and 
tis no matter what Names we give them, ſo we but 
underſtand one another. fe RE on 
+ Now the whole Queſtion is, whether the Doctrine 


call'd Proreſtancy, or that which is call'd Popery, has 


a fairer Title to Antiquity. If Proteſtancy be the true 
Chriſtian Doctrine, which was taught by the Apoſ- 
tles, it muſt have had a being in the World pre- 
exiſtent to that af Popery : And then there muſt have 
happen'd a total Change from Proteſtancy to Popery in 
ſome Age or other ſince the Time of the Apoltles, 
For withour this Change Popery could not have got 
Poſſeſſion of the univerſal viſible Church, as it cer- 
tainly had at the beginning of the Reformation; 


when the couragious Martin Luther ſtood alone againſt 


the whole Chriſtian World, ee i 
It shall therefore be my Task to demonſtrate, 4has 
a here neuer happen d any ſuch Change; or, which a- 
mounts to the ſame; that na Church teaching a Dottrins 


te to the pretended Errors of W of Rome 
* i 4 | 


76 The Antiquity of the Arr. 8. 
ever appear d in the World before her: M hich if it be 
made evident, the Conſequence will be, that the 
Doctrine call'd Popery is as ancient as Chriſtianity its 


ſelf, and has been handed down to us from Chriſt 


and his Apoſtles _ 


But it is very neceſſary, the Reader should here 


- obſerve that Popery in general may be divided into 
two Parts; v. the Diſcipline, and the Faith of the 
Church of Rome, The proper Object of Faith are all 


reveal d Truths, which are the ſame in all Ages; nor 


can any Authority upon Earth pretend to make the 
Jeaſt Change in them. But the Diſcipline of the 
Church being not of Divine Revelation but Human 
Inſtitution is doubtleſs changeable: Becauſe the ſame 
Legiſlative Power whether in Church or State, which 
ran make Laws and Regulations for the publick 
Good, may likewiſe for juſt Reaſons alter, ſuſpend, 
or repeal the Laws or Regulations it has made. 

Thus the Ancient Penitential Canons, tho' they 
were in Force for ſome Ages, have not been bin- 
ding for many Hundred Years paſt, Thus likewiſe 
the Council of Trent regulated the prohibited Degrees 
of Conſanguinity and Affinity otherwiſe, than they 
were before. Nay even the Apoſtolical Conſtitution of 
the Council of Jeruſalem , which forbids Blood and 
things Strangled , Act. 15. V. 29. remain'd not long in 
Force, but as the motive ceaſed , the Obligation be- 
came void of Courſe. For let Laws be never ſo good 
in themſelves, they are not good at all Times, nor 
in all Places, . Nn 
Nov then, when I pretend to prove, that the Doo. 
trine call d Popery is as Ancient as Chriſtianity, I mean 
not the Diſcipline but the Faith of the Church of Rome. 
For tis abſurd ro maintain that Regulations of Diſ- 
cipline, which came gradually into the Church and 
have been ſubject to Variations, ate as Anciem as 
the Church itſelf, 
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Tis however a common Practice, tho' a very un- 
fair one, among Proteſtam W riters when they deſign 
to charge the Church of Rome with Novrity, to con- 
found the one with the other, and exemplify pro- 


miſcuouſly in Points of Faith or Diſcipline, as if they 


were upon the {ame Footing : W hereas, ro lay any 
Thing to the Purpoſe againſt that Church, they muſt 
prove preciſely that She diffets in ſome Article of 
Faith ot reveal'd Doctrine from the ancient Ortho- 


dox Church, All Martets of Diſcipline muſt there- 


fore be thrown out of the Queſtion ; and whatever 
Objection is made from that Head is bur Trifling z 
whether the Facts objected be true or falſe. 


ART. IX. 
| Popery as Ancient 4 Chriſtianity, 


"= Is morally impoſlible, that a conſiderable Rea 
volution should happen either in Church or 
State, without being ever taken Notice of by any 
Hiſtorian. writing in or about the Time, when it hap- 
pen'd. Nay the thing is contrary not only to Expe» 
rience, but the very immediate End of Hiſtory, 
which is to inſtruct Poſterity in the 1 
what has happen'd in former Ages; and, tho' Trane 
ſactions of the gteateſt Moment may be mangled 
and diſguiſed by Authors according as they are affec- 
ted, they can never be wholly overlook'd, or omit 
ted by them. „ BM - 
This is particularly true in Reference to any con- 
ſiderable Changes in Religion: ' Becauſe ſuch Changes 
being the conſtant Sources of extraordinary Events, 
by cauſing Diſturbances and many Times entite Re. 
volutions in-the State, can-never 


eſcape the Notice 
F of an Hiſtorian, And « Poeſots may ag ſoon make me 


78 Popery as Ancient as Chriſtianity. Arr. 9, Art 
believe the greateſt Contradiction in Nature, as that 
ſuch Changes may really happen, and not be men- War 
tion'd in any Hiſtory of that, State or Kingdom, in Nis 
which they happen'd. e 

What Hiſtorian has ever writ the Life of Queen 
Eli abeth, but made the Changes in Religion, and MW 
the Eſtablishment of the Reformation in England the NC 
principal Subject of his Hiſtory 2 The ſame may be N op 
ſaid of thoſe, who writ the Lives of the ficſt Chriſ- Wan 
tian Emperors, whoſe Hiſtories are all fi:l'd with 
ample Relations of the Hereſies, that ſtarted up in 
their Times, and the Diſturbances they occaſion'd 
both in Church and State; The Oppoſition they met 
with, The Princes that favour'd them, the Fathers 
| That writ againſt them, the Councils wherein they 
' were condemn'd, Cc. Nay I dare challenge any Pro- 
teſtant to name me one conſiderable Hereſy, I mean 
what both Papiſts and Proteſtants own to be a Hereſy, 


whereof there is not a particular Account in ſome 11 
"Hiſtory of Note. As, who was the firſt Author of it; ¶ ſe 
here and when it was firſt broach'd ; hat Progreſs Wt Y 
it made; hat Influence it had upon the Affairs of . 
Chriſtendom; M hat Bishops oppoſed it; What Books WM 1 
were writ againſt it; Mhat Councils call'd to condemn fi 
it; And other ſuch Particulars, as are a full Evidence r. 
For the Truth of the main Fact. 5 P 
Hence I infer 1/#, That an univerſal Silence of 1 
Hiſtorians in Relation to any conſiderable Change v 
zin Matters of Religion is a Proof amounting to a iſh 7 
moral Demonſtration, that there never happen d 1 
any ſuch Change, 21 45751 52 e I 
I infec 20, That to accuſe any Church of groſs 
Errors, whereof no particular Auchor or Beginning is | 
to be found in any authentick Record, is a meer ground. 
Teſs Charge, and cannot be maintain'd with any Co- 


our of Jultice ot Resu. 
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Art. 39. Popery 4s Ancient at Chriſtianty; 

Tis upon theſe Two Principles I shall ground my 
Argument to prove, that the Docttine call'd Popery 
is 48 Ancient 4s Chriſtianity: And I have endeavour'd. 
to ſer the whole Matter in as clear a Light as is poſ- 
ſible in the following Manner. = 3 

If the Doctrine call'd Popery be not as Ancient as 
Chriſtianity, then Proteſtancy, as far as it is directly 
oppoſite to it, muſt be the Religion, which Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles eſtablish'd in the World. I pre- 


ſume all Proteſtants will readily grant this. Nay tis 


what they principally contend for. Becauſe the moſt 
plauſible thing, they can ſay for themſelves is, that 
the whole Buſineſs of the Reformation was to recover 
Religion from the Corruptions introduced into it, and 
bring it back to its ancient Purity. 218161 
But ir follows hence, that there have been wa 
great Changes in the State of Chriſtian Religion, ſinca 
its firſt Eſtablishment by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, Tha 
iſt , from Proteſtancy to Popery (for Popery had full Poſ= . 
ſeſſion of the whole viſible Church for many Hundred 
Years before the Reformation.) The 2d, from Popery 
to Proteſtancy, which was effected by that Reformation: 
Theſe two Changes therefore muſt be clearly made out 
from the inconteſtable Evidence of Authentick Hiſto- 
ries and Records, For if it cannot be thus evidently; 
proved, that the firſt Change, viz. from Proteſtancy to 
Popery, happen'd as really and truly as the Second, 
viz, from Popery to Proteſtancy ; then it will follow, that 
Proteſtancy never had a Being before Popery ; the Con- 
{ſequence whereof will be, that Popery had its Begin- 
ning from the very Time of the Apoſtles, -. 
Now theſe two Changes, if they both really hap= 
pen d, may be call'd ar leaſt equally Great. Nay tha 
firſt, viz. from Proteſtancy to Popery , appears evidently | 
far more difficult that the Second; by Reaſon of 


{ome Doctrines in the Church of Rome , which, if rhey; 


{ - 


8 Popery as Ancient as Chriſtianity, Art, A 
were not taught by the Apoſtles, could never be in. iſ n 
troduced but with the greateſt Difficulty imaginable, 1 n 
Shall inſtance in a few, — 5 I 
1, It being a Principle of Proteſtancy as well as 
Popery, that Chriſt alone has the Power of inſtituting 
Sacraments, becauſe he alone can appoint proper In. 
ſtruments to convey his Grace to our Souls; If Pre. 
zeſtancy , which allows but of two Sacraments, was the 
Religion taught by the Apoſtles, and eftablish'd in 
the Infancy of the Church, I leave any Man of 
common ſenſe to Judge, whether five new ones never 


heard of in the Time of the Apoſtles, could have ſt 
been afterwards impoſed upon the Church, and ren. t. 
der'd an Article of her Faith without the greateſt tl 
Difficulty, and the moſt vigorous Oppoſition: ar MW © 
teaſt for ſome Time. Would not every good Pro- It 
reſtant Bishop have immediately ſtood in the Gap, b 
and cry d out againſt ſuch a- monſtrous Innovation? * 
Would they not have vrit againſt it and alledg d, WM 9 
that Chriſt had inſtituted but two Sacraments, that If 
the Apoſtles never had preach'd but two, that the ® 
Number preciſely of :wo and no more had been han- 
ded down to them by the immediate Succeflors of E 
the Apoſtles; and that therefore no humane Power Ml 
could make any Addition to it without Impiety and P 
Sacrilege? Finally, would they not have ſtigmariz'd Wl 4 
the firſt Authors of ſuch an Innovation, and cut Mf © 
them off from the Communion of the Church > Tis u 
certainly moſt rational to judge that the Bishops and R 
Paſtors then in Being, if they were of the Religion WM * 
which Proteſtants now profeſs, would have exerted Ml 2 
their urmoſt Zeal and Authority in a Caſe of that iſ © 
Importance, unleſs we ſuppoſe they were all laid Ml ” 
Aſtep with Opium, or doated, and knew nothing of IM * 
the Matter: For no Man hitherro has ever heard or 0 


made 


352d one Word of any Oppolition or Re 
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Art. 9. Popery as Ancient as Chriſtianity, 81 
made to the Coining of any one of the Five Sacra- 
ments, which are now denied by Proteſtants: or of any 
Diſturbance , that has ever happen'd in the Church 
about it. Very Strange! That ſuch a Change should 
either happen without Noiſe or Trouble; or, if there 
were Diſturbances about it, that no Hiſtorian should 
give us any Information of it! 

2y, I should be glad to Know, by what Secret 
Charm the Maß got Admittance into the univerſal 
Church; if it was neither inſtituted by Chriſt, nor 
introduced by the Practice of the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves. For if the Popish Doctrine relating to it, viz. 
that it is @ true Sacrifice, or, an external Oblation of 
the real Body and Blood of Chriſt under the Forms of Bread 
and Wine ordain d by Chriſt himſelf at his laſt Supper 
If this, I ſay, be falſe Doctrine, we cannot doubt 
but that the Apoſtles and their immediate Succeflors 
were wholly Strangers to it; and that by Conſe. 
quence none of the Primicive Bishops or Prieſts ever 
ſaid Maſs, as being all true Proteſtants in this as well 
as other Articles of Faith, x 

Here then lies the Streſs of the Difficulty, wiz, 
How all the Bishops and Prieſts in the World ha- 
ving been brought up, as we muſt ſuppoſe, in the 
Principles of the Proteſtant Religion, and by Conſe. 
quence in a total Ignorance both of the Doctrine 
and. Uſe of the Maß, should afterwards nor only 
unanimouſly agree to embrace this new Scheme of 
Religious W orship, but even to regard it as the 
moſt ſacred and ſolemn Part of the publick Devotion 
of the Church. What! Could alÞthis be done with. 
out Contradiction, Noiſe, or Trouble! Or, if there 
were Contentions, Schiſms, and Diſputes about it, 
as tis morally impoſſible but there muſt have been 
unleſs the whole thing be a Fiction, could Events of 
that Importance eſcape the Notice of of Hiſtorians ! 
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1 But 3ly, Sacramental Confeſſion has its peculiar Dif. 
ficulty.. For tis not a meer ſpeculative Point, but of 
= all practical Duties the moſt repugnant to human Na. 


f ture; and I dare ſay no Man would ever have Sub- 
j - mitred to it who was not firſt convinced, that he 
4 could not be Saved without it. But what encreaſes 


the Difficulty of introducing the Practice of it is, 
that no Dignity whether in Church or State ever 
exempted any Member of the Church of Rome from 
the Obligation of it. All Buhops, Kings, and Princes, 
nay Emperors and Popes themſelves have an equal 
Share in the Burden with the very meaneſt of the 
Laity. They muſt all fall proſtrare ar the Feer of 
their Confeſſors, diſcover their moſt hidden Sins, 
ſubmit them to their Cenſure, and perform the Pe- 
nance enjoin'd them. Ts F 
Nou, if this was not the Doctrine of the Apol- 
tles; if all the Popes and Bishops of the primitive 
Church were brought up in the Principles of the 


Feſſion be a Popish Error, and was, by Conſequence, 
unknown to Antiquity; then I cannot forbear as- 
king this Queſtion, which of the two is the moſt 
Surprizing, the Extravagancy of thoſe, who firſt took 
a Fancy to impoſe this heavy Yoke both on them- 
ſelves and others, or the Weakn:ſs of thoſe , who Sub- 
mitted to it ? For that it was effectually Submitted 
to is plain Matter of Fact. But, ſince the very At- 

tempt of inrroducing a Novelty (if it really was one) 
ſo burdenſom and odious, was no better than a mad and 
extravagant Undestaking, can any one imagine it 
mer not with very great Oppoſition in the Begin- 
ning, and put the whole Church into Diſorder and 
Confuſion? Is it not natural ro Suppoſe, that both 
the Laity and Clergy roſe up in Defence of the Chriſ- 
tian Liberty, their Fore fathers had enjoy d, and al- 


j 
* 


Reformation i finally if the Obligation of Auricular Con- 


Clergy. 
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ledg'd, that ſince all Chriſtians before them had been 
Saved without ſtooping to the Yoke of Confeſſion , they 
ſaw no Reaſon why they might not be Saved upon the 
ſame eaſy Terms? And would not all theſe Particu- 
lars (had they really happen'd) have been recorded 
in ſome Hiſtory of Note? Truly, whoever believes 
the contrary, is capable of ſwallowing any Impro- 


| bahility whatſoever, 


his therefore is an inconteſtable Truth, viz. that 
a Change from Proteſtancy to Popery in the Particulars 1 
have ſpecified, could not be effected without great 
Oppoſition, nor, by Conſequence , without occa- 
ſioning Troubles and Schiſms in the Church. For 
further Proof whereof let us ſuppoſe, that a Ser of _ 
Men should at preſent attempt to introduce the 
Number of Seven Sacraments, the Maſs, Auriculat 
Confeſſion, or any noted Branch of Popery into the 
Church of England; and I appeal to the Judgment of 


all Men in their Senſes, whether thoſe Religious 


Zealots would not meet with a very warm Oppo- 
ſition from all the Bishops, and the whole Englub 


We have an Inſtance of a fresh Date of their E- 
piſcopal Zeal for the Proteſtant Religion in the Reign 
of the King James the IId. who only endeavour'd to 
compel them to order his Proclamation for Liberty 
of Conſcience to be read in all Churches, But the 
World knows what Succeſs he met with, and the 
Hiſtory of the Seven golden Candleſtichs will never be 
forgot. Their Zeal threw the whole Nation into a 
Flame, and ¶ hitehall became ſoon after too warm for 


that unfortunate Prince. If therefore Proteſtancy was 


the Religion eſtablish'd by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
and profeſs'd in the Infancy of the Church, can we 
imagine the good primitive Brshops , who were ſo read 
to lay down their Lives for the * were ne 

| 2 
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full as Zealous againſt Popery as thoſe of the Church 
of England? Or that they were not ready to ſtand in 
the Gap, and oppoſe the Torrent with their utmoſt 
Strength, when they ſaw it flowing in upon the 
Church: | | 
But ſuch an Imagination being wholly ground. 
Jeſs, it follows that whar I have undertaken to prove 
is an undeniable Truth; vic. that the firſt ſuppoſed 
Change from Proteſtancy to Popery could not be effected 
with leſs Difficulty, than the Second from Popery 10 
Proteſtancy, Nay, to ſpeak naturally, the Difficulty 
to effect it, and by Conſequence the Oppoſition made 
to it, muſt have been much greater for the Reaſons 
I have given. Dr 
Now no Man of any Reading can be ſo ignorant 
as not to know with whar Difaculty and Oppoſition 
the Second Change call'd the Reformation was begun, 
carried on, and ar laſt effected. Innumerable Hiſ- 
rories are fill'd with ample Relations of the obſtinate 
and bloody Wars it occaſion'd in Germany, France, 
the Low. Countries, and other Kingdoms and States. 
They all tell us with what Vigor it was oppoſed by 
Leo the X. and the following Popes; by the Emperor 
Charles the V. Francis the 1. of France, and his Suc- 
ceſſors, and even by Heury the VIII. under whom 
great Numbers ſuffer'd in Smithfield for that Cauſe. 
Finally, the Hiſtory of the Council of Trent , in which 
it was condemn'd, is known by all Men of Learning. 
So that no Man can doubt of the Truth of a Fact fo 
| pParticulariꝭ d, and circumſtantiated in all Hiſtories writ 
. upon that Subject. 5 
| Here than I may juſtly demand of Proteſtants the 
ſame ſatisfactory Account of the firſt ſuppoſed Change 
from Proteſtancy to Popery. For ſince they were always 
equally oppoſite, and the ſame Cauſes produce na- 
Turally che ſame Effects, no rational Man will eves 
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be made to believe that a Change from Popery to Pro- 


teſtancy in a few Kingdoms only should occaſion ſuch 
a Number of remarkable Events, cauſe ſo man 


bloody Wars, ſuch Diſturbances in the Church, and 


Revolutions in the State; and that an entire Change 
from Proteſtancy to Popery should not be attended with 
any of the like Effects. 8 
I deſire therefore ſome tolerable Account of the 
particular Circumſtances of this Change. As, who 
were the principal Actors in it? In what Age it hap- 
pen'd? Whether it came in by Degrees, or all at once? 
If all at once, then we muſt either ſuppoſe, that the 
whole Chriſtian World went to Bed Proteſtants and 
roſe Papiſts the next Morning by unanimous Con- 
ſent; Or that a formidable Body of Papiſts, like Cad- 
mus's armd Men, roſe our of the Ground and in a 
trice cut the Throats of all true Prozeſtants in the 
World; Or finally, that Popery drop'd from the 
Clouds, and got full Poſſeſſion of the univerſal Church 
without being perceived by any Body, till the clear. 
ſighted Martin Luther made the happy Diſcovery. 
For truly I can think of no other Way to render it 
poſſible, that it should ger Admittance all at once, ot 
without Oppoſition Noiſe, or Trouble, 
This however being ſomevhat out of the Way, 
and proper only for machinary Exploits upon 1 
Theatre; I muſt rather ſuppoſe Proteſtants will ſay, 
it came in by Degrees, But then tis reaſonable my 


should give mea fatisfaftory Anſwer to a few Queſ- 


tions, and prove the Truth of the Facts from an- 


queſtionable Records, For if Popery came in by Degrees, 


it got Footing firſt in one Place then in another: 
As the Reformation did in Germany, Zwu7erland , and 

Geneva, before it croſs d the Seas to viſit England. 
So that we muſt ſuppoſe there were Proteſtane and 


Popuh Statss and Kingdoms for {ome Time in for- 


86 Popery as Ancient as Chriſtianity, Art. 9. 
mer Ages, as there have been ever fince the Refor. 
mation. I ask then, where it was that Popery made 
it's firſt Entrance? Vas it in the Eaſt or Weſt, South 
or North? W hat Kingdom , State or Nation abjured 
the Proteſtant Religion firſt 2 Who was the firſt Po- 
'  puh Bubop of Rome, Emperor, or King? What Pro- 
teſtant and Popish Kings were Contemporary? W har 
Wars happen'd in their ſeveral Reigns about Reli- 
gion? What Books were writ for and againſt Popery? 
What Proteſtant Councils were call'd to condemn it: 
And laſtly, by what Name were thoſe, who adhered 
to the Ancient Proteſtant Religion, diſtinguish'd from 
the other who embraced Popery? For I am ſenſible 
that | Proteſtants] and | Papiſts] are Names invented 
ſince the Reformation, And fince t'is highly impro- 
bable, that two ſuch different Communions or Re- 
ligions, as thoſe of the Reformation and the Church of 
Rome should be at any Time in the World without 
Names to diſtinguish them, becauſe even the moſt 
inconſiderable Sect never wanted a Name, I should 
be glad to know what their Names were in former 
Ages: viz, from the Time that Popery firſt got Foot ing 
in ſome particular State or Kingdom, till its full Eſ- 
tablishment in the Univerſal Viſible Church. 
could as K a great many more puz ling Queſti- 
ons. But I shall be ſatisfy'd, if Proreſtants can but 
anſwer the few I have put, and produce unqueſtio- 
nable Authority for Proof of their Anſwers: As Pa- 
piſts can do to prove every material Circumſtance of 
the Reformation; and as both Proteſtants and Papiſts 
can do in Reference to any conſiderable Hereſy , that 
ever was broach'd in the Church, But if they can 
give no tolerable Account of the foremention'd 
Parciculars, as I am ſure they muſt be conſcious to 
themſelves they cannot; If there never was an Hil- 


totian in the World, that writ the Hiſtory of the . 


* 
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wonderful Change from Proteſtancy to Popery under what- 
ever Names you pleaſe; as there are Hundreds who 
have writ the Hiſtory of the Reformation; then it is 
reaſonable to conclude that the ſuppoſed Change is 


a meer Fiction, and that any Grub. ſtreet Tale has 


full as good a Foundation. - WW | 
doubt not however but that by the Art of In- 


vention ſome ingenious Hypotheſis may be made; an 


imaginary Scheme may be form'd to shew the Meta- 


phyſical Poſſibility of a Thing that never has happen'd, 


nor ever will happen, But this Way will not do. L 
demand not the Invention of a fruitful Brain, but 


plain Facts and good Hiſtory to prove tbem. Nothing 


leſs will ſatisfy me, nor indeed any Man who is not 
fond of being deceiv'd. I deſire ro know the true 
Hiſtory of Popery : I mean not that Popery, which was 
eſtablish*d every where upon the Ruins of Paganiſm, 
whereof a very good Account is given by Catholick 
Writers, but of that Popery, which we ſuppoſe to be; 
the younger Siſter of Proteſtancy, I deſire to know when, 
and where this unfortunate Babe, ſo hated and per- 


ſecured by the beſt natured People in Europe, was 
Born, where She was Nurſed, who were her Parents and 


Maſters, What memorable Adventures She mer with, 
when She made her firſt Appearance. By what Trick ot 
Slight She got the Inheritance away from Proreſtancy , 


her ſuppoſed Elder Siſter , nay and maintain'd the full 


Poſſeſſion of it for many Hundred Years, In a Word, 


how She came to be Miſtreſs of the whole Chriſtian W orld. 
Theſe are the moſt material Points, for which I de- 
mand Authentick Hiſtory : And till I have ſome good 


Account of them, I shall continue with a very ſafe 


and eaſy Conſcience in my Belief, that the Religion, 
which now is call'd Popery, is as Ancient as Chriſtianity ,, 
and that it never had any other Beginning, than what 


Chriſt and his Apoſtles gave it. 
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A 
The ſa ame Argument continued, 


. 2 the Gentlemen of the Reformation may 
find it too hard a Task to inform us how Po- 
pery in general got into the Church, they may per- 
haps be able to give us a better Account of . 
particular Branches of it. I shall therefore, to old 
being tedious, chooſe only one of the three, I have 
already ſpoken of: I mean, the Maſs: W bich being 
the moſt ſolemn W orship both of the Greeb and 
Latin Church , could nor _ ly teal into the World 
withour being perceived, if it had not its Beginning 
from Chriſt and his 4 poſtles. I muſt likewiſe obſerve, 
that the Maß is in the Opinion of moſt Proteſtants 
the very ranbeſt Part of Popery, and the moſt hated 
by them, witneſs the ſanguinary Laws made againſt 
it in Queen EliZabeth's Time, And therefore if aue 
teſtancy was eſtablish'd in the World before Popery, 1 
leave any Man of Senſe ro Judge, whether the Maſe 
could ger Admittance without the greateſt Difficulty 
and Reſiſtance imaginable, 
However I shall give one remarkable poſitive 
Proof of it's Antiquity: And I make Choice of it, 
becauſe every Engliahman, who has but read the 
Chronicles, will ealily apprehend the Force of it, En- 
gland was converted from Saxon Paganiſm to Chriſ- 
2 * towards the End of the ſixth Century: That 
about Five Hundred Vears before the Norman 
Cluuſt, and about Nine Hnndred Years before the 
Reformation, The Perſons who converted it, were 
ſent from Rome by Pope Gregory the Great; and we 
may be ſure preach'd, and eſtablish'd the Religion 


of 6 Place from whence they came; which at that 
Time 


Art. 10. Popery as Ancient as Chriſtianity, $9 
Time flourish'd in all Parts of the Chriſtian World. 
The Religion, they brought over with them, con- 
tinued in England without any Alreration from its 
firſt Eftabluhment till the pretended Reformation: As the 
Book of Homilies plainly owns in telling us, that be- 
fore the Reformation whole Chriſtendom had been drown'd 
in abominable Idolatry for the Space of Eight Hundred 
Tears, and more For I preſume England was a Part 
of the Chriſtendom it ſpeaks of. 

Hence it follows fit, that as Popery was the Rea 
ligion of England in the Beginning of the Reforma. 
tion, ſo it was that very Religion to which it was 
converted nine hundred Years before by St Auſtin 
and his Fellow-miſſioners, 

It follows 2406, that the Maſs and Chriſtianity came 
together into England, Becauſe, as I have already 
obſerved it cannot be doubred but that they who 
brought their Religion from Rome, and received all 
their Directions from thence, as St Auſtin and his 
Fellow-Labourers did even in Things of much leſter 
Moment, ( Witneſs holy Bede's Hiſtory of England) 
it cannot be doubred, I ſay, but they eſtablish'd the 
ſame Form of W orship in England, as was practis'd 
at Rome, 

Now that Maß was at that Time ſaid at Rome is 
manifeſt from St Greg. 8. Hom. upon the Goſpels, 
where we find theſe remarkable Words. Quia lar. 
giente Domino Miſſarum Solemnia ter hodie celebraturi 
ſumus , loqui diu de Evangelica Lectione non poſſumus. 
That is, Since God willing I shall ſay Maſs thrice 10 


3 Day, I cannot be very long in my Diſcourſe upon the Goſe 


pel. This was ſpoken by St Gregory on Chriſtmas-aay 
which is the only Day in the whole Year, on which 
every Roman Catholick Prieſt ſays Maſs thrice. And tis 
an unanſwerable Proof, that the Maſt was ſo well el. 
tablish'd in the Church of Rome at the _ when En. 
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land was converted, that even the Cuſtom of ſaying 


bree Maſſes on Chriſtmas- day, which is but a Point of 


Diſcipline, was then obſerved in that Church. 

But it follows 34ly, that at the time when England 
was converted, the Maſs was the publick Worship 
of the whole Chriſtian Church. Becauſe we read no 
where, that there was any Schiſm or Diſagreement 
about that Article in Pope Gregory's Time. | 
Here then we have a clear and intelligible Ac 
count, that the Maſs was eſtablish'd in the whole 
Chriſtian Church Nine Hundred Years before the 
Reformation; and ſo well eſtablish'd, that no Man 
can with any Colour or Probability of Reaſon pre- 
tend it was then a new Thing: And if any one should 
pretend it, I can produce unqueſtionable Authority 


- 


to diſprove him, | 


The moſt Ancient of the Fathers have left us an 
Account of the manner of celebrating Maſs in their 
Times. As St Juſtinus Martyr Apol. 2; The Author 
of rhe Apoſtolick Conftitutions, L. 2. C. 57. and 


. 5. & ſeqq. St Cyril of Jeruſalem Carech, Fo 
 Myſtag. I add, that the Greek Liturgies, which are 


uſed to this Day, are generally believed ro have 
been compoſed by St Baſil and St Chryſoſtom, whole 


Name they bear. Nay the very Word Miſſa or 
Maß was uſed above 1300. Years ago. Witneſs firſt 


St Ambroſe , who writes thus. I continued the Office, 
I began to sav Mass. L. 2. Ep. 14. and 2dly St Leo, 
whoſe Words are remarkable. hen the Multitude 
( lays he) i ſo great, that the Church cannot hold them 
all, let there be no Difficulty made to offer the Sacrifice 
oftner than once. For (ome Part of the People muſt f 


Neceſſity be deprived of their Devotions , if following the 


Cuſtom of $avinc Mass but once, none can offer the 
Sacrifice but they who come early in the Morning. Epiſt. 
21. olim 81, ad Dioſcorum. Here then an impartial 


; 
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fer d to God the Creator upon the Jltar. 
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Reader of Antiquity will find the whole Church ar 


Maß in the 4th and 5th Century, and a Cloud of 


venerable Witneſſes to atteſt it. : 
But I shall in a few Words trace it even to the 
34 and 24 Century; and that, with the help of four 
Subſtantial Proteſtant Witneſſes; I mean the four 
HMagdeburgians or Centuriators, who very honeſtly 
own the Fact in cenſuring Sr Ignatius the Diſciple 
of St John, the holy Martyr Irenaus, St Cyprian, St 
Martial and Tertullian for teaching the Doctrine of 
the Maſs; the Subſtance or Eſſence whereof conſiſts 
preciſely in being an unbloody Sacrifice offer d to God 
by the Prieſts of the new Law upon an Altar: Or what 
amounts to the ſame, An external Oblation of the Body 
and Blood of Chriſt under the Forms of Bread and Wine, 
For as to the Ceremonies, they belong only to the 


Decency or Solemnity ; but are no Part of the Subſtance 


of the Maß. And therefore, as they were 8 
introduced in the Primitive Ages; ſo, if the Church 
thought fitting, She might even now make altera- 
tions in em. , 6M | 
This being premiſed, ler us ſee what the Centu- 


riators have blamed in the foremention'd Fathers of 


the 24 and zd Age. St Ignatius is cenſured by them 
for uſing theſe Words, offerre & immolare Sacrifi- 


cium, Epiſt, ad Smirn, to immolate or offer Sacrifice. St 


Irenæus for ſaying , that Chriſt had taught a new Obla- 
tion in the New Teſtament , which the Church receiving 
from the Apoltles does offer throughout the whole World, 
Iren. L. 4. C. 32. St Cyprian is accuſed of Superſti- 
tion for ſaying, that the Prieſt is Chriſt's Repreſenta- 


tive, and offers Sacrifice to God the Father, Cyp. L. 2. 
C. 3. They reprehend Tertullian for uſing the Words 


Sacrificium offerre, to offer Sacrifice , L. de cena Do- 


mini. And St Martial for ſaying , that Sacrifice is ofe 
M2 
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Here is a plain Confeſſion of four Proteſtant W ri. 
ters, that Maß was ſaid in the 24 and zd Century, 
and five eminent Fathers of thoſe Ages are quoted 
for it. St Ignatius had received his Doctrine from St 
John himſelf, and been Eye witneſs of his Actions; 
and the reſt lived fo near the Time of the Apoſtles, 
that I dare preſume ro ſay, they were ſomewh 
better acquainted with what they had taught and 
ractiſed than the pretended Reformers, who ap- 
pear'd in the World ſome Twelve or Thirteen Hun- 


dred Years after. Vet then it was, that this auguſt 


and venerable Sacrifice, which the Prophet Malachy 
had foretold, Should be offer d up to God from Eaſt to 
Weſt, Mal. 1. V. 11. Which for near Fifteen Hun- 
dred Years together had: been the Relief of departed 
Souls, the Conſolation of the Juſt and Sanctuary of 
Sinners, was by the Impiety of a few Miſcreants 
render'd the Object of Hatred and Contempt, and 
banish'd our of the Church, as far as in them lay. 
However this be, I am ſenſible J have prov'd 
more than I needed: Becauſe my only BuGneſ, is to 
put Proteſtants to their Proof concerning the begin- 
ning of the Maß. I am but the Defendant, they are 


the Plaintiffs. They are therefore bound to make 


good their Charge, and shew that the Maß is a Po- 
puh Invention, and has no Foundation in the Doc- 


trine of Chriſt and his Apoſtles; that the primitive 


Chriſtians knew nothing of it, and that, by Conſe- 
quence, it had its Beginning in ſome diſtant Age 
from the Time of the Apoſtle. . 
l 1 have already given my Reaſon to shew the mo- 
ral Impoſſibility of introducing it without the grea- 
teſt Oppoſition, Noiſe, and Trouble, in Caſe the 
12 Church was wholly a Stranger to it. I 
have alſo made it evident, that Changes, Conteſts, 


and Troubles can rever happen in Church ot State 


L 


1 bs X by 
+ Ru 


Re rw w we 


SS &X 1 


ro > Fry fo. 1 


* WS UD TT WoW bows 


2 . * 


Art. io. Popery 41 Ancient as Chriſtianiß. 93 


without being recorded in ſome Hiſtory of the 
Times, in which they - happen'd. If therefore the 
Maſs be without Foundation in the Doctrine of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, if the uſe of it was unknown 
in the Primitive Church, I delice any Proteſtant for 
the Credit and Reputation of his Cauſe, and the 
Satisfaction of tender Conſciences, to let us know 
the Names of the Vriters, who lived about the 
Time, when the Maſs was firſt brought into the 
Church, and have writ the Hiſtory of it. For pre- 
ſume ir is from them we shall certainly Learn, who. 
were the firſt Inventors, or Promoters of it. How, where, 
and when ſuch an extraordinary Novelty was firſt 
brought into Credit. And ſurely , they will not con- 
ceal from us one very remarkable Particular, viz. 
W ho was the firſt Maſſing Pope, Bichop or Prieſt; T ex- 
pect we shall alſo be inform'd what Reſiſtance it met 
with; who were the zealous Proteſtant Bishops that op- 


pos d it. W hat Diſturbances it raiſed , in what Councils 


it was condemn'd,, and with what Reluctance the People 
were at firſt brought to be preſent at it. | 

Theſe ſurely and other ſuch remarkable Facts will 
be the Subject of che Hiſtories writ in or about the 


Time, in which they happen d. But if no Account 


of them appears in any Ancient or creditable Hiſ- 
tory, I muſt repeat whar I have already laid down 


as a Principle, viz, That ſuch a Silence in a Matter 


of the greateſt Importance is a Proof amounting to 
a moral Demonſtration, thar they never happen'd 


at all; that the pretended Change from a total De- 


nial or Ignorance of the Maſs to an entire Eſtablish- 
ment of it, is altogether Fictitious; and that by 
Conſequence the Maſs had its Beginning from the 
Inſtitution of Chriſt, and the Doctrine and Practice 


of the Apoſtles, according to St Auſtin's judgment, 


who vriting againſt the Donarifts gives this for a 
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Rule; That when any Doctrine is found generally received 


in the viſible Church, in any Age whatſoever , whereof 


there is no certain Author or Beginning to be found; then 
it ts ſure, that uch a Dadtrine came down from Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, L. 4. de Bap. C. 6. 24. as alſo L. de 
Unit. Eccl. C. 9. 1 ob 
If any one pretends, that the Maſs crept in by 
inſenſible Degrees, and ſo made no Noiſe or Diſtur. 


bance to be taken Notice of by any Hiſtorian ; the 
Anſwer is ſo very weak, that I am almoſt asham'd 


to confute ir ſeriouſly. For 1ſt, the thing is with. 
out Example, and I defy Proteſtants to produce one 
ſingle Inſtance of the like Nature in any conſide- 
table Hereſy own'd as ſuch by both Sides. For let 
them Name what Hereſy they pleaſe, as that of the 
Arians, Neſtorians, Eutychians, Monothelits, Pelagi- 
-ans, Donatiſts, Novatians , &c. they all cauſed great 
Diſturbances in the Church; Hiſtories of them have 
been writ, and we can shew , how, where, and when 
they began; what Progreſs they made, what Fate they 
met with, and other Particulars: And to pretend that 
Popery alone, ſuppoſing it to be a Compound of groſs 
Errors, or any Branch of it, but particularly rhe 
Maß should ſteal into the Church like a Thief in the 
Night, without being perceiv'd or oppos'd by any 
Body, is as meer a W him as ever was hatch'd in a 
diſtracted Brain. | 

But, 24ly, the thing will appear to be altogether 
impracticable, if we conſider how watchful the 


Church has always been in diſcovering any Hereſy, 


and how vigorous in oppoſing the Growth of it. So 
that many have been ſuppreſs'd at their "_y Ap- 


pearance, as Qweriſm was towards the End of the laſt. 
Century, And 'tis an undeniable Truth, that the 


Church has exerted herſelf with the ſame Watch- 
fulneſs aud Vigour in all Ages, without the leak. 
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Regard to the ae or Character of the Perſons, 
who by miſtake or otherwiſe endeavour d to corrupt 
the Purity of the Chriſtian Faich, Wk 

Thus, tho' Tertullian and Origen were two great 
Pillars of the Church in their Time, and their Or- 
thodox Mritings are juſtly valued by all Men of 
Learning, yet the Church was watchful enough to 
diſcover the Tares, that grew up amongſt the ¶ heat ; 
and the Reputation neither of their Wit nor Lear- 
ning could ſave their Errors from being condemn'd. 
The ſame may be ſaid of ſome Errors held by Lac- 
tantius, Arnobius, Caſſianus, and others, which could 
not eſcape the watchful Eye of the Church, and 
were accordingly cenſured by her. Nay what is moſt 
remarkable, the Error of the holy Bishop and Mar- 
tyr St Cyprian, who was a Man of an extraordinary- 
Character, was very warmly oppoſed and underwent 
the ſame Fate. So true it is, that the Church has 
always been extremely Jealous of the Purity of her 
Faith, watchful in detecting the leaſt Error againſt 
it, and inflexible in doing Juſtice upon it. And is it 
then poſſible that a thing ſo odious to Proteſtants as the 


AMaſe, should either creep into the Church without 


being perceived; or if perceived, should not be im- 


mediately oppoſed and condemn'd ! Is it probable. 


that the groſs Errors of Popery should be the only Cri- 
minals that eſcaped the Hands of Juſtice ! But the 
thing is ſo very groſs in itſelf, ſo contradictory to 
Experience, and inconſiſtent with Reaſon, that ir 
confutes itſelf. I shall add two short Remarks of no 
{mall Importance. „% OS 

I obſerve 1, That if the Reform'd Religion had An- 
tiquity of its fide, Martin Luther the firſt and prin= 


cipal Reformer, who neither wanted Wit nor Lear- 


ning, would not have overlook'd or {lighted an Ad- 
vantage of that Importance; becauſe the Ancien 
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| Religion is certainly the true one. And therefore ſince 
it is an undeniable Fact, that this capital Reformer 
inſtead of appealing to the Ancient Fathers, treated 
them as profeſs'd Enemies, nay declared in expreſs 
Terms, | contra Reg. Ang. Tom. 2. Fol. 347.] that 
Fathers, Councils, and the Practice of Ages was againſt 
him, it follows that the Doctrine of the Reforma. 
tion can lay no Claim to Antiquity, but has the in- 
famous Mark of Novelty ſtampt upon it. $27 38. 
I obſerve 2h. That tho' I have named ſeveral of 
the Ancient Fathers, who were cenſured for parti. 
cular Errors, I have never heard of any Father or 
Doctor of the Church in all Antiquity , who ever 
was cenſured for any Popish Error; I mean, for an 
of thoſe pretended Errors, which Proteſtants call Po- 
As, the aſs, Purgatory , Invocation of Saints, &c. 
W hich however are clearly found in their W ri. 
Tings. This is à Demonſtration, that the Ancient 
Church did not look upon them as Errors, but as 
Orthodox Doctrine. For had they been look'd upon 
as Errors, they could not have eſcaped the Cenſure 
of the Church. As for Inſtance, the Doctrine of the 
Maß would have been no lefs cenſured in St Cy. 
prian, than his reaching the Rebaprization of Perſons 
bapti7'd by Hereticks: And ſince the one was really 
condemn d and not the other, tis an unanſwerable 
Proof, that the Maß was held to be the Doctrine of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles. f 
I shall conclude with ſumming up the principal 
Heads of the Argument I have handled, in this and 
the preceding Article, that the Reader may have a 
clear View of them at once, LY 
If Proteſtancy as oppolite to Popery be the true Re- 
ligion, then it is that Religion which was taught by 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles ; and by Conſequence Proteſ- 
| Parcy had abeing before Popery. It ſo, then it * | 


TE 000 0  '- SC ww 


oY. od 


Art. 10. Popery a Ancient as Chriſtianity, 97. 


(os 


that there happen'd in ſome Age or other an entire 
Change from Proteſtancy to Popery , which was in Pof.- 
ſeſſion of che whole Church for many Hundred 
Years. But it is morally impoſſible, that ſuch a 
Change should happen without Oppoſition , nay 


without cauſing great Diſturbances both in Church 


and State; and it is without Example, that ſuch con- 


ſidetable Events should neither be recorded in an 


Hiſtories writ about the Time when they happen'd, 
nor tranſmitted to Poſterity by W riters of the fol- 


lowing Age; therefore if Proteſtants cannot produce 


any {ſuch Hiſtory, as tis certain they cannot, the 

pretended Change from Proteſtancy to Popery is wholly 
roundleſs; and by Conſequence the Religion of the 

Church of Rome is as Ancient as Chriſtianity ; and her 


Enemies are guilty of as many Calumnies, as they 
: lay Errors to her Charge. | N 


2 
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r. XI. 
Objections Anſ ver. | 


Ohjed. i. He whole Argument of the two pre- 


Wn 1 ceding Articles amounts to no more, + 
than a meer Negative Proof; and therefore is not con- 
cluſive. 7 | ks 


I Anſwer, Thar ſome Negative Arguments are as : 
ſtrong as any politive Demonſtrations ; tho there 


be others that are frivolous and childish, As for In. 
ſtance; Tis as ſtrong a Proof as any poſitive De- 


monſtration, that Great Britain never was conquer'd 


by the Turks, becauſe no Hiſtory has ever made 
mention of it: And a Man, that should refuſe ro 
yield ro ſuch a Proof becauſe it is but a Negative _ 
one, would juſtly deſerve to be cudgel'd into better 


Reaſon, But if any one should ſeriouſly maintain, 
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that neither Wiltiam the Conqueror nor Henry the 
VIII. ever car Black Paddings, becauſe the gat is 
not recorded in any Hiſtory, I believe he would 
not get the Reputation of a profound Wir by it. 
Now theſe two Specimens may in ſome Meaſure di- 
rect us to diſtinguich a good Negative Argument 


from a bad one: And I dare confidently ſay, thar 


the univerſal Silence of Hiſtorians proves my Point 
as effectually, as that Great Britain never was con- 
quer'd by hs Turks. 
Obj. 2. Praying in an unknown Tongue, Fubily, and als 
Celibacy of Prieſts were not N in the Ancient 
Wach. 
Anf. Tho' all this were true, the Objection is im- 
pertinent; becauſe no Article of Falch is concern d 
in it. | 
This and the four "POIs ObjeQions are taken 
our of a little Anonymous Book entitled, Friendly 
and Seaſonable Advice to the Roman Catholicks of Eng- 
land, But tho' the. Book be little in Bulk, it con- 
tains the largeſt Collection of barefaced Lies and 
Calumnies, that ever were crowded together under 
one Cover. The Author, whoever he be, has per- 
| haps already accounted for it before the great Tri- 
bunal; for it was writ full Thirty Years ago. But if 
he be "Rill alive, I cannot do leſs than return the 
Favour of his friendly and ſeaſonable Advice , by advi- 
ſing him to repent whilſt it is yer Time, and attone 
for the Wrong he has done to Truth. 

/. 3. The V/e of Images, ſays this Author, can 
be derived no higher {as to irs being en chan the 
f 24 Council of Nice, Anno 787. 

Anſ. The Conſubſtantiality of the Son can be deriv'd 
no higher (as to its being decreed) than the firſt Cuuncil 

"of Nice, An. 325. And is this a good Proof, that it was 
not the Faith of — Church in the three ed Centuries 
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However, with the Adviſers good Leave, even 
the actual Us of Images was introduced into the 
Church long before the Lawfulneſ of it was defined 
in the 24 Nicene Council. For how could it otherwiſe 
have occaſion'd the Hereſy of the Iconoclaſts or Image 
breakers, which was condemn'd in that Council? 
Tho'in Reality tis nothing to the Purpoſe to know, 
when the actual Uſe of them firſt became the pub- 
lick Practice: For 'tis certain the Church never ob- 
lig'd the Faithful to it as a Thing eſſential ro Chriſ- 
tianity. On the contrary, tis a Point of Diſcipline 
only, which was not univerſally practis'd till /dolarry 
was utterly extinguish'd in Chriſtendom, But ſince that 
Time the Church had Reaſon to declare, That the 
Images of Chriſt- and his Saints are to be retained - And 
that a due Honour , and Veneration is to be given them, 
Conc. Trid. Seſſ. 25. Nor do I ſee, how any thing 


of Moment can be objected againſt it. But to a thin- 


king Spe ctator it cannot but appear ſomewhar odd, 
that the Church of England should admit the Pictures 
of Moſes and Aaron into her Churches, and banish 
thoſe of Jeſus. Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
Obj. 4. The Adminiſtring the Sacrament in one kind 
(ſays the friendly Adviſer, pag. 15.) is no older than 


the Council of Conſtance, 


Anſ. If he means, that the Church's Faith before 
that Council was, that Adminiſtring the Sacrament in 
one kind is contrary to Chriſt's Inſtitution, (as he muſt 
mean, if he pretends to ſpeak to the Purpoſe) his 
Aſſertion is flatly falſe, But if his meaning be, that 
the Council of Conſtance order'd , that the Sacrament 
should from that Time forward be adminiſter'd to the 
Laity in one Kind only; tho' the Fact be rrue, the 


Objection is foreign to the Matter under Debate, if 


it be made evident, that receiving under one or 
Kinds i a Point of Diſcipline only. 


bub | 


12 


100 Pepery as Ancient as Chriſtianity, Art, 11; 
Now, that it has always been regarded by the 
Church as ſuch, is an undeniable Truth; becauſe it 
is without Diſpute, that in the Primitive Ages the 
Sacrament was received ſometimes in both binds, 
ſometimes in one. I shall not need to prove the for- 
mer; and there are three undeniable Inſtances of the 
latter from the Practice of the primitive Church. 
1, in the Communion of Infants, who were allow'd 
to drink of the Cup without receiving the conſe- 
crated Hoſt; Cyp. L. de lapſis. 2ly , In Domeſtick Com- 
munions: The Faithful being permitted by Reaſon of 
the Perſecutions in the ſecond and third Age to car- 
ry conſecrated Hoſts to their own Houſes for pri- 
vate Communions in one kind only, Tert. L. 2. ad 
Uxorem. C. 5. S. Cyp. L. de lapſis. And zy, in the 
Manner frequently uſed of adminiſtring the Sacra- 
ment to the Sick, Euſeb. Lib. 6. Hiſt. C. 44. page 
246. 5 | | 
Al which are unanſwerable Proofs, that the Man- 
ner of receiving the Communion either in one or 
both Kinds was regarded by the primitive Church as a 
Point of Diſcipline only; and therefore changeable 
according as the Nature or Exigency of Circum- 
ſtances should require, And it cannot be queſtion'd 
bur rhe primitive Church underſtood the Meaning of 
_ Chriſt's Precept and Inſtirution ſomewhat better than 
our late Reformers ; and would never have allow'd 
of a Communion under ane Kind only upon any Exi- 
gency whatſoever, if they had look'd upon it-as a 
 Aangling of the Sacrament, or a Violation of Chrijt's 
Ordinance. | 
And therefore what the friendly Adviſer lays , pag. 
10. that the taking away the Cup from the Laity &s 
Contrary to our Saviour s Inſtitution, is more than he 
ran make out. But what he adds, viz, That the very 
Council of Conſtance, which firft enjoin d Communion in 
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one kind confeſſes, that it is contrary to our Saviour s In. 


ſtitution, is a Calumny not to be match'd but by many 


others of his own Forging in the ſame Book. For tis 
in Effect to call that Council an Aſſembly either of 
Atheiſts or of Fools and Madmen. For who but Atheiſts 


or Madmen are capable of making a Decree like 


this, viz, Notwithſtanding that Chriſt has commanded 


4 l Men to receive the Sacrament in both Kinds, it shall 


be given in one Kind only to the People. Surely a Man 


muſt renounce his Reaſon to judge, that an Aſſem- 


bly of Chriſtian Bishops and Paſtors in their Senſes 
Should make ſuch a mad and impious Decree-in the 
Face of the whole World. 6 

As to the Council's on obſtante, &c, Which is 


mage the Pretence for this Calumny, the obvious 
and genuine Meaning of it is this; viz. Norwithſtan- 


ding that our Saviour inſtituted the Sacrament in both 
Kinds, all are not commanded nor bound to receive it in 
both Kinds, But why then were both 'Kinds conſe- 


crated by Chriſt 2 I anſwer that both might be offer 4 


up in Sacrifice, and be a perfect Repreſentation of 
his Death by the myſtical Separation of dis Body and 
Blood, But ſince neither Laymen nor Women are 
Prieſts, as they have no Power to conſecrate, fo 
they are not within the Command of receiving both 
Kinds, 85 SY 
Obj. 5. The Doctrine of Purgatory ( ſays the friend- 
ly Adviſer , pag. 12.) was firſt built upon the Credit 
of thoſe fabulous Dialogues attributed to Gregory 
the firſt. 15 = 3 
Anſ. This is very Strange. For, according to tlie 


beſt of my skill in Chronology, St Auſtin lived 
about Two Hundred Years before St Gregory: St 
Cyril of Jeruſalem is more Ancient than St Auſtin; 
and Tertullian than both. Yer theſe and many more 


ol the ſame Antiquity teach the Doctrine of Purges = 
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y as fully and clearly, as the Council of Trent. 
Ler us hear Mr Thorndike an eminent Proteſtant Di- 
vine. The Practice (lays he) of the Church in interce- 
ding for them | the Dead] at the Celebration of the Eu- 
chariſt is ſo General and ſo Ancient, that it cannot be © 
thought to have come in upon Impoſture, but that the 

fame Aſperſion will ſeem to take hold of the common Chriſ 
tianity. Thorndike Juſt Weights and Meaſures , C. 16. 
pag. 106. This is ſomewhat more Charitable and 
Mannerly, than what the friendly Adviſer tells us, 
pag 36. That the Doctrine of Purgatory has been decreed 
by the Church of Rome only to oblige People to give libe, 
rally for themſelves or their deceas'd Friends to thoſe , wha 
fell their Prayers ſa commonly, that they occafion'd that 
Proverb No Penny No Pater noſter. What wonderful 
Exploit will not ſuch Logick as this perform againſt 
Fopery! But if receiving a neceſſary ſubſiſtance for 
the Service of the Altar or Performance of any 
prieſtly Functions be a Selling of Prayers, how will 
the Miniſters of all the reform'd Churches eſcape 
this Cenſure, fince none amongſt them have yet 
ſet us the Example of either Baptixing, Marrying , 
or Burying without Pocketing their Fees > Nay I 


fear that even Tithes, and all ecclefiaſtical Benefices 


will come within the Lash of 20 Penny no Pater noſter. 
Obj.6. The Adviſer is likewiſe pleaſed to acquaint 
us pag. 14. that Auricular Confeſſton to a Prieſt was 
never impoſed as neceſſary till the Lateran Council, 
Anno 1215. Can. 21. 4 ag | 
Anſ. I muſt here return upon him with my for- 
mer Argument, viz. That no Man of common Senſe - 
will believe him, unleſs he can produce ſome Hiſtory 
of the 13th Century giving an Account of the Oppo- 
fetion which this new adious Article met with, and the 
 Diflurbances it occaſton'd in the Church. For it is as 


incredible, that a nc Doctrine fo hateful and repug- 
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nant to human Nature as that of Auricular Confeſſim, 
after its having been believed unneceſſary to Salvation 
for near Twelve Hundred Years, should be impoſed 
upon the Church as neceſſary, and ſubmitted to with, 
out Oppoſition, Noiſe , or Trouble; This I ſay, is as 
incredible as the moſt fabulous Romance, that ever 
was invented, Since therefore the Canon of the La- 


teran Council relating to the Point in Queſtion , was 
effectually received by the univerſal Church wirhout 


any manner of Oppoſition or Trouble, tis a Demonſtra- 
tion, that it defined nothing but what was confor- 
mable ro the Ancient Faith of the Church, nor im- 
ee, that as a neceſſary Duty, which had been be- 
lieved unneceſſary before, ' 1 
The naked Truth of the whole Matter is this. 
The Obligation or Neceſſity of Auricular Confeſſion 
had always been the Faith of the Church. Bur there 


was a great Neglect in the Practice of it among 


Chriſtians; ſome delaying it from Year ro Year, 
and others purting ir off ro their very laſt Sickneſs, 
To put a ſtop to this Evil the Lateran Council fix'd 
the Time; and by its 21ſt Canon obliges all the 


Faithful to confeſs once a Tear, and receive the Sacra. 


ment at Eaſter, And let any one judge whether this 


be impoſing a new Article of Faith, as the Adviſer 8 
tells us. But tis his Method to charge through Thick 


and Thin; and calumniate boldly in Hopes that at 
leaſt ſome Part of the Dirt he throws at us may 
tienen 5 £4: | Ni; FEST. 

O j. 7. No Man will at leaſt deny, that the Ar, 
ticle of Tyanſubſtantiation was firſt coin'd in the La. 
teran Council. 1 „ +; 2 
Anſ. I shall make bold both to deny ir and prove 


it ro be falſe. The friendly Adviſer pag. 15, calls Tram. 


ſubſtantiation the diſcriminating Doctrine of our Church; 
yet at the ſame” Time has the Confidence to tell as, 
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that our own Doctors acknowledge that it Va not 
held by the Fathers. For which he quotes Valemia. 
2dly, That our Schoolmen confeſs that Tranſubſtan. 
tiation is not Ancient : For which Suare7 is quoted. 
And zy, that Scotus and Durandus plainly deny it. 
Tis very ſtrange, that four ſuch Eminent Divines 
and noted Papiſts should betray their own Church in 
a diſcriminating Point of Doctrine. But falſe Quotations 
make as fine a shew in the Margin as true ones: And 
ignorant People, for whom alone the friendly Adviſer 
has calculated his Treatiſe, will look upon him as a 
Scholar of the firſt Magnitude, and eaſily miſtake 
bold Forgeries, for deep Learning. 
But to give a direct Anſwer to this Objection; 
the Lateran Council decreed nothing but the Ancient 
Faith of the Church. For there is a large Difference 
between Coining Words, and Coining Articles of Faith. 
All Men of Learning know, that the Word Con- 
ſubſtantial was firſt made Uſe of in the great Council 
of Nice to expreſs the Divinity of Chriſt againſt the 
Ariane. Was this then Coining a new Article of Faith? 
No. Twas only Coining a new Word to expreſs the 
Ancient Faith, and diſtinguish Catholichs from Arians. 
In like Manner therefore the Word Tranſubſtantia- 
tion was firſt uſed in the 4th Lateran Council to expreſs 
the Ancient Faith in Relation to the Myſtery of the 
holy Euchariſt, as appears from the W ritivgs of the 
Ancient Fathers. TTV 
The Word Tranſubſtantiation ſignifies a Change of 
one Subſtance into another; and in Relation to the Eu- 
chariſt it ſignifies a Change of the Bread into the Body. 
and of the Wine into the Blood of our Saviour Chriſt made 
by the Words of Conſecration. Now let us ſee whether 
the Ancient Fathers have not very plainly. taught 
Saint Cyril of Jeruſalem in Catech. 4. myſt. Since 
| | | therefore 
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Arr. 11. Popery as Anciem as Chriſtianity, to 05 : 
| therefore Chriſt himſelf do's thus affitm, and ſay 60 
of the Bread this is my Body, who from b „„ 
ward dares be ſo bold as to n of it? And ſince 
the ſame do's allure us and ſay his 16 my Blood, 
who I ſay can doubt of it and ſay it is not his 
Blood ? In Cana of Galile he once with his ſole 
Will turn'd Mater into Wine, which much re. 
ſembles Blood. And do's he not deſerve to be cre- 
dited that he changed Hine into Blood? c 

St Greg, Nyſſen. in Orat. Catec. C. 37. » I do « 
therefore now rightly believe, that the Bread Sanc- 2 
rified by the . ord of God is changed into the Body of & 
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God the Word, ---- And here likewiſe the Bread, 4 | 


as the Apoſtle ſays, is Sanctified by the Word « 

of God and Prayer. Not ſo, that by being eaten « 
it becomes the Body of the Word, but becauſe 
it 1 ſuddenly changed into bis Body by this Word cc 
this is my Body And this is effected by the « 
Virtue of Benediction; by which the Nature of 4 


thoſe Things which appear is tranſelement ed into & | 


it. cc | 
St Chriſaſt. Mom: 83. in Matth. 1 The Things 46 
we propole are not done by human Power: He « 
that wrought theſe Things at his laſt Supper is the « 
Author of what is done here, We hold but the. & 
Place of Miniſters, but he that Santtifies and Changes « 
them is Chriſt dimfelt, 5 

Saint Ambroſe, de his qui Myſteriis initiantur. C. 9. 2 
If Chriſt by his Words was able to make ſome- 0 
thing of nothing, shall he not be thought able to 0 
Change one Thing into another ? « 

St ferom. Epiſt. ad Heliod, God forbid that I « ” 
Should ſpeak eee of thoſe Men, [ Bish- « 
ops] who- ſucceeding the Apoſtles i in their Func, « 
tions do * the Body of EVE wilt their lacred «. 
Mouth. 
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Theſe are a (mall Part of the Teſtimonies of the 
Ancient Fathers both Greek and Latin, Who bave 
explain'd the Dollrine of Tranſubſtantiation in as clear 
Terms, as any Roman Catholic Divine can now do. 
Tis therefore a Calumny to ſay, that it was im- 
poſed upon the Church by the Lateran Council, which 
was held above Seven Hundred Vears after the Fa- 
thers quoted by me explain'd it in their Miritings. 
The Word was new indeed, but the Doftrine is as 
Ancient as the Church of Chriſt. Adamus Franciſci 
(Marg. Theol. pag. 256.) confeſſes that Tranſubſtan- 
tiation enter d early into the Church. And Antonius de 
Adamo, another Proteſtant Writer (Anat. Miſs. pag. 
36.) fairly owns, that he has not hitherto been able to 
know , when this Opinion of the Real and Bodily being of 
Chriſt in the Sacrament did begin; which, according to 
Sr Auſtin's Maxim againſt the Donatiſts, is owning-in 
effect that it had its Beginning from Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles. lane AST abi 
But how conld Tranſubſtantiation be coin'd into an 
Article of Faith in the Lateran Council, which was 
held Anno 1215. when all the World knows that Be- 
rengarius was the Author of a Hereſy againſt it in the 
11th Century; and in that very Century was con- 
demn'd by no leſs than Eleven National or Provincial 
Councils. The laſt whereof held at Placentia Anno 
1094. defines, that the Bread and Wine, when they 
are conſecrated upon the Altar, are truly and efſcntially 
chang d into the Body and Blood of our Lord, Tom, 10. 
Conc. Lab, pag. 502. And in the Roman Council 
Arno 1079. Berengarius was obliged to make his Re- 
tractation in this Form. 1 Berengarius with my Heart 
believe and with my Tongue conftſs , that the Bread and 
Wine, which are placed wpon the Altar , are by the A. 
rery of holy Pray:r and the Words of our Redeemer Sub- 
| ſtantially changed into the true and proper and Life giving 
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Flech and Bood of our Lord Jeſus-Chriſt. Both which 
are convincing Proofs, that Dr Coſen impoſes upon 
his Reader in his H.ſtory of Tranſubſtantiation ; when 
he tells us pag. 159. that it was invented about the Mid- 
ale of the 12th Century, and confirm'd by no Eccleſiaſtical 
or Papal Decree before the Year 1215. unleſs he means 
the Word inſtead of the Thing ſignified by it, which 
is Triffing inſtead of Proving. | ? * 


AK T. 111. 


The Adviſer's Syſtem concerning the firſt Eſtablubment 
of Popery shew'd to be moſt highly abſurd, 


O return once more to our friendly Adviſer, I 
1 shall now take under Conſideration his won- 
derful Contrivance to bring in Popery in the Dark, So 
that, if we believe him, it groped its Way into the 
univerſal Church without being perceived or oppoſed by 
any Body, Now here lies the U/*fulneſs and Ingenuiry 
of the Contrivance, Popery was certainly in Poſſeſſion 
of the univerſal viſible Church for many Hundred Tears 
before the Reformation. The Fact is ſo unqueſtionable, 
that Impudence itſelf cannot deny it. For if it could, 
the Adviſer would have been the readieſt Man to 
But the Knot of the Difficulty is to give ſome 
rational Account, how it firſ# got into Poſſiſſion, For 
if it were allowed, that Popery had Poſſeſſion of the 
Church from the very beginning of Chriſtianity, the 
Reformed Churches would not have a Word to ſay 
for themſelves. Or, if it were own'd , that it came 
in barefaced whilſt all Mens Eyes were open to ob- 
ſerye it; Papiſti would ask a Thouſand troubleſome 
Queſtions about it, As, by whom , how , where, and when 
it was brought in? Whether no N Princes ox 
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Bishops had zeal. enough to oppoſe, it Or. no . 
teſtant Councils were call'd ro condemn, it? And, the 
like. And unleſs theſe Queſtions were anſver'd Ca. 
tegorically, and the Anſwers proved from Anthen- 
tick Hiſtory, the matter would look but very ſcur- 
vily in „ all wife Men. f gun? 
WMhexefore, to avoid ſplitting upon either of 

theſe Rocks, obſerve the Ingenuity of out friendiy 
Adviſer, For he has order'd Matters ſo cunningly, 
that (unleſs we will Queſtion his Veracity } we muſt 
believe, that Proteſtancy was thruſt out, and Popery 
let in, and the Faith of the Church 'rwrr'd topſy turvy 
without Oppoſition, Noiſe, or Trouble, or ſcarce 
any Body's being ſenſible of it. And to render the 
Blatter evident even to a Demonſtration he tells us, 
that the whole Baſineſs was tranſacted in the Dark, 
and whilſt the World was in a profound Sleep: for 
which he quotes this clear Text of Scripture; the 
T ar-s were ſaw'd while Men ſlept. Matth. 13. V. 23. So 
that we can ſuppoſe no leſs than that ſome ſtrong 
Soporiferous Draught was given to all the Buhops, Dog+- 
tors, and Paſtors of the Church, which laid them ail 
fo faſt aflecp, threw whole Chriſtendom into ſo deep a 
Lethatgy,, aud in a Word produced ſuch an univerſal 
Ignorance and Stupidiiy amongſt all Degrees of Men, 
that they either could not diſtinguish Black from 
White, or, if they could, were unable to exert 
themſelves in any Manner to oppoſe the abſurd and 
 wwuſtrou Doctrinet, that were impoſed upon them. 
Nay and the Virtue of this powerful Enchantment 
laſted from the Year 900, till a few Tears before the 
Reformation: all which time an Egyptian Darkneſs was 
ſpread over the whole Face. of the Earth. And 'twas 
in the Time of this univerſal Ignorance and Darkmſs, 
that the Pope and his Agents play'd all their Pranks, 
eſtablish'd Popery with the greateſt Eaſe imaginable, 
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and cut out Work for the bleſſed Reformation thax 

followed. And thus the Argument contain'd in the 
recceding Articles is anſwer'd with wet a Finger. 

But truly there is ſcarce a Fable in Ovid to be 

compared with this wonderful Metamorphoſis of the 
Church, That of Ulyſſes and his Companions 'd 
ino Hogs comes the neareſt to it. And I think the 
friendly Adviſer has committed an Overſight in not 
making uſe of this Authentick Piece to illuſtrate and 
adorn his ingenious Syſtem: For truly, Ovidius Lib. 
14. Metamorphoſeos would have made as beautiful a 
Figure in the Margin as the e Part of the Aus 
thors he has quoted. 

However to be ſomewhat more 3 7 * the 
Matter really deſerves, I shall give a ſummary of it 
in his own Words. » It cannot be denied (ſays « 
he) that from the time of the Decay of the Heſ « 
tern Empire , and the Itruption of the Gorhs and « 
Vandals into Europe, there began to be a great « 
Decay of Learning, and Batbariſm crept in by De- « 
grees, And at length bw Ignorance became ſo uni- & 
verſal, that the ſtudy of the liberal Arts was Lon. « . 
nerally laid afide, Yea ſuch groſs Folly poſſeſi d the « 
World, that Chriſtians believed more abſurd Things « 
than Pagans gave Credit to. And that Age, which « 
bred many of theſe Errors, is n call'd the 4 
ob ſcure Ao ewe | 

{ Here He uotes Baronius Anno 900. So thar this 
is the Epechs from which the Time of Univerſal Pow 


neſs is to be dared. ] He continues. 
„ This Age was wholly without Pexſons eminent far. . 
Hit or Learning. The very inferior Prieſts not feu 
able to tranſlate an Epiſtle into Latin: Which « | 
Egyptian Darkneſs continued in all the M eſtern Warld. « 
till a few Years before the Refarmatian, « _ 8 
4 confeſs, > Six Hundred Tears of Egyptian Dole 
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was a fair Time for the Popes to play all their Tricks 
of Legerdemain, and juggle all Mankind our of theit 
Senfes, Tis very ſtrange however, that in all this 
Time there should nor be one fingle Man of the 
Learning and Zeal of Martin Luther to prevent fo 
great a Miſchief, | FO 
„This groß Stupidity (ſays the Adviſer) muſt needs 
„ make the World apt and caſy to be abuſed with the 
„ 05} abſurd and monſtrow Doftrines: For Ignorance 
» 15 the Mother of all Errors. This made Way for 
„ the politich Guides of Rome to impoſe ſuch Opini- 
ons on the Church, as might beſt ſerve for their 
„ own Ends. Theſe Tares were ſow'd while Men flept, 
„Matth. 13. V. 25. And there were many Circum- 
» ſtances concurring in thoſe unlucky Ages, which 
„ contributed to the Furthering of the Roman De- 
„ ſign, The withdrawing of the Emperors into the 
» Eaſt, and the firſt Decay of the Weſtern Empire: 
„Then the Deſtruction of the Eafern, and the De- 
„ ſolation of all the famous Oriental Churches, by 
„ the ſpreading Inundation of the Tur and Sara- 
„ cent. So that the Pope had neither Emperor nor Pa- 
» triarch for a long Time to oppoſe him; the Miſeries of 
» all Chriſtendom giving him Opportunity to make 
» himſelf ſole Governor of theſe Parts of the World, Se ct. 
» 3. pag. 46. &c. if a 
This IT think is Nonſenſe enough for one Time, 
But from the laſt Words of our friendly Adviſer one 
would be apt to ſurmiſe, that from the loſs of Con- 
ſtantinaple ti l the Reformation the Popes had either 


maſſacred or depoſed all the Chriſtian Princes and 


Bishops in the Heſt. For what elſe can the poor Man 
mean by his ſaying, Tat the Pope made himſelf ſole 
Governor of th ſe Parts of the World ? Which, whether 
it be meant of his Tenporal or Spiritual Power, is 
equally abſurd, And as to what he ſays, That the 
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Pope for a lang time had neither Emperor nor Patriarch 
to oppoſe him, tis notoriouſly known that ſince the 
Reign of Charlemain, who was crown'd Emperor in 
the 8th Century, the # eſt has never been without 
Chriſtian Emperors, not the Eaſt without its Parriarchs,, 
even ſince the Turks became Maſters of Conſtanti- 
nople. And therefore the Aaviſer either wrote con- 
trary to his own Knowledge, or shew'd himſelf very 
ignorant in Hiſtorxyx. e 
To ſay nothing of his Blunder in Chronology con- 
cerning the firſt Decay of the Weſtern Empire, which 
happen'd ſeveral Hundred Years before the Ages of 
pretended Darkneſs , let us briefly examine the Syſtem 
it ſelf, and ſee whether there be any thing either 
like Truth or Probability in it. He tells us then that 
the dark Times began from the Year goo, and that 
this Age, vid, the 1oth bred many of the Popuch Er. 
rors, But how do's this agree with the Book of Hemi 
lies which ſays poſitively , that before the Reforma. _ 
tion whole Chriſtendom had been drown'd in alominable 
Idolatry for the ſpace of Eight Hundred Years and more 
For by good Computation this brings Popery two, 
whole Centuries (and as much More, as you pleaſe) 
higher than the Time unluckily pirch'd upon by the 
Adviſer, Nay the Homiliſt aſſures us, that the 46 
minable Idolatry he ſpeaks of (which in Proteſtant Lan- 
guage expreſſes very pathetically the whole Body of 
Papiſtical Docttines) was ſpread over whole Chriſten 
dom even ſome Time before the Eighth Century. So 
that to the great Diſappointment of all rhe Popes ER 
the 1oth and following Centuties, there was nothing 
for em to do in all that rediows time of Egypiian Dark. 
neſs, in which our friend) Adviſer our of his Abun- 
dance of Charity has cur out ſo much good Em- 
ployment to keep them out of Idleneſs. For if ve 


give Credit to the Homiliſt, hole Authority will 
=_ 1 * 
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probably carry it, their Marker was foreſtall'd , and 
the whole Buſineſs compleated above Two Hundred 


| Years before they could come into Play. 


I shall therefore leave the Adviſer to Fight it out 


as well as he can with the Book of Homilies. But he 


has a more formidable Enemy to deal with. I mean 
a whole Multitude of Authentick Writers bearing 
Teſtimony , that Pop:ry was eſtablish'd in England 
full Three Hundred Years before the 10ch Century, 
Venerable Bede, whoſe Learning and Veracity were 
never call'd in Queſtion, and who lived in the very 
next Age after England had received the Chriſtian 
Faith, is one of the Writers I ſpeak of. So that 
whoever deſires to be ſatisfied of the Truth of the 
Fact I inſiſt upon, needs but read his Eccleſiaſtical 
Hiſtory of England in the 3d Tome of his Works; 
and he will find that the Religion call'd Popery was 


planted in this Iſland by St Auſtin and his Compa- 


nions, with a full Account of it's Growth and Eſta- 


blihment in the 7th Century. 


Beſides it is a known Truth, that the Reformation 


made the firſt Change of Religion in England after 


it's Converſion. The Conſequence whereof is, that 
as England knew no other Religion than Popery im- 
mediately before the Reformation, ſo it received 
that very Religion from St Auſtin, And this Saint, 
who confirm'd the Doctrine he preach'd by unque- 
ſtionable Miracles (which are related by Holy Bede) 
taught no other than the Faith of the univerſal Chri- 


ſtian Church at that Time. Which is a full Demon- 
tration, that Popery was not beholden to the Advi- 
ſers Egyptian Darkneſs for it's Eſtablishment in the 


Morld; ſince that Darkneſs came at leaſt Three 


Hundred Years too late. | 


But 3h, the Adviſer has no leſs a Man than Mar. 


tin Luther himſelf with the whole College of Reforming 


Apoſtleg 


fore the 
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Apoſtles againſt him. For in the beginning of the 
Reformation their uſual Language was, what do we 
care for the Fathers? And Luther was above all re- 
markable for it. I care not a Rush (ſays he) if a Thou- 
| fand Auſtins, or a Thou/ana Cyprians ſtood againſt me, 
Tom. 2. Fol, 344. Neither do I concern my ſelf what 
Ambroſe, Auſtin , or Councils ſay ----- I know their 
Opinions ſo well, that I have declared againſt them, fol. 
345. He ſpeaks with the ſame Contempt of St Je- 
rome, W hence it is evident, that he look'd upon 
all theſe Fathers as Teachers of Papiſtical Doctrines, 
and Enemies to the Reformation. akin 
What Pity is it, that the friendy Adviſer did not 
come Time enough into the World to tell Martin 
Luther, that his Rejecting the Fathers of the 4th and 
5 % Century would ſpoil the moſt ingenious Syſtem, 
that ever was invented ro make Popery paſs for a 
Novelty brought into the Church in dark Ages far 
diſtant from the Time of thoſe Fathers! For if ſo 
great a Man as Luther ſtuck not to confeſs, that 
Popery was taught by the moſt eminent Saints and 
Doctors in the very brighteſt and moſt learned Ages 
of the Church, who will after that believe the Ad. 
viſer s Tale of a Tub, that it came ſneaking in many 
Hundred Years after, only by the Means of an V. 
niverſal Ignorance and Egyptian Darkneſs? And there. © 
ſolved Mr Napier, of whom I have alread 
ſpoken, is to be highly commended for his ſincerity 
in owning that Popery. reigu d univerſally in the very 
beginning of the 4th Century. For this is ſpeaking _ 
like a true Diſciple of the principal Apoſtle of the 
Reformation. VVT 
But, tho' there were none of theſe Facts to dif. 
prove the Aadviſer's Syſtem, it would be fully con- 
fared by the very Improb ability nay 2 Impoſſibility 
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of the principal Suppoſition, whereon it is groun- 
ded, viz. That an univerſal Ignorance and Stupidity, 
which he calls an Egyptian Darkneſs, reign'd in the 
World for the ſpace of near Six Hundred Y-ars, That in 
all this Time there were no Perſons eminent either for 
Mit or Learning ; and that this gave the politick Guides 
of Rome full Opportunity to impoſe ſuch Opinions on the 
Church, as might beſt ſerve their own Ends, and made 
the World apt and eaſy to be abuſed with the moſt abjurd 
and monſtrous Doctrine. 5 
This is the Adviſer's Suppoſition to ſupport his 
Syſtem expreſs'd in his own Words. Which tho? 
malitious in the higheſt Degree, yet at the ſame 
Time is ſo very extravagant, that it moves my Pity 
rather than Anger. For we have here whole Chriſten- 
dom fairly divided into two Claſſes of Men, com- 
monly known by the Honourable Titles of Knaves 
and Fools, The Popes with their Miniſters and Agents, 
according to this charitable Suppoſition, were all 
Knaves void of Religion, Honour, and Conſcience: And 
the reſt of Chriſtendom both Lairy and Clergy were 
all Fools and Blockbeads, led by the Noſe and abuſed 
with the moſt abſurd and monſtrous DoAtrines, And all 
this laſted for the ſpace of many Hundred Years, + 
A moſt ſtupendious Imagination, and only fir for 
the learned Inhabitants of Morefields! Tis true in- 
deed, ſome Ages may produce Perſons of a more 
ſuperiour Genius than others; and liberal Arts and 


Sciences may flourish more at one Time than ano- 


ther; becauſe moſt Things have their Ebbings and 
Flowings in this ſublunary World. But that Igno- 
rance and Stupidity should become univerſal for many 
Hundred Years together, and the greateſt Part of 
Mankind rurn'd into MHules and Aſſes, ready ſaddled 
and bridled to be rid by the Popes juſt as they plea» 
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fed, may paſs indeed for a very dull Poetical Fic 
tion, but never for a good Argument againſt Po- 


pery. 


hat! Were there neither Schools, nor Univer- 


ſities, nor Libraries in all the Time of this pretended 


univerſal Ignorance and Egyptian Darkneſs! Did the 
Popes. interdift all Wit and Learning under Pain of 
Excommunication ! Or did Parents in Compliance 
with his Holineſs renounce their natural Concern 
for their Children, and oblige them to ſpend their 
 Yauth in Idleneſs or Vice! For all this or ſome. 
thing very like ir muſt be ſuppoſed to give any Co- 
Jour of Probability to the A4viſer's Syſtem. All 
Schools muſt have been ſuppreſs'd , Univerſities abo- 
lish'd, Libraries deſtroy'd, #nd Wit and Learning 
made State. crimes againſt the Pope, Nay and there 
muſt have been an univerſal! Reform made amonglt 
the Bishops and Paſtors of the Church by a poſitive 
Law, that none but Dances and Blockheads should 
be duly qualified for holy. Orders, And even this 
would not have fully anſwer'd the politicks Ends of 
Rome, unleſs we further ſuppoſe , that all the Princes 

of Europe had their Eyes put out, and Arms tied to 
render them incapable of Seeing or Oppoſing the abſurd 
and monſtrous Dettrines, wherewith they were abuſed 
by the politick Guides of Rome, ae A. 
How miſerably low muſt the Credit of a Cavie be. 


Sunk, when it ſtands in need of ſuch Nonſenſe s 


ſupport it? I confeſs, unleſs I had quoted the Ad. * 
viſcr's own Words, it might have been reaſonably 
Suſpected, that I had trumpt up a ridiculous Aype» 
theſis of my own barely for the Pleaſure ro confute 
it. Let us but place it in a true Light, and conlider 
the Exttavagance and Weakneſs of it. 

Paopery was certainly in Poſſeſſion 9 the univerſal 
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Church for many Hundred Years, Some Account then 
was to be given how it came to be eſtablish'd. For 
ſince it is a thing without Example, that any Nation 
ever parted tamely with its Ancient Religion, if Po- 
pery was an intruder upon the Ancient Church, how 
could it find Means to eſtablish itſelf without Oppoſi- 
tion, whilſt Men were in their right Senſes? And if it 
met with Oppoſition, this would have cauſed Dif. 
turbances and Schiſins, and theſe” Diſturbances would 
have been recorded by the W riters of the Times, 
in which they happen'd. Now here the Difficulty 
begins to pinch, becauſe no Hiſtory can be produced 
of any Diſturbances or Schiſms in the Church oc- 
caſion d by any Man's teaching the diſcriminating 
Dottrines of Popery; W hereas on the contrary there 
never was a Doctrine oppoſite to any Branch of Po- 
pery ſtarted jn the Church, but it met with a vigo- 
rous Reſiſtance in its very Birth and cauſed Diſor- 
ders, which ate related by Hiſtorians: As that of 
Berengarius, W yelif, John Hus, the Waldenſes, and 
others. In order therefore to make Popery (tho' pre- 
tended to be a Doctrine oppoſite to the Ancient 
Faith) come in without Noiſe or Reſiſtance, our frien- 
aly Advifer has no other Expedient to bring about 
this wonderful Event than to Aſſert boldly, that 
Chriſtendom was under a general Infatuation for 
many Hundred Years together, and ſo make Popery 
ſteal its Way into the Church unperceived and unop» 
poſed in the midſt of a thick Darkneſs of univerſal Ig- 
porance and Stupidiry, © ; FAQ | 
Bat the thickeſt Darkneſs cannot hide the Exttava- 
gance of this ridiculous Fable, There are Number- 
Iſs hiforieal Facts that give it the Lie. As firſt, 
the many learned Univerſities , that fiourish'd in thoſe 
very Ages of pretended Dar lit. Amongſt which that 
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of Paris founded by Charlemain, and that of Oxford 
founded by K. Alfred were moſt famous. 24h, The 
great number of Eccleſiaſtical Writers, whereof Bel- 
larmine de Scripioribus Eccleſiaſticis reckons up be- 
tween two and three Hundred in thoſe very Ages; 
And many of theſe were as eminent both for Ho- 
lineſs and Learning as any of the ancient W rirers, 
z4ly , Beſides innumerable Provincial and National Sy- 
nods, there were about ten general Councils held be- 
tween the gth and 16th Century; and ſome of them 
were more numerous than any that had been held 
before. Nor did they meet in Cellers under Ground 
like Glow and Corners, but in the face of the uni- 
verſal Church attentive to every Thing, that was 
tranſacted in thoſe auguſt Aſſemblies. Nay and the 
Hiſtories of them are faithfully tranſmitted to us 
without any mention of the leaſt Change made in 
the ancient Faith of the Church. 4g, The long 
and warm Diſputes between the Emperors and Popes 
concerning the Privilege of Inveſlituret, which laſted 
ſome Ages, and shew that the Popes were not ſuch ar- 
birrary Lords and Maſters, nor lead all Chriſtendom 
by the Noſe, And laſtly, (To omit many more hiſ- 
torical Facts for Brevity's ſake) the Greek Schiſm , 
which began in the gth Century, and continued in 
its full heat till the Councill of Florence, An. 1437. 
During all which Time if the Popes had made anx 
falſe Steps in point of Doctrine, the sharp-ſighted 
Greeks , who were con-tinually upon the Watch to 
lay hold of any Advantage againſt the Latins, would 
undoubtedly have reproach'd them with it: Since 
they even accuſed them of shaving their Beards, eating 
Hogs Flesh, and many other trivial Matters. | 
Now theſe are demonſtrative Proofs, that Chri- 
ſtendom was neither ſo ſtupidly Ignorant , as to be 
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unable to diſcern abſurd and monſtrous Innovations 
From the ancient Doctrine, nor ſo ghecpichiy Paſſive 
as to ſubmit ramely to any Yoke, the Popes should 
3 lay upon them. hence L conclude, that ſince the 
| Adviſers Syſtem is a flat Contradiction both to Hil. 
| tory and common Senſe, it can do no Prejudice to 
the Argument I have handled in the preceding Ar. 
ticles: Which, unleſs ſome better Anſwer be given 
to it, is a moral Demonſtration, that 20 Chriſtian 
Church teaching a Doctrine oppoſite to Popery ever ap- 
pear'd in the World before it; and that, by conſe- 
quence, the Church of Rome teaches no other than 
the ancient Faith of the Church; that is, the Faith 
taught by Chriſt and his Apoſtles : and is therefore 
the only Church, in which Salvation can be ob- 
tain d. 2 17 76015 
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Of ART. III. pag. 24. 
Wars oath Mi bad Character I wk given 


of Arel bis hop Cranmer Att. z. pag. 24. and 


compares it with the high Elogiums given of him 


by Dr Burnet in his Hiſtory of the English Reforma= 


tion ( Particulatly 1. Part. L. 2. pag. 127. 128. where 


he ſets forth his Candor, Diſintereſtednes, Humi- 


lity and Repugnance to accept of the Archbulopriel. 


of Canterbury; and 2. Part. L. 2. pag. 335. where he 
repreſents him as a moſt holy Saint and Martyr } 


whoever 1 ſay compares my Character of him MAT 
the Elogiums heap'd upon him in that Hiſtory, -" 


muſt of neceſſity Judge that either Dr Burnet: is a 
meer Romancer, or that I am a foul Calumniator 
in having blaſted the memory of ſuch a worthy 


Prelate. It behoves me therefore to write ſomerhinj 
in Vindication of whar I have ſaid of him, being 


convinced in Conſcience that I have advance no- 


thing but the naked Truth: and it is no ſmall ad- 
vantage to me that the Doctor himſelf has furnish'd 
me with Arms to defend myſelf with. For tho he 
never had che Fame of a Man of the niceſt Truth in 
his Generation even among thoſe of his own Party, 


I may lawfully take all rhe Advantage I can of his 


Teſtimony , when it makes againſt himſelf, _ fs. 


yours my Cauſe. 
"ou I find that e the many, Panegyrick : 


HE : 
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A beſtow'd upon the Doctors holy Saint and Marty, 
he has unwarily let flip from his Pen certain Facts 
relating to that Prelate, which I fear will utrerly 
ſpoil his Canonization : nay I find him clearly con- 
victed from them of four enormous Crimes. viz; 
firſt of - Incontinence. zly, of high Treaſon. 3ly, of 
. Hypocriſy and Diſſimulation in Religion, and 4ly, of 
Perjury. * „5 „ 8 
I. As to the Charge of Incominence, it is ſer down 
as a Part of his Endictment at his trial, being there 
accuſed, that tho he were both Prieſt and Archbi- 
shoap , he had contrary to the ancient, known, and 
x ſtanding Laws of the Church been twice married, kept 
hu Wife ſecretly in King Henry's Time, and openly in 
King Edward's Reign. To all which he pleaded guil- 
ty; and only anſwer'd, that he thought it was lawful | 
for all Men to marry. 2, Part. L. 2. pag. 332. But with 
his good Leave what he varnish'd over with the plau- 
fible Name of Marriage was a ſacrilegious whoredom 
in a holy Archbishop, (if the Church has any legiſla- 
tive Power) and had been always look'd upon as ſuch 
for many Ages. 
2. Archbishop Cranmer's Guilt of high Treaſon a- 
gainſt his lawful Soveraign Q. Mary is acknowledg'd 
not only by Dr Burnt but all Hiſtorians, The Doc- 
ror writes thus of it. ä . 
» An Anſwer was written to Queen Mary ſign'd 
„ by the Ax cuBISHOP OF CANTERBURY, 
„ the Lord Chancellor, &c. letting her know that 
„Queen Jane was now their Soveraign ------ That 
„ the Mariiage between her Father and Mother was 
„ diflolved, and she had been declared illegitimated 
„ and uninheritable to the Crown. They therefore 
„ required her to give over her Pretences. And not 
diſtutb the Government; and promiſed her if she 
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 $Shew'd herſelf obedient she should find them all « 
ready to do her any Service, which in Duty they s 
could. Part. L. 2. pag. 23). 
Again he writes thus, ibid. pag. 257. On the 3d « 
Nov. Archbishop Cranmer, Lord Guilford, Dudley, « 
&c. were brought to their Trial. Theſe all con- « 
feſs d their Endictments. Cranmer ſubmitted him- « 
ſelf to the Queens Mercy, Cc. He was therefore 
guilty of high Treaſon by his own Confeſlion, 
3. His Hypocricy and Diſſimulation in Religion during 
the whole Reign-of King Henry is a Point of Hiſtory 
1o notoriouſly known, that Doctor Burner muſt have 
had a Face of Braſs to write of him as he do's 2. 
Part. L. 2. pag. 335. That he was a Man of great Can- 
dor, who never diſſembled his Opinion wr, 
being a Lutheran in his Heart, and a Papiſt in his 
outward Practice, and that for many Years toge- 
ther be no Diſſimulation. For 'tis an unconteſted Fact 
thart till the Death of Henry VIII. he conformd 
entirely to the Manner of publick, Worship uſed in 
the Church of Rome ; (aid Maſs, and pray'd for the 
Souls deparred as other Prieſts; perform'd all Epiſ- 
copal Functions as other Catholick Bishops did; 
pfrofeſs' d and preach'd the Roman Catholick Faith like 
others, and in a Word, appear'd a zealous Catho- 
lick in all his Words and Actions; and it behoved 
him highly ſo to do; for his Life was at Stake, if 
he had done otherwiſe; ſince all the World knows 
how inexorable Henry VIII. was upon the Point of 
Religion. But was Cranmer's Belief in all this Time 
of a Piece with his Practice, or his Heart confor- 
mable to his Actions ? If not, Dr Burnet is a shame- 
ful Falſifier of Hiſtory, and his holy Saint and Mar. 
tyr ſtands juſtly branded with the Infamous Charac» 
ter of an Hypocrite. and Diſſambler of 5 Religions 
| 6 | Q 2 x * 
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Now I shall endeavour co shew that his having 
been infinc-re in the Religion he profels'd during 
the whole Reign of Henry VIII. is not only highly 
probable from undeniable Circumſtances , but mo- 
rally certain from poſitive Facts related by the Doc- 
tor himſelf. 32 37 | : 
I prove it thus, becauſe nothing is more com- 
mon than to ſee Perſons of all States and Conditi- 
ons diſſemble their Religion, when there are ſtrong. 
motives of Intereſt or Fear ro induce them to it, 
and a ſure mark of their Diſſimulation is their chan- 
ging their Religion, as ſoon as the Occaſion of their 
Fear is removed, or their Intereſt changes, This is ſo 
undeniablea Truth, that there are Millions of Exam- 
ples of ic. But that a learned Archbishop, and Pri- 
mate of a National Church , whom we muſt ſuppoſe 
to have for many Years, nay during his whole Life 
ſincerely believed and profeſs'd without Diſſimula- 
tion the Catholick Faith, that ſuch a one, I ſay, 
should on a ſudden change his former Sentiments 
and paſs over to another Religion, nay become an 
Eminent Apoſtle of it without any apparent Mo- 
tive of Hope or Fear to induce him to ſuch a change 
is as highly improbable as a Thing can poſſibly be. 
Now let us but make the Application of this to 
Archbishop Cranmer, and we shall ſoon ſee what 
Judgment we ought rationally ro make of his Sin- 
cerity or Diſſimulation in Religion during the Life 
of Henry VIII. That he appear'd all that Time to 
be a true and ſincere Papiſt in all Points of Catho- 
lick Faith (excepting that of rhe Pope's Supremacy , 
which was then thrown out of Doors) is beyond 
all Diſpute; but the Queſtion is whether he was ſin- 
cere in the other Points, and there appears the 
ſtrongeſt Preſumption againſt is, viz, his ſudden and 
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entire Change immediately upon King Henry's 
Death, which renders it more than meerly proba- 
ble that he had till then conform'd not upon a Con- 
viction of Conſcience that the Religion he then 
profels'd and practiſed was the true one, but upon 
other Conſiderations, which he thought deſerved 
very well a few Vear's Diſſimulation: and indeed 
he had the ſtrongeſt human Motives poſſible to draw 
a Man into that Weakneſs. For he was in Poſſeſ- 
ſion of the higheſt Eccleſiaſtical Dignity in the Na- 
tion and higheſt favour of his Prince, which Men 
of this World are always unwilling to part with, 
and they could not poſſibly be ſecured without his | 
_ conforming in all Things to the Religion of his - 
Prince. Nay he had no other Proſpect before him | 
than that of utter Ruine and certain Death, unleſs 
he took that Courſe, W hich shews plainly, that 
(whatever Religion he was of) he had two power. 
ful Motives to counterfeit the Papiſt during the 
King's Life, to wit, Intereſt and Safety and tho this 
alone be not a full Proof of his Diſſimulation, yen 
being join'd with the other Circumſtance of his ap- 
| pearing a barefaced Proreſtant as ſoon as theſe Mo- 
tives ceaſed by the King's Death, and turning im- 
mediately upon it the Protectors chief Tool in push- 
ing on the pretended Reformation, amounts to a 
full Evidence againſt him, and leaves no Room to 
doubt but that this ſudden change was only a throw 
ing off the Mask as ſoon as he could do it ſafely; 
that what he profeſs'd publickly when Henry was 
dead, he had believed but diſſembled whilſt he was 
alive, and ſo had play'd the nororious Hypocrite 
for many Years together. Er | 
But let us hear Cranmer himſelf give Teſtimony 
For the Truth, 1. Part. L. 2. pag, 128. where peas * 
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King of the Oath of Obedience he was to take to 
the Pope at his Conſecration he expreſs'd a ſcruple 
to do it, and gave this Reaſon for it, becauſe (laid 
he) the Obligation which that Oath would bring upon 
we would bind me up from doing my Duty both to God , 
whe King, and the Church: and at his Trial he an- 
ſwer' d Brooks ; that the Bishops of Rome not only ſet up 
Pretenſiont to the Power of Princes, but they had alſo 
made Laws CONTRARY TO THOSE MADE BY Go: 
Inſtancing ix THE WORSHIT OF AN UNKNOWN 
Ton gu, and THE DENYINCG THE CHALICE TO THE 
PeoPLE, &c. Now this was equivalently the very ſame 
he had ſaid before, to wit, that his Oath would bind 
bim up from his Duty to God. He therefore believed 
even then, that is, even when he was juſt entring 
upon his Bishoprick , that the Church of Rome held 
and taught many Things contrary to the Law of God; 
as Horshipping in an unknown tongue, and taking away 
the Cup from the Laity; yet he himſelf practiſed af- 
terwards all theſe things for above 13 Years together 
tho he believed them to be contrary to the Law of God, 
And was he not then a Hypocrite, and Diſſembler of 
his Religion:? Pr: 
Now let us ſee what Dr Burner writes of him juſt. 
before he was nominated Archbishop. He tells us, 
that when the King ſent for Dr Cranmer to be Bi- 
shop, he was then negotiating this Buſineſs (the Di- 
vorce) among the learned Men of Germany, and 
lived there in great Familiarity with the Lutherans, 
particularly with O ſiander, whoſe Niece he there 
married. 1. Part, pag. 92, and 128. Nay that he had 
been addicted to Luther's Doctrine before he went into 
Germany, when he was Doctor of the Univerſity of 
Cambridge, For ſpeaking of the Difficulty the King, 
tho never ſo atcbittary, met with from that Univer- 


fity before he could get it's Subſcription to the Un- 
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lawfulneſs of his firſt Marriage he writes thus; the. 


moſt reaſonable Account I can give of it ts that at th 

Time there were many in the Univerſities, particularly 
at Cambridge „ who were addifted to Luthers Doctrine. 
and of theſe Cranmer was look'd upon as the moſt learned. 


1. Part, pag. 92. And what is this but calling him a 
Diſſembling Lutheran, only in ſofter Terms? _ . 

It remains now only to ſay ſomething concerning 
his Perjury, which is the laſt Part of my Charge a- 

ainſt him. Dr Burner has furnish'd me with two 
unanſwerable Inſtances of it. Firſt, his taking a ſo- 
lemn Oath of Obedience to the Pope in Order to 
obtain his Bulls, which Oath he never intended ro 
keep and broke effectually as ſoon as he had got 
them. I shall here rranſcribe it Word for Word 
as it is ſet. down in Burnet's Hiſtory 1. Part, pag. 123. 


For that which is now tender'd to Bishops is whollx 


different from it. 


IN. N. from this Hour forward shall be faith- « q 


ful and obedient to Saint Peter, and to the holy « 
Church of Rome, and to My Lord the Pope and « 


his Succeſlors canonically entering, 1 shall nor be « 


of Counſel nor Conſent that they shall loſe either &« 


Life or Member, or shall be taken or ſuffer any « 
Violence or any Wrong by any Means. Their 60 
Counſel ro me credited by them, their Meſſen- « 
gers or Letters I shall not willingly diſcover to. « 
any Perſon. The Papacy of Rome, the Rules of the « 
holy Fathers, and the Legality of St Peter I shall « 
help, and maintain and defend againſt all Men. « 
The Legate of the Apoſtolical See going and co- & 


ming I shall honourably treat. The Rights, Ho- « 


nouts, Priviledges, Authorities of the Church .of 


Rome and the Pope and his Succeſſors I shall cauſe 4 
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ro be conſerved, defended, augmented and pro- 
mored, I shall not be in Councils, Treaty, or 
any Act, in the which any Thing shall be ima- 
gined againſt him or the Church of Rome, their 
Rights, Seats, Honours, or Powers; and if I 
know any ſuch to be moved or compaſs'd I 
shall reſiſt it to my Power; and as ſoon as 1 can 
I shall advertiſe him, or ſuch as may give him 
knowledge. The Rules of the holy Fathers, the 
Deciees, Ordinances, Sentences, Diſpoſitions, 
Reſervations, Proviſions, and Commandements 
Apoſtolick to my Power I shall keep, and cauſe 
to be kept of others, Hereticks, Schiſmaticks, 
and Rebels to our holy Father and his Succeſſors 
I shall reſiſt and perſecute ro my Power, I shall 
come to the Synod when I am call'd, except | be 
letted by a canonical Impediment, The Thre- 
sholds of the Apoſtles I shall viſit yearly perſo- 
nally or by my Deputy. I shall nor alienate or 
ſell any Poſſeſſions without the Popes Conſent. 
So God help me and the holy Evangeliſts. 1. Part, 
pag. 123. | wy 
This was the Oath of Fidelity Cranmer took, 
when he actually deſign'd to ſeparate himſelf from 
the Pope's Communion, ſtrip him of his ſftirirual 
Supremacy in England, and beſtow it on the King. 
Bur I cannot but here admire Dr Burner's admi- 
rable Skill in Apologizing for this barefaced Act of 
Perjury , and bringing off his holy Saint and Martyr by 
contriving before he took the Oath his Making 4 
ſolemn Proteſtation that he did not intend thereby to re- 
rain himſelf from any Thing that he was bound to either Ey 
bis Duty to God. the King, or his Country; and he re- 
nounced every Thing in it that was contrary to any of 
thee Things: 1. Part, L. 2. pag. 129. But if this will 
a excuſe 


128 | The Supplement. N 


* 8 8 LCL EE LEE ELL EEE YELL 8 


| excuſe a Man from the Guilt of Perjwy, he muſt 
be ſtark Mad that ever becomes guilty of it: for 
with the Help of this juggle, let an Oath be never 
ſo unlawful or wicked, he need but make a Proteſs 
zation publickly or in his Heart to God, that he 
never intends to keep it and all is well, Moſt noble 
Caſuiſtry! To call God ſolemnly to Witneſs that 
we will do ſuch or ſuch a Thing, and proteſt with 
ou ſame Breath that we intend ro do nothing of 
br 
If any one asks wherher B. Cranmer's Oath to 
the Pope obliged him then to act contrary to what 
he thought his Duty to God, his King or Country? 1 
anſwer no: for an unlawful Oath obliges to cli 
but Repentance, and if he thought the Oath ten- 
der'd to him was an unlawful one he ought to have 
refuſed ir. py 2, Ko 13s 
Bur the Truth of the Matter is, that Cramer had 
not ſo great a Repugnance to an Archbishoprik , 
as Dr Burnet has moſt ridiculouſly repreſented him, 
ſince he would rather ſtrain a Point of Conſcience, 
nay even purchace it with a Perjury than not have 
it, ky om e ET IM : 
But he has left us on Record another Inſtance of 
Cranmer's Perjury when being under Sentence of 
Condertnation he was prevail'd upon by the Fear 
of Death and Hopes of Pardon to abjure Proteſtancy 
twice in a ſolemn Manner, and then again to re- 
tract his double Abjuration ; which has left a foul. 
Stain upon his Memory even amongſt his beſt, 
Friends, in Spite of all the fine Gloſſs the Doc-__ 
tor his Apologiſt has endeavour'd to colour it over 
with, But let us hear him ſpeak himſelf upon the” 
CCC 
In Concluſion, ſays he, as Saint * himſelf &” 
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* had with Curſes denied his Saviour; ſo he who 
» had reſiſted now almoſt three Years was at laſt 
„ overcome; and human infirmity, the Fear of 
„Death and the Hopes that were given him pre- 
vail'd with him to ſet his Hand to a Paper re- 
nouncing all the Errors of Luther and Zuinglius; 
acknowledging the Pope s Supremacy, the corporal 
Preſence in the Euchariſt , Purgatory, Prayers for de- 
parted Souls, the Invocation of Saints, To which was 
added his being ſorry for his former Errors, and 
concluded exhorting all that had been deceived 
by his Example or Doctrine to the Unity of the 
Church, and proteſting that he had ſign'd it wil- 
lingly only for the Diſcharge of his Conſcience. 
2. Part, L Pag · 333. — : hen the 2d Order 
was ſent down to execute the Former, he was 
dealt with to renew his Subſcription, and then to 
write the whole over again, which he alſo did; 
all this Time being under ſome ſmall Hopes of 


» Life. Ibid, pag. 334. 3 
It ſeems then that ſome very ſmall hopes of Life 


ſofficed ro make this holy Saint and Martyr perſiſt 


in his Perjury and Diſſimulation. But (to make A- 


mends for it) when there was not the leaſt Glimpſe 
of. Hope left, and diſſembling could render him no 


* 


farther Service, Dr Burner aſſures us he was moſt . 


heartily ſorry. for what he had done; in ſo much 


| that when he was tied to the Stake , and the Fire Kind- 
ling , he ſtreteh d forth his right Hand to the Flame ne- 


ver moving it til it was burnt away; which was conſumed 


. before the Fire reach d his Body ſometimes ſaying , THAT 


provworTaHY HAND. Jbid. pag. 335. 


Ly x 7 —_ -* 


TP This Story is pretty indeed, but ſomewhat Sa- 
vouring of a Romance; nor have I Faith enough 


10 believe that 2 Criminal died faſt to the a Stakg in 


* . 


3 Te Sapplement. . 
Order to be burnt alive has ſo much the 
of his Hands allow'd him as to be able to ſtrete 


them ſo far forward from his Body that the 
Flames shall conſume the one without touching 


the other. e . 
But ler that be as ir will, our noble Hiſtorian, 
ro Shew the Innocence of his holy Martyr, is like- 


| wiſe pleaſed to tell us (but his Word is not Goſ- 


pel) that when his Body was quite conſumed, his 


Heart was found entire among the Ashes; whence . 
he concludes, that his Heart had continued true tho 


bis Hand had err 4; and that if this had happen d in 


our Church, we should have made-a miracle of it. Ibid. 


Very right, we should ſo without all Diſpute. Nay 
the Doctor needs go no further than my ownſelf, 
for I will maintain it againſt any Man of common 


Senſe, that it either was a Miracle, if it truly hap- ' : 


pen'd, or is a meer Tale of a Tub invented by fome 


Hiſtorian of as mean a Reputation for his Veracity 


as the Doctor himſelf, and ſince he declares that 
Proteſtants will not own it to be a Miracle, I con- 


_ clude againſt him that it is a moſt impudent Falſe. © 


hood, becauſe if it was no Miracle, it had no ſuper- 
natural Cauſe : and I deſire the Doctor to let me 
know, what natural Cauſe can hinder the ſame Fire, 
that has conſumed the whole Body to Ashes, from 
_ conſuming likewiſe the Heart; or whether an Ef- 


fect can be produced vithout any Cauſe either . 


ztural-or ſupernatural for it. 


But the Doctors concluding from it, that Cran. 


mers Heart had continued true tho the Hand had err d 


is a Piece of Nonſence unpardonable in a Divine, 


For is it the Heart or Hand that is criminal in the 
Sight of God? Surely the Heart; and therefore'if 


either of the two were to be ſpared by the Fire, the _ 
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I add that unleſs Dr Burner himſelf ended to 
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bur preferably to the Heart. | 


Have it regarded as a Miracle of divine Teftimony of 
Cranmer's Innocence, he is the meereſt Trifler, that 
ever pur Pen to paper; for if that was not his End 
how could he poſſibly conclude from it that bis 
' Heart was innocent? So that it is a manifeſt Blunder 
to draw this Concluſion from it, and yet deny it 
to be a Miracle, and the plain Truth of the Matter is, 
that it is a meer old Wife's Story. 

I no leave the Reader to judge from the Facts 
I have clearly proved in this Supplement againſt 
| Archbicho Cranmer , whether I have any Ways 
wrong'd him in the Character given of him Art. 3, 
1 think 1 ma ſafely ſay no reaſonable Man will * 10 


1 "hat __ _ 


